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TAIWAN’S ELECTORAL
POLARIZATION INTENSIFIES
THROUGH LINEAGE-BASED

CHARACTER ASSASSINATION
WHILE REGIONAL SECURITY
NARRATIVES SHIFT TOWARD

SKEPTICISM OF ALLIED MILITARY
INTERVENTION.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  domestic  political  landscape  in  Taiwan

has  entered  a  phase  of  high-intensity

cognitive and character-based warfare as the

Taipei  mayoral  race  nears  its  final  50  days.

The  discourse  has  shifted  from  substantive

municipal  policy  to  a  vitriolic  debate  over

candidate  lineage  and  political  "personas."

Former  Legislative  Speaker  You  Si-kun’s

comments  regarding  Chiang  Wan-an’s

ancestry,  characterized  as  "adopting  a

grandfather," have sparked a backlash against

the  Democratic  Progressive  Party  (DPP)  for

perceived  "low-level"  political  tactics.

Simultaneously,  the  DPP’s  candidate,  Puma

Shen, is undergoing a visible rebranding from

a radical  academic to  a  moderate municipal

leader, a transition critics describe as a highly

engineered "marketing  product"  designed to

mask  past  support  for  controversial  stances

on  the  death  penalty  and  drug

decriminalization.

On  the  regional  security  front,  a  significant

narrative  shift  is  emerging  regarding  the

reliability  of  the  US-Japan  alliance.  Despite

the  commencement  of  the  "Sword  Edge"

exercises  and  the  deployment  of  anti-ship

systems  on  Yonaguni  Island,  there  is  a

growing  skepticism  within  the  Taiwanese

media regarding actual allied intervention in a

cross-strait  conflict.  Highlighting  recent

Japanese  polling  where  over  80%  of

respondents  oppose  military  involvement,

analysts  are  framing  the  "Ukraine  Model"—

where the West provides weaponry but avoids

direct combat—as the likely future for Taiwan.

This  is  further  complicated  by  the

transactional foreign policy rhetoric of Donald

Trump, whose claims of brokering an "energy

ceasefire" between Russia and Ukraine were

met  with  confusion  by  the  Zelensky

administration  and  sharp  criticism  from

domestic political rivals.

Economically,  the  day  was  marked  by

significant volatility. The Taiwan stock market

faced an initial 500-point drop triggered by a

US Section 337 patent investigation targeting

tech  giants  Foxconn,  Quanta,  and  Delta

Electronics.  This  legal  warfare  is  driving

capital toward high-dividend ETFs, which are

being marketed as hedges against geopolitical

and regulatory instability. Domestically, social

order is under strain, evidenced by a series of

violent crimes, including a random stabbing/

murder  in  Xinzhuang  and  a  cold-blooded

murder-arson  case,  alongside  revelations  of

institutional  decay  in  the  Overseas

Community  Affairs  Council  (OCAC)  and  the

banking sector.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The  Rebranding  of  Puma  Shen  and  the

"Ocean Current" Campaign

The  campaign  of  Puma  Shen  has

transitioned from the "Bluebird" movement

to  the  "Ocean  Current"  (Yang  Liu)

movement,  which  critics  allege  is  a

rebranding of the same activists to create a

facade of renewed public momentum.

Controversy erupted over campaign tactics,

including  covering  vehicle  license  plates

with red cloth to avoid traffic fines and the

unauthorized use of drones near Songshan

Airport's restricted airspace during rallies.

Critics argue that Shen’s current moderate

stance is a "fake persona" designed to hide

his  historical  support  for  the  abolition  of

the  death  penalty  and  drug

decriminalization.

Lineage  Warfare  and  the  "Grandfather

Adoption" Narrative

Former  Legislative  Speaker  You  Si-kun

sparked a major controversy by framing the

Taipei mayoral election as a choice between

"adopting  a  daughter"  and  "adopting  a

grandfather," directly  attacking  Chiang

Wan-an’s  claims  to  the  Chiang  family

lineage.

KMT lawmakers have condemned this as a

"low-level"  tactic that  distracts  from

municipal  issues  and  involves  innocent

third parties in political disputes.

US-Japan  Military  Posture  vs.  Public

Sentiment

The US and Japan are preparing for "Sword

Edge" exercises, including the  deployment

of anti-air missiles on Yonaguni Island, just

109km from Taiwan.

Despite  these  maneuvers,  Japanese  polls

show  82.5%  of  Japanese  citizens  oppose

military  intervention  in  a  Taiwan  conflict,

leading to fears that Taiwan will be left to

"fight alone" under the Ukraine model.

Legal Warfare (Section 337) and Market

Reaction

The  US  has  initiated  a  Section  337

investigation  into  patent  infringement,

specifically  naming  Quanta,  Foxconn,  and

Delta Electronics as targets.

Taiwanese  markets  responded  with  an

initial 500-point drop, though high-dividend

ETFs  like  00927  showed  significant

resilience,  with  one-year  returns  reaching

127%.

Institutional  Corruption  and  Personal

Misconduct

The OCAC is reeling from the resignation of

Chairperson  Hsu  Chia-ching  following

allegations  that  she  allowed  her  son  to

impersonate  an  official to  receive  state-

funded perks.

A  bank  employee  was  indicted  for

accessing  personal  data  1,333  times to

investigate her sister’s boyfriend, resulting

in a 2 million TWD fine for the institution.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The deployment of missiles to Yonaguni is

officially  framed as defensive,  but experts

warn  it  signifies  a  shift  in  US  strategy

toward  intelligence  and  long-range  fire

only,  requiring  Taiwan  to  provide  the

"meat" for the battlefield.
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Trump’s  "energy  ceasefire"  claims  for

Russia and Ukraine suggest a potential US

pivot  that  would  prioritize  lowering

domestic  oil  prices over  the  strategic

integrity of allies.

Civil Unrest & Social Order

A  surge  in  random  violence  is  noted,

including  a  suspect  in  Xinzhuang  who

murdered his aunt after she provided him

with housing and an allowance, citing drug-

related stressors.

Public  anger  is  mounting  over  the

judiciary's perceived protection of criminals

through  the  "de  facto"  abolition  of  the

death penalty by constitutional judges.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

The  OCAC  scandal  involving  Hsu  Chia-

ching  is  being  used  by  the  opposition  to

argue that the DPP maintains a "culture of

entitlement" where  public  resources  are

treated as family assets.

The  dual-track  leadership  of  the  "Ocean

Current"  movement  highlights  a  split

between grassroots "Bluebird" activists and

the  engineered  professionalization of  the

Puma Shen campaign.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

The  US  Section  337  investigation  is

characterized not as a mere patent dispute

but  as  a  tool  of  economic  statecraft that

could  cripple  Taiwan's  primary  hardware

manufacturers.

A  land  registry  official  in  Taichung  was

caught misusing the system 1,333 times to

facilitate  debt  collection,  highlighting

systemic  vulnerabilities  in  civil  servant

access to private data.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  De-municipalization  of  Local

Elections

The  Taipei  mayoral  race  has  functionally

decoupled  from  municipal  governance.

Debates on airport relocation (Songshan) are

used as proxies for  national defense posture

rather than urban planning. The prominence

of lineage attacks (Chiang family history) and

"persona"  scrutiny  indicates  a  political

environment  where  tribal  signaling  is  more

effective  than  policy  platforming.  This  trend

suggests a long-term decay in the quality of

local  democratic  discourse,  where

"Information Warfare" experts like Puma Shen

are themselves becoming the central subjects

of narrative manipulation.

Abandonment  Anxiety  and  the  "Ukraine

Model"

A  consistent  theme  is  the  "cold  reality"  of

international  alliances.  The  broadcast

repeatedly emphasizes that while the US and

Japan  conduct  joint  drills,  their  domestic

populations  are  overwhelmingly  opposed  to

combat.  The  framing  of  Taiwan  as  a  "chip/

money provider" that will be expected to "die

for  itself"  while  the  US  "reaps  the  profit"

reflects  a  growing  nationalist  or  realist

skepticism within the Taiwanese media. This

narrative  directly  challenges  the  "Taiwan’s

trouble is Japan’s trouble" mantra of previous

years, suggesting it was an  empty slogan for

internal consumption.

The  Rise  of  Geopolitical  Hedging  in

Finance

Individual  investors  are  shifting  away  from

traditional  growth  stocks  toward  "high-

dividend"  vehicles  as  a  response  to  the
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unpredictability of US trade policy and cross-

strait tensions. The massive returns reported

for high-dividend ETFs (up to 127%) are being

marketed as a way for the "common person"

to  protect  their  capital  from "macro-shocks"

like  Trump's  tariffs  or  patent  lawsuits.  This

indicates  a  broader  market  sentiment  that

stability  is  no  longer  guaranteed  and  that

"cash  flow"  is  the  only  reliable  metric  in  a

volatile geopolitical environment.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Societal  Polarization  and  the  Death

Penalty

The de facto suspension of the death penalty

by the judiciary has become a major flashpoint

for  domestic  instability.  Public  sentiment,  as

reflected  in  the  outrage  over  the  "random

murder"  of  a  teacher where  the  killer

"escaped  death"  through  judicial  review,

suggests  a  widening  gulf  between  a

"progressive" legal elite and a "conservative/

security-focused"  populace.  KMT  politicians

are  successfully  weaponizing  this  gap,

portraying  the  DPP  as  "hypocrites" who

protect  the human rights  of  murderers  over

those of victims.

Institutional Erosion and Misconduct

The  repeated  mentions  of  high-level  civil

servant  misconduct—from  the  OCAC

"nepotism" scandal to the misuse of land and

bank  records—point  to  an  erosion  of

institutional integrity. The fact that an official

could  query  private  data  over  1,300  times

without  triggering  an  automated  red  flag

suggests  that  Taiwan’s  digital  governance

infrastructure  is  ill-equipped  to  prevent

insider threats, further damaging public trust

in the state's mandate.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  "Trump  Factor"  and  Energy

Geopolitics

The  portrayal  of  Donald  Trump  is  one  of  a

disruptive, transactional force. His unilateral

announcement  of  an  energy  ceasefire  is

framed  as  a  move  that  "slaps  the  face" of

traditional  diplomacy  and  leaves  allies  like

Ukraine  in  a  state  of  "consternation."  The

broadcast  suggests  that  a  future  Trump

administration  would  prioritize  energy  price

stability over the sovereignty of allies, a direct

warning to Taiwan that its "silicon shield" may

be  less  important  than  US  inflationary

pressures.

Japan’s Strategic Ambivalence

Japan  is  characterized  as  a  "weak"  partner

whose military aspirations are constrained by

its  pacifist  constitution and  public  opinion.

The  deployment  of  missiles  to  Yonaguni  is

seen less as a shield for Taiwan and more as a

deterrent  to  protect  Japan’s  own  territory,

with analysts warning that Japan would likely

refuse US requests to launch strikes from its

bases  to  defend  Taiwan  to  avoid  Chinese

retaliation.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic climate is defined by defensive

positioning  and  the  weaponization  of  trade

law. Market participants are increasingly wary

of  "black  swan"  regulatory  events  from  the

US,  while  domestic  consumption  is  being
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affected by inflation and a shift toward high-

yield financial products.

Stock  Market  Contraction: A  500-point

drop  in  early  trading  followed  the

announcement  of  US  Section  337

investigations into  Foxconn,  Quanta,  and

Delta Electronics.

High-Dividend  ETF  Boom: ETFs  like

00927  and  00939  are  seeing  record-

breaking  returns  (127%),  attracting  retail

investors looking for stability in a volatile

market.

Tech Sector Legal  Risk: The US patent

probe  targets  Taiwan's  core  AI  and

hardware supply chain, potentially  altering

future manufacturing footprints.

Energy  Prices: Market  anxiety  persists

regarding  the  impact  of  the  Middle  East

conflict  on  oil  prices,  with  Trump’s

"ceasefire"  claims  failing  to  calm

international Brent crude speculation.

Banking  Regulatory  Failure: A  major

bank was  fined 2 million TWD for internal

data security breaches, highlighting rising

compliance costs in the financial sector.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

A series of  resignations and indictments are

reshaping  the  middle  and  upper  tiers  of

Taiwanese governance,  signaling a period of

heightened internal scrutiny.

Hsu  Chia-ching  (OCAC  Chairperson):

Resigned following allegations of  nepotism

and allowing her minor son to masquerade

as an official during foreign trips. This is a

significant blow to the DPP’s image of clean

governance.

Li  Guan-de  (Former  Geneva

Representative): Facing  allegations  of

misusing  funds  for  high-end  hotel  stays

(180k  TWD/night)  for  visiting  officials,

highlighting  systemic  waste  in  the

diplomatic corps.

Puma Shen (DPP Mayoral  Candidate):

Currently  undergoing  a  persona  shift,

attempting  to  distance  himself  from

"Information Warfare" labels to appear as a

"pragmatic municipal leader."

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The broadcast exhibits a deeply skeptical and

often  sensationalist  tone  toward  the  ruling

DPP,  focusing  heavily  on  internal  scandals

and the failures of international alliances.

The  "Lead  Stories"  are  dominated  by  the

Taipei  mayoral  race's  lineage  disputes  and

"person-on-the-street"  crime  reports

(murders, fires, traffic violations), which serve

to create an atmosphere of social disorder and

political  pettiness.  "Buried  Stories"  include

the substantive details of municipal policy or

international  trade  negotiations,  which  are

minimized  in  favor  of  "character"  stories.

There  is  a  conspicuous  omission of  any

significant  diplomatic  successes  for  the

current administration, with the editorial slant

favoring  the  narrative  that  Taiwan  is  being

exploited by both its allies (US/Japan) and its

own political elites.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The media portrays the world as a fracturing

multipolar  arena  where  Taiwan  is  an

"unwitting pawn" or a "cash cow" for larger

powers.
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COUNTRIES

United  States: Framed  as  a  mercenary

and  transactional  ally that  uses  legal

probes (Section 337) to pressure Taiwanese

industry. "The US will sell you the weapons

to  die,  but  won't  send  their  own  sons to

fight."

Japan: Characterized as a timid and self-

interested neighbor.  Despite  "friendship"

rhetoric,  the  framing  is  that  Japan  will

abandon  Taiwan the  moment  its  own

territory is threatened. "76% believe China

will attack, but 82% refuse to help."

China: Portrayed  as  an  ever-present,

looming threat whose  military  exercises

are  a  direct  response  to  Taiwan’s

"provocations" and US "fire-stoking."

LEADERS

Donald  Trump: Framed  as  chaotic  and

unpredictable.  His  "energy  ceasefire"  is

seen  as  a  "deal  with  the  devil" that

undermines global order for the sake of US

oil prices.

Chiang  Wan-an: Portrayed  as  stoic  but

under siege by "malicious" lineage-based

attacks. He is framed as the "victim" of DPP

"smear campaigns."

Puma Shen: Characterized as an artificial

political  product—a  "chameleon"  whose

academic  background  in  "Information

Warfare" is now being used to  manipulate

his own image.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The broadcast itself identifies multiple layers

of  Information  Warfare  being  waged  by

domestic and foreign actors. The DPP’s use of

the "Ocean Current" movement is framed as

narrative  seeding,  where  old  activists  are

given  new  names  to  simulate  spontaneous

support. Conversely, the "lineage attacks" on

Chiang Wan-an are analyzed as  a  diversion

tactic meant  to  steer  public  attention  away

from  the  DPP’s  own  scandals.  The  delta

between the "moderate candidate Shen" and

the "radical academic Puma" is highlighted as

a  psy-op on the electorate. Furthermore, the

report  on  Huawei’s  AITO  vehicle  "brake

failure"  test in  China  is  presented  as  a

counter-narrative to China’s tech dominance,

highlighting  the  unreliability  of  "national

champion" products.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Mayoral Race Radicalization: As polling

remains tight, expect lineage-based attacks

to escalate into broader attacks on the ROC

constitution  and  historical  legitimacy,

further polarising the youth vote.

Economic  Pivot  to  Dividends: If  the

Section 337 investigation results  in heavy

sanctions or fines, Taiwan’s tech sector will

see  a  massive  capital  flight  into  "safe"

assets, potentially slowing AI infrastructure

development.

Allied  Decoupling  Narratives: The

"Ukraine  Model"  narrative  will  likely

become  the  dominant  opposition  talking

point,  forcing  the  administration  to  seek

more explicit,  written security  guarantees

from  the  US,  which  may  not  be

forthcoming.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge in

"Ocean Current" rallies and potentially more

drone-related  incidents  as  campaign  teams

push  for  visual  dominance  in  Taipei.  The
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Section  337  investigation  will  enter  a

"discovery" phase, causing continued volatility

for Foxconn and Quanta stocks.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Post-election

Taiwan  will  face  a  "crisis  of  mandate"

regardless of the winner, as the loser’s camp

will  likely  challenge  the  results  based  on

"Information  Warfare"  or  "interference"

narratives.  The  military  deployment  on

Yonaguni will become a permanent flashpoint

in regional diplomacy.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Taiwan  may  be

forced to choose between its hardware-centric

economic model and a new, more diversified

service/AI-software model as US and Chinese

"legal  warfare"  makes  traditional

manufacturing hubs less viable. The failure to

resolve the "death penalty" debate will lead to

a  broader  push  for  judicial  reform  or  the

replacement of constitutional judges.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Strategic  Abandonment: US/Japan

provide  only  logistical  support  during  a

conflict.  Triggers:  A  "transactional"  US

president  or  a  shift  in  Japanese  domestic

law. Likelihood: Moderate to High. Impact:

Catastrophic.  Mitigations:  Increase

domestic  defense manufacturing and non-

military "deterrence" strategies.

Supply  Chain  Paralysis: US  patent

lawsuits  cripple  major  hardware  firms.

Triggers:  Section  337  rulings  against

Foxconn/Quanta.  Likelihood:  Moderate.

Impact:  High  (GDP  contraction).

Mitigations: State-funded legal support and

intellectual property cross-licensing deals.

Internal  Social  Breakdown: Random

violence and public distrust in the judiciary.

Triggers:  High-profile  "failed"  death

penalty  cases  or  major  random  stabbing

events. Likelihood: High. Impact: Moderate

(Erosion  of  social  cohesion).  Mitigations:

Re-evaluating  sentencing  guidelines  and

mental health infrastructure.

Institutional  Insider  Threats: Massive

data  breaches  by  civil  servants.  Triggers:

Continued  lack  of  automated  auditing  in

land/bank  registries.  Likelihood:  High.

Impact: Moderate (Political scandal/Private

data loss). Mitigations: Implementing "zero-

trust"  architecture  for  government

databases.

Energy Volatility: Sudden oil price spikes

due  to  "failed"  US  diplomatic  deals.

Triggers: Collapse of Middle East ceasefire

or  Russian  retaliation.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact:  High.  Mitigations:

Diversifying energy sources and increasing

strategic reserves.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Counter-Cyber  Perspective: The

transcripts  focus  on  Puma  Shen’s

"Information Warfare" background but fail

to  detail  any  actual  foreign  cyber  threats

currently targeting Taiwan's infrastructure.

Economic  Resilience  Data: While

focusing on stock market drops, there is no

mention  of  Taiwan's  current  foreign

exchange  reserves  or  its  ability  to

withstand prolonged trade litigation.

Mainland China’s  Domestic  State: The

broadcast mentions Chinese military drills

but ignores China’s own internal economic

pressures,  which  may  be  driving  its

aggressive posture.
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Opposition  Alternative  Policy: The

broadcast is heavy on criticism of the DPP’s

"Ocean  Current"  campaign  but  fails  to

provide  a  detailed  counter-policy  for

Taipei’s  housing  or  AI  development  from

the KMT camp.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  "Lineage  Attack"  as  a  Strategic

Blunder: While the broadcast frames You Si-

kun’s attacks as "low-level," it may actually be

a highly effective tactic to alienate moderate

voters  from  the  Chiang  family  brand,

potentially  handing  the  election  to  Shen  by

painting the KMT as "feudal" and outdated. If

Chiang Wan-an overreacts  to  these  personal

attacks, he risks appearing unstable and "un-

mayoral."

The  Section  337  Probe  as  "Helpful"

Pressure: Rather  than  economic  sabotage,

the  US  patent  probe  might  be  a  strategic

nudge  intended  to  force  Taiwanese  firms  to

distance  themselves  from  Chinese

manufacturing chains more rapidly, ultimately

securing their  long-term position in  the US-

aligned market at the cost of short-term pain.

Black  Swan  Event: An  accidental  drone

strike  or  aviation  incident  near  Songshan

Airport  during  a  campaign  rally  triggers  a

national  security  emergency,  leading  to  the

immediate  suspension  of  the  election  and  a

period of military-led stability operations.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Prepare  for  a  "Solo  Defense"

scenario;  the  reliance  on  Japanese

intervention is statistically unsupported by

their domestic politics.

Diplomacy: Conduct  an  internal  audit  of

the  OCAC and  diplomatic  corps  to  purge

nepotism  and  "high-end"  waste  before  it

becomes a structural liability.

Legal: Address the Death Penalty judicial

gap; the disconnect between judges and the

public  is  a  primary  driver  of  domestic

unrest.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Capital  Allocation: Pivot  toward  high-

dividend  ETFs  and  infrastructure-focused

funds to mitigate volatility from US Section

337 investigations.

Supply  Chain: Accelerate  patent  audits

and  diversification  away  from  hardware

vulnerable to US "legal warfare."

Data Security: Financial institutions must

implement  "zero-trust"  protocols  for

employee access to customer data to avoid

massive regulatory fines.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Recent  legislative  activity  has  focused  on

social  security,  judicial  oversight,  and  the
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ethical conduct of public officials following a

series of high-profile scandals.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Death Penalty Sentencing Guidelines: A

proposal  to  limit  judicial  discretion  in

"random  murder"  cases  following  the

backlash over "de facto" abolition.

Public Servant Ethics Act Amendment:

A  proposed  tightening  of  rules  regarding

family  members  of  high-ranking  officials

accompanying  them  on  state  business,

sparked by the OCAC nepotism scandal.

Drug  Decriminalization  Debates:

Renewed  discussion  on  whether  past

"progressive"  proposals  for  community-

based  drug  distribution  (Safe  Injection

Sites) should be permanently rejected.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Songshan Airport  Relocation  Hearing:

Defense Ministry officials clarified that the

airport is  critical for "capital defense" and

cannot  be  closed  without  a  decade-long

military restructuring.

OCAC  Corruption  Press  Conference:

The  KMT  presented  "检举资料"  (举报/

whistleblower  data)  showing  misuse  of

travel funds by OCAC officials.

KEY STORIES

Xinzhuang  Murder-Arson  Case: A  33-

year-old  man  murdered  his  aunt  and

attempted  to  burn  her  home  after  she

provided  him  with  housing  and  an

allowance, citing drug and debt issues.

The "Ocean Current" Campaign Ethics:

Reports  of  Puma  Shen's  team  covering

license  plates to  avoid  fines  and  drones

interfering with aviation near the Security

Bureau/Airport zone.

US  Section  337  Tech  Probe: The  US

International  Trade  Commission  is

investigating  patent  infringement  against

Quanta and Foxconn, leading to a market

sell-off.

The  "Grandfather"  Lineage  Dispute:

Former Speaker You Si-kun’s public attack

on Chiang Wan-an’s lineage legitimacy.

Hsu  Chia-ching’s  Resignation: The

OCAC head quit after her son was caught

impersonating an official to  receive state-

funded perks.

Bank Privacy Breach: A  bank employee

looked up a sister’s boyfriend’s data  1,333

times, leading to a 2M TWD fine.

Yonaguni  Missile  Deployment: The  US

and  Japan  deploy  anti-ship/air  systems  to

the island, though experts warn of strategic

limits to defense.

Trump’s  "Energy  Ceasefire": Trump’s

claims  of  an  Russia-Ukraine  energy  deal

clashed  with  reality as  Russian  airstrikes

on power plants continued.

Death  Penalty  Public  Outrage: A

"random  killer"  from  2014  had  his  death

sentence  commuted,  sparking  nationwide

protests against the judiciary.

Huawei AITO Brake Failure: A Chinese

media  test  showed  the  high-end  Huawei-

backed vehicle  suffered catastrophic brake

failure at 100km/h.

Taichung  Land  Registry  Scandal: An

official used state computers to help collect

debts, querying data over 1,300 times.
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Saudi  Airport  Attacks: Houthi  rebels

attacked  a  Saudi  airport,  killing  13  and

causing 600 flight cancellations.

High-Dividend ETF Success: Returns on

00927 reached 127% over a year, driving a

shift in retail investment.

Taoyuan Market Theft & Assault: A man

and woman stole meat/fish worth 10k TWD;

the man was assaulted by the vendor while

being arrested.

Google Maps "Vampire Mode": A new AI

feature  in  Maps  helps  users  plan  routes

entirely in the shade to avoid the sun.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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