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MOROCCO TRANSITIONS TO
HISTORIC FEMALE-LED COALITION
AMID ACUTE MIDDLE EASTERN
ESCALATION AND GLOBAL
ECONOMIC VOLATILITY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The Moroccan political landscape underwent
a historic transformation on October 12, 2026,
with the formalization of a new four-party
government coalition led by Fatima-Zahra
Mansouri, the first woman appointed to the
role of Head of Government in the Kingdom's
history. This coalition, comprising the
Authenticity and Modernity Party (PAM),
Istiqlal, the Socialist Union of Popular Forces
(USFP), and the Progress and Socialism Party
(PPS), signals a strategic pivot toward social-
liberal ©policies intended to address
mounting public dissatisfaction over
purchasing power and unemployment. The
transition is framed as a "new generation" of
governance, moving away from the previous
administration  following what analysts
described as a partial punitive vote in
recent elections.

broader
darkened

Simultaneously, the
environment has

geopolitical
significantly

following a lethal Houthi missile attack on
Riyadh’s King Khalid International Airport,
which resulted in at least 18 deaths and over
300 injuries. This escalation has prompted the
suspension of airport operations and ignited
discussions in Washington regarding direct
military intervention. For Morocco, these
external shocks are compounded by internal
economic specifically a
depreciating Dirham and a widening trade
deficit fueled by high energy import costs and
maritime disruptions in the Bab el-Mandeb
and Hormuz straits. The state is currently
balancing these risks through aggressive
promotion of its "reliable partner" status and
a focus on technological sovereignty in Al
and cybersecurity.

pressures,

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Historic Government Coalition Formed

* Fatima-Zahra Mansouri finalized a four-
party majority consisting of the PAM,
Istigqlal, USFP, and PPS, totaling 207 seats
in the House of Representatives four-party

* The inclusion of left-leaning parties (USFP
and PPS) is intended to provide the
government with a stronger social
mandate to manage economic grievances
social mandates.

* A new Speaker of the House is scheduled to
be elected on Tuesday as the legislative

session formally begins legislative session.

Regional Security Crisis: Riyadh Airport
Attack

* A Houthi missile strike on King Khalid
International Airport killed 18 people and
wounded hundreds, leading to an
indefinite suspension of flights wounded
hundreds.
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* The UN and international community Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics
condemned the strike as a violation of

international law, while the U.S. signaled a * Morocco continues to secure international
potential military response military backing for its autonomy plan in the
response. Sahara, with Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain,
and Kuwait reaffirming support at the UN

Economic Resilience and Currency Stress international king.

* The King’s speech emphasized Morocco as
a responsible and trusted partner for
Europe, particularly in managing migration

* The Moroccan Dirham is facing "unusual”
depreciation pressure due to a trade
deficit of 82 billion MAD as of August 2026

Lade deficit. and security responsible and trusted
partner.
* Despite currency fluctuations, Bank Al-
Maghrib maintains foreign reserves of Cybersecurity & Tech Sovereignty
approximately $45 billion, sufficient for six
months of imports foreign reserves. e Morocco is prioritizing cybersecurity and
Al as pillars of national sovereignty, with a
Monarchic Continuity and Cultural focus on protecting critical information
Diplomacy systems cybersecurity and Al.

* The National Commission for the Control of
the Protection of Personal Data (CNDP) is
intensifying its role in educating citizens on
digital privacy and regulating data usage

* Crown Prince Moulay Hassan opened the
17th Salon du Cheval in FEl Jadida,
highlighting the equine sector's role in
Morocco's cultural and economic identity

17th Salon du Cheval. by firms digital privacy
e The event underscores the "Horse in the Armed Conflict & Militarization
Service of Man" theme, integrating
and industrial sectors traditional heritage. into a regional war footing, with the

Houthi movement successfully targeting

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS deep vital interests" within Saudi Arabia

Leadership Dynamics & Governance e Morocco’s aeronautics sector is pivoting
toward defense industrialization,
* The appointment of Fatima-Zahra transitioning from assembly to high-tech
Mansouri represents a historic break in innovation in drones and Al defense
Moroccan politics, aiming for a more in rialization.
"harmonious and effective" executive
branch Fatima-Zahra Mansouri.

* The coalition's "intellectual and political
convergence" is cited as a defense against
potential legislative blockages seen in

previous mandates legislative blockages.
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Climate & Extreme Weather

* Heavy thunderstorms and floods hit the
regions of Settat (77mm), Errachidia, and
Al Haouz, temporarily disrupting traffic but
significantly replenishing reservoir levels
thunderstorms and floods.

* The 2026 Green Days in Dakhla focused on
coastal protection and environmental
volunteerism among youth environmental
volunteerism.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Feminization and "Leftist"
Rebranding of Moroccan Power The
formation of the Mansouri government is
more than a personnel change; it is a
calculated attempt to restore state
legitimacy by incorporating traditional leftist
opposition (USFP and PPS) into the executive.
This "Great Coalition" aims to pre-empt social
unrest by co-opting the voices that typically
criticize the government on purchasing
power and social justice. By placing a
woman at the helm, the Monarchy is signaling
a modern, progressive evolution of the
Moroccan model to both domestic and
international audiences modern, progressive
evolution.

Weaponization of Economic Sovereignty
Morocco is moving beyond ‘"emerging
economy" rhetoric toward strategic
autonomy. This is visible in the emphasis on
"Green Hydrogen," "AI Sovereignty," and
"Digital Personal Data Protection" strategic
autonomy. The discourse suggests that
Morocco views the current global "polycrisis"
not just as a threat, but as an opportunity to
move from the "Middle Income Trap" into the
ranks of high-tech, sovereign economies

Middle Income Trap.

The Fragility of the "Responsible Partner"
Narrative Morocco is heavily marketing its
reliability to FEurope on migration and
counter-terrorism responsible partner.
However, the King’s speech also contained a
sharp warning: partnership is a sovereign
choice and will not be subject to "blackmail
or pressure" blackmail or pressure. This
suggests underlying tensions with European
partners regarding legal and judicial hurdles
(likely related to trade or Sahara rulings) that
hinder bilateral commitments.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Social Contract under Strain

* Public sentiment remains highly sensitive
to fuel prices, which have exceeded 16-17
MAD, becoming a "rolling snowball" that
could threaten the new government’s
honeymoon period fuel prices.

* The "punitive vote" narrative suggests a
growing political sophistication in the
Moroccan electorate, which is increasingly
willing to hold the ruling coalition
accountable for economic failures punitive
vote.

* The return of the PJD to a more vocal
opposition role, despite having only 13

seats, indicates that ideological

polarization will remain a feature of the

legislative landscape ideological
larization.

Institutional Strengthening

* The state 1is aggressively promoting
regionalization as a tool for "fair
distribution of wealth," urging the private
sector to move beyond traditional urban
hubs into fragile regions regionalization.
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e Internal stability is bolstered by the
monarchy's high visibility in cultural and
traditional sectors (equestrianism),
reinforcing the link between the Alawite
throne and national identity monarchic

visibility.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Regional Hegemony and Sovereignty
Morocco is projecting itself as a regional
anchor of stability. This is evidenced by the
"south-south" cooperation with Comoros
south-south cooperation and the robust
diplomatic offensive at the UN to consolidate
support for its Sahara sovereignty UN
offensive. The framing of the international
system is one of shifting alliances where

Morocco seeks "mutual Trespect and
reciprocity" rather than traditional
dependency.

Reactionary Posture to Middle East Chaos
The reporting on the Riyadh attack reflects
deep concern about the stability of global
energy markets and the safety of the
Moroccan diaspora. The framing of the
Houthis is one of "terrorist escalation" that
threatens the ‘'"entire region with a
comprehensive war" comprehensive war.
Morocco's posture is one of alignment with
the Saudi-led coalition, while simultaneously
preparing for the inflationary shocks that
such a war would trigger.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Moroccan economy is navigating a period
of intense structural transition. While
macro-indicators like tourism and remittances
are at record highs, the "real economy" is
suffering from a massive trade deficit and
currency volatility driven by external

geopolitical shocks. Market sentiment is
cautiously optimistic regarding the new
government but wary of the immediate
inflationary pressures on energy and food.

Key Economic Vectors

* Trade Deficit: Reached 82 billion MAD by
late August 2026, with imports totaling 617
billion MAD against exports of only 334
billion MAD trade deficit.

e Tourism Performance: Received 15.7
million tourists in the first nine months of
2026, a 5% increase over 2025 tourism
records.

* Remittances: Moroccan expatriate
transfers reached 89 billion MAD as of
August 2026 remittances.

Currency Reserves: Bank Al-Maghrib
holds $45 billion, providing a critical
buffer against the Dirham's depreciation
ritical buffer.

* Aeronautics Investment: The Marrakech
Air Show 2026 signed deals worth 404
billion MAD, signaling a massive expansion
in high-value manufacturing Marrakech
Air Show.

* Real Estate/Construction: Cement sales
hit 11 million tons by September, a 1.17%
increase, indicating continued
infrastructure activity cement sales.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day was defined by the formalization of
the Mansouri cabinet and the sidelining of the
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previous electoral victors, marking a clear
shift in the Kingdom's executive leadership.

* Fatima-Zahra Mansouri: Appointed Head
of Government; she is now the face of a
"new generation" of Moroccan reform and
the first woman to lead the executive
branch Mansouri.

* The "Coalition Four" (PAM, Istiqlal,
USFP, PPS): These parties emerged as the
winners of the negotiation process,
securing a 207-seat majority Coalition Four.

* PJD and Leftist Coalition: The primary
losers of the executive reshuffle, now
relegated to a sharper, more ideological
opposition losers.

* Robert Hall and Michael Woodford:
Winners of the Nobel Prize in Economics
for their work on monetary policy and
economic stabilization Nobel Prize.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The day's coverage was dominated by
monarchic activity and domestic political
transitions. The lead story across all
segments was the appointment of the
Mansouri government and Crown Prince
Moulay Hassan’s opening of the Salon du
Cheval. This creates an editorial tone of
stability, continuity, and progress. The
Riyadh airport attack, while covered
extensively, was secondary to domestic affairs,
serving as a reminder of Morocco’s
"reliability" in a chaotic world. Economic
stories were presented with a dual narrative:
acknowledging "unusual" pressures while
reassuring the public of the state's deep
financial reserves. Stories concerning digital
violence against women and aspartame health
risks were used to populate the "social
progress" and "consumer safety" beats,

respectively. Conspicuously absent was any
deep criticism of the transition or details on
the specific portfolios of the new ministers,
which remain a subject of intense closed-door
negotiation.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The global arena is portrayed as a fracturing
system where Morocco acts as a bridge and
an island of stability. The framing emphasizes
bilateralism and sovereign equality over
multilateral dependency.

COUNTRIES

* Saudi Arabia: Framed as a strategic
brother under siege; portrayed as a
resilient victim of ‘“terrorist" Houthi
aggression while maintaining economic
leadership through its global o0il summits

strategic brother.

* Yemen (Houthi-controlled): Portrayed as
an unstable, lawless aggressor violating
all international norms and pushing the
region  toward  catastrophe  lawless
aggressor.

* Spain and France: Framed as essential
but complex partners; Spain is lauded for
its "strategic coordination" on terror, while
France is portrayed through a lens of
cultural connection and shared migratory

challenges essential partners.

* South Korea: Portrayed as a model for
technology transfer and industrial
partnership, particularly in the railway and

green hydrogen sectors technology model.
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NON-STATE & CORPORATE

ACTORS

* The Houthi Movement: Explicitly framed
as a destructive Iranian proxy whose
actions “"thwart the best efforts" for
regional peace Iranian proxy.

* Bank Al-Maghrib:
competent and professional, the "last
line of defense" for the national currency in
a volatile market Bank Al-Maghrib.

Characterized as

* United Nations:
procedural forum
successfully navigates and wins diplomatic
battles over its territorial integrity

procedural forum.

Portrayed as a

where Morocco

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The Moroccan state is actively seeding a
narrative of "Competence over Ideology."
By framing the new government as an
"alignment of expertise" rather than a political
compromise, the state is attempting to
depoliticize economic grievances. There is a
clear narrative shield around the Dirham’s
depreciation; the central bank's
"professionalism" is cited repeatedly to
prevent bank runs or speculative panics.
Externally, the King’s warning against
"blackmail" on the migration file serves as a
strategic leak of Morocco’s willingness to
use its "gatekeeper" status as a bargaining
chip in future negotiations with the EU

strategic leak.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Immediate Fuel Price Intervention:
Given the presence of the PPS and USFP in
the coalition, the Mansouri government will
likely announce a short-term subsidy or
price cap on fuel within its first 100 days
to secure social peace fuel price
intervention.

* Escalation in Yemen: The death of U.S.
citizens at Riyadh airport U.S. casualties
makes a direct American kinetic response
against Houthi command centers highly
probable within the next 14 days.

* Tech-Industrial Pivot: Morocco will likely
formalize its first "AI Sovereign Data
Center" by early 2027, leveraging its new
partnerships with South Korea and the 404
billion @ MAD aeronautics investment

pipeline tech-industrial pivot.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The new
government will present its legislative
program, which will likely focus heavily on
employment and health sector reform.
Expect a spike in regional military activity
following the Riyadh attack, potentially
impacting maritime insurance rates in the
Mediterranean and Atlantic approaches.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The 2027
Finance Bill will be the first true stress test
for the Mansouri coalition. It must balance the
demand for lower income taxes tax cuts with
the need to fund massive infrastructure
projects for the 2030 World Cup.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Morocco is
positioning itself to be the primary gateway
for "South-South" trade and high-tech
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manufacturing in Africa. If successful, the
transition from an agrarian and phosphate-
dependent economy to a high-tech defense
and energy hub will be completed by 2030.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current risk environment is dominated by
the intersection of regional war and
domestic inflation. The state's ability to
maintain its "stable anchor" status is the
critical variable.

* Risk of Regional Conflagration:
Triggers: A massive retaliatory strike on
Sana'a or Hodeidah leading to a closure of
the Strait of Hormuz. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Catastrophic for global energy
prices and Morocco's trade balance.
Mitigations: Accelerated transition to
renewable energy and securing alternative
energy supply chains from the Atlantic
energy crisis.

* Risk of Social Unrest (purchasing
power): Triggers: Fuel prices exceeding 18
MAD or a failure of the "100-day"
government program to show tangible
results. Likelihood: Moderate-High. Impact:
Institutional decay and loss of government
mandate. Mitigations: Immediate
implementation of the Social Protection
program and direct cash transfers to

vulnerable households purchasing power.

* Risk of Cyber/Information Warfare:
Triggers: State-sponsored hack of
Moroccan banking or health data.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Erosion of
public trust in the "Digital Transformation"
and loss of foreign investment. Mitigations:
Strengthening the CNDP's regulatory
power and increasing the defense budget
for the General Directorate of Information

System Security cyber defense.

* Risk of Food Security Shocks: Triggers:

A prolonged drought despite the October
rains. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: High
inflation in agricultural products and
increased rural-to-urban migration.
Mitigations: Massive  investment in
desalination plants and "smart" irrigation
technologies water security.

Risk of Judicial/Diplomatic Blockage
with the EU: Triggers: A final adverse
ruling by the European Court of Justice on
Morocco-EU trade agreements. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Straining of the "Responsible
Partner" narrative and potential disruption
of migration cooperation. Mitigations:
Diversifying trade partners (South Korea,
USA, West Africa) to reduce EU

dependency EU blockage.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* Ministerial Portfolios: The specific names

and backgrounds of the ministers in the
Mansouri cabinet were not disclosed,
leaving a gap in assessing the
technocratic vs. political balance of the
new government.

Impact of U.S. Casualties: While U.S.
deaths at Riyadh airport were mentioned
U.S. casualties, the exact number and their
roles (military vs. civilian) were not
specified, which significantly impacts the
nature of the likely U.S. response.

CAS Dispute Details: The legal basis for
Morocco's claim to the AFCON title against
Senegal in the Court of Arbitration for
Sport was presented mnationalistically
without detailing the specific "legal
evidence" document submitted to the court

CAS dispute.
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* Internal Dissent within the Coalition:
The reports emphasize "harmony," but the
significant ideological gap between Istiqlal
(conservative) and PPS (socialist) on social
reforms is a known tension point that was
entirely omitted.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Desperate Majority" Hypothesis: The
formation of such a broad four-party coalition,
including the left, might not be a sign of
strength, but a desperate defensive move to
prevent a unified opposition from forming
during an expected winter of economic
hardship. If the coalition fails to deliver, there
will be no "safety valve" left in the political
system, potentially leading to a crisis of
representation.

The "Stalling Tactic" Diplomacy: The
King’s speech on migration and the
"responsible partner" narrative could be a
calculated stalling tactic. By warning
against pressure, Morocco may be preparing
to unilaterally suspend parts of its security
cooperation if the EU does not provide a
definitive favorable status on the Sahara
issue, effectively using the "threat matrix" as
a geopolitical shield.

Black Swan Event: The "Hormuz Closure":
A regional war following the Riyadh attack
could lead to a total closure of the Strait of
Hormuz. Despite Morocco’s $45 billion in
reserves, a total stop of oil flow would lead to
a Dirham collapse and the immediate failure
of the new government, regardless of its
"intellectual convergence."

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Accelerate the Atlantic Port strategy to
bypass potential Mediterranean/Red Sea
bottlenecks for energy imports.

* Establish an Emergency Price
Stabilization Fund specifically for fuel
and grain to protect the new government’s
political mandate.

* Prioritize the Reciprocity Clause in all
new migration and security treaties with
the EU.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Opportunity: High-tech manufacturing,
specifically Al and cybersecurity
services, will massive state
subsidies and regulatory support under the
Mansouri mandate.

receive

* Risk: Supply chain disruptions from the
Middle East are highly likely; firms should
diversify logistics through Tangier-Med
toward Atlantic routes.

* Opportunity: The "Regionalization" push
will offer tax incentives for companies
investing in the "fragile regions" of the

South and East regionalization incentives.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The opening of the legislative session was
defined by monarchic guidance and the
announcement of a dominant four-party
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coalition ready to implement a
generation" of strategies.

new * Riyadh Airport Missile Strike: Houthi
forces hit King Khalid International Airport
with multiple missiles, killing 18 and

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: wounding over 300; operations suspended

o 2027 Finance Bill: Framed as the
critical vehicle for tax reform and
social protection funding 2027 Finance
Bill.

o Cybersecurity/Al Sovereignty
Framework: Proposed laws to
strengthen data protection and create a

national digital security agency
digital security.
o Regionalization Implementation

Law: Aimed at accelerating the transfer
of resources from the center to the

regions Regionalization.

« HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Mansouri Coalition Announcement:
Formal press event detailing the PAM,
Istiglal, USFP, and PPS alliance press
event.

o UN 4th Committee Interventions:
Reaffirmation of Sahara support by Gulf
allies UN Interventions.

o Moon Sighting Declaration: Ministry
of Endowments announcement of the
start of Jumada al-Ula on October 13

Moon Sighting.

KEY STORIES

* Historic Government Formation: Fatima-
Zahra Mansouri leads a new four-party
coalition (PAM, Istiglal, USFP, PPS) with
207 seats, focusing on social justice and
economic growth Mansouri coalition.

indefinitely Riyadh attack.

Crown Prince Opens 17th Salon du
Cheval: Moulay Hassan inaugurates the El
Jadida event under the theme "The Horse in
the Service of Man," emphasizing heritage
and industry Salon du Cheval.

King's Speech at Parliament Opening:
HM King Mohammed VI outlines strategic
priorities: water security, AI, and a
"responsible partner" approach to Europe
Dirham Currency Stress: Analysts and
Bank  Al-Maghrib  discuss "unusual"
depreciation due to 82 billion MAD trade
deficit and energy price hikes Dirham
stress.

Marrakech Air Show 2026: Major event
concludes with 404 billion MAD in deals
and a shift toward domestic defense
manufacturing Marrakech Air Show.

Gulf Support for Sahara: Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, Bahrain, and Kuwait reaffirm
Moroccan sovereignty at the UN 4th
Committee Gulf Support.

Cybersecurity Sovereignty: National
debate on protecting personal data and

information systems against escalating
global cyber threats cybersecurity.

Heavy Weather Impacts: Floods and
thunderstorms in Settat (77mm) and Al
Haouz; traffic disruptions reported but
reservoirs are being replenished Heavy
Weather.

Futsal Africa Cup of Nations: Morocco
(defending champion) prepares to face
Algeria in Rabat for the tournament
opening Futsal AFCON.
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* CAS Sports Dispute: Morocco and
Senegal await a verdict from the Court of
Arbitration for Sport regarding the
controversial 2025 AFCON final events CAS
Dispute.

* Nobel Prize in Economics: Robert Hall
and Michael Woodford awarded for their
work on monetary policy and economic
stabilization Nobel Economics.

* South Korean Partnership: Interview
with the Korean Ambassador on a $2.5
billion railway deal and future green

hydrogen cooperation Korean Partnership.

Digital Violence Awareness: National
Campaign on "Pink October" and
combating cyber-harassment against
women Pink October.

* Aspartame Health Debate: WHO and
Moroccan health experts discuss the
potential carcinogenicity and health risks of

artificial sweeteners Aspartame debate.

e Tangier Book Fair: 14th edition
celebrates Tangier as a "refuge for writers"
and a hub for Mediterranean culture
Tangier Book Fair.

Tetouan Film Festival: Tunisian film
"Approximation" wins the Grand Prize at
the 31st edition of the Mediterranean
Cinema Festival Film Festival.

* Poultry Price Surge: Market report on
rising chicken prices due to production
costs and distribution issues, impacting

household budgets Poultry prices.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily- -trends-on- itol-hill-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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