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GLOBAL ENERGY CRISIS DEEPENS
AS MARITIME BLOCKADE AND
YEMEN CONFLICT RESHAPE
REGIONAL POWER DYNAMICS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

October 12, 2026, marks a critical inflection
point in the multi-front conflict involving Iran,
the United States, and their regional proxies.
The day is dominated by the tightening of a
maritime "sovereignty" campaign in the Strait
of Hormuz, where the Islamic Republic of Iran
Navy (IRGC-N) has successfully transitioned
from a total closure to a managed blockade,
systematically targeting tankers attempting to
bypass Iranian oversight. This maritime
pressure is now coupled with a significant
escalation in Yemen; Ansarullah forces have
imposed a reciprocal aerial blockade on Saudi
Arabia, effectively grounding international
civilian aviation in Riyadh and other major
hubs. These dual pressures have driven global
oil prices to historic highs, with physical
crude trading at $127 per barrel, creating a
global "stagflationary" shock reminiscent of
the 1970s.

Simultaneously, the geopolitical alignment of
the West is fracturing. US President Donald

Trump, facing a "national humiliation" in the
regional war and an impending midterm
election, has reportedly abandoned previous
alliances to secure an energy ceasefire with
Russia. This includes threats to cut
intelligence to Ukraine and a pivot toward
Russian diesel imports to alleviate domestic
fuel shortages. This perceived "betrayal" of
Ukraine and Europe, combined with massive
social unrest in France and political
polarization in the US, suggests a period of
internal decay within the Western bloc.
Meanwhile, Iran is leveraging its perceived
"Martyrdom of the Leader" to consolidate
domestic unity, framing the ongoing economic
and military hardships as a "civilizational war"
where Western systems are failing while
Iranian-Russian technological cooperation in

Al and digital sovereignty matures.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Maritime Blockade
Enforcement

and Sovereignty

* The IRGC-N reported the third tanker fire
in 24 hours after a shuttle tanker hit a sea
mine while attempting an unauthorized
passage in the southern Strait of Hormuz.

Iranian officials have declared a shift from
total closure to a managed transit system,
where no commercial vessel may pass
without explicit coordination with Iranian
authorities.

* US forces are reportedly attempting to
smuggle fuel using warplanes and small
vessels to bypass the blockade, a tactic
Iranian officials describe as a sign of
American "misery."
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Yemen-Saudi Conflict Escalation

e Ansarullah (Houthi) forces have
successfully sh h's Kin
Khalid International Airport using ballistic
missiles and drones, declaring the entire
Saudi airspace a "war zone" excluding
Islamic holy sites.

wn __Ri

* Major international carriers, including
Delta and I.ufthansa, have suspended
flights to Riyadh through early 2027,
signaling long-term lack of confidence in
Saudi air defenses.

* On the ground, Ansarullah forces are
completing the encirclement of Taiz, while

Saudi-backed forces reportedly face
imminent collapse in southern
governorates.

Fracture of the Western Alliance

* President Trump has entered a
controversial diesel import agreement with
Russia, reversing years of energy sanctions
to lower US pump prices before the
November midterms.

* The US administration has threatened
Ukraine with the cessation of all military
and intelligence aid if Kiev continues to
strike Russian energy infrastructure.

* In France, President Macron’s popularity
has plummeted to 15 percent amid massive
student-led protests and general strikes
over energy costs and austerity.

Regional Withdrawal and Base

Vulnerability

* Democratic Senator Chris Murphy has
publicly described the destruction of multi-
billion dollar US bases in Qatar and
Bahrain as a ‘"national humiliation,"
claiming they are now "inoperable" due to
Iranian strikes.

e The US has officially withdrawn ground
forces from Iraq after decades of presence,

following intense pressure from the
"Resistance Axis" and a surge in attacks
against the remaining US footprint.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* The US has unveiled the Lucas Drone, a
low-cost expendable system reverse-
engineered from Iranian Shahed-136
technology, acknowledging the shift toward
mass-produced attrition warfare.

e Iran has implemented a "30 million
volunteer" mobilization plan, framing the
current conflict as an existential defense of
Iranian civilization.

Energy & Critical Minerals

* Global physical oil has reached $127/barrel
due to the Hormuz managed-transit risk
and the decimation of Saudi export
capacity.

* The International Energy Agency (IEA) has

requested members to release strategic
diesel reserves as refinery damage in

Russia and Saudi Arabia constrains supply.

e UK diesel drivers face an additional £2.5
billion in annual fuel costs as prices exceed
£2 per liter.

Tech Sovereignty & Al

* Iran and Russia held a high-level digital
summit in Moscow to develop Al-driven
industrial systems intended to replace
Western software (WhatsApp, Instagram)
cited as national security threats.
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e Iran has launched the thir

lardized digital addressing (G-NAF) to

optimize logistics and the distribution of
targeted subsidies during the war.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

* President Pezeshkian is pushing to

privatize or reform 7,000 trillion tomans
($160B+) in loss-making state-affiliated

(Khosulati) companies, citing the need for
"merit-based" management to survive the
economic war.

e The US administration is accused of

political weaponization of the FBI following

a raid on the home of Representative Ilhan
Omar.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of the "Blank Check" Era for US
Allies

The transcripts reveal a profound shift in US
foreign policy under the current
administration. By prioritizing short-term
domestic fuel prices and political survival, the
US is signal-stripping its commitments to
traditional partners. The threat to Ukraine
and the perceived abandonment of Saudi
Arabia’s air defense security in the face of
Houthi strikes suggest that the US security
umbrella is no longer reliable. This has led
regional actors, including Qatar and the UAE,
to reevaluate their security architectures,
with former Qatari officials warning of an
"existential threat" to the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) that can only be solved through
direct regional de-escalation rather than
reliance on Washington.

Asymmetric Technological Parity

A recurring theme is the "globalization" of
Iranian asymmetric military doctrine. The US
adoption of the Lucas drone—a direct copy of
Iranian low-cost drone philosophy—marks a
rare historical moment where a superpower
adopts the technological paradigm of a
sanctioned adversary. This confirms that the
"economics of air warfare" have permanently
shifted; expensive Western interceptors
(Patriot, THAAD) are failing to protect critical
infrastructure (Aramco, Riyadh Airport)
against swarms of $35,000 drones. Iran is
framing this not just as a military win, but as a
civilizational proof of concept regarding its

"resilience-based" engineering.

Internal Institutional Decay in the West
vs. Forced Consolidation in the East

The broadcasts present a stark contrast
between the internal states of the Western
and Eastern blocs. France is depicted as a
nation on the brink of systemic collapse, with
police suppressing children in schools while
the elite focus on military spending. The US is
portrayed as a 'failing empire" where the
President must choose between a Deal with
Putin or domestic collapse. In contrast, Iran is
using the "Third Imposed War" narrative and
the recent martyrdom of its leader to suppress
internal dissent and force a radical
restructuring of its economy, moving away
from "Khosulati" corruption toward a "war
economy" managed by students and
technocrats.
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INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Iran: Transition and War Mobilization

* The nation is in a period of mourning and
high-tension transition following the
martyrdom of the Supreme ILeader (Imam
Khamenei), which has been used as a
catalyst for a "30 million Jan-Fada" (Life-
Giver) volunteer movement.

President Pezeshkian is facing a massive
budget crisis, attempting to manage a
complex gasoline subsidy reform while
admitting that transportation costs exceed
the selling price of fuel.

e Systemic  corruption in  state-owned
companies is being publicly attacked by
both the President and the Judiciary Chief
as a threat to national survival.

France: Social Fracturing

* Massive student protests have evolved into
a broader anti-militarism movement, with
citizens demanding funds be shifted from
the defense budget to education and failing
infrastructure.

* Reporters highlight the "militarization of
the police," with reports of brutal

crackdowns on unarmed minors.
USA: Midterm Election Crisis

* Economic anxiety is the primary driver for
84% of voters, as the war with Iran creates
an $80 cost for a single tank of gas.

» Elite infighting is peaking, with Congress
being denied access to inspect damaged US
bases in the Persian Gulf, leading to
accusations of a massive cover-up by the
Trump administration.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Iran: Managed Regional Dominance

Iran frames itself as the "anchor of security"
in the Persian Gulf. By "managing" the Strait
of Hormuz rather than closing it, Tehran is
demonstrating a sophisticated use of
economic statecraft—allowing "friendly" trade
while punishing the US and its allies. This
posture forces every global economic player
to negotiate directly with Tehran, bypassing
traditional US-led structures.

USA: Strategic Retreat and

Transactionalism

The US is portrayed as retreating from its
global "Empire" role. The withdrawal from

Irag and the abandonment of Ukraine's
energy strikes represent a pivot toward
"America First" energy survival. This is
framed by Iranian analysts as the "beginning

f th 11 f th regional order" in
West Asia.

The Resistance Axis: Strategic
Coordination

There is evidence of deep tactical

coordination between Ansarullah in Yemen
and Hezbollah in I.ebanon. The coordinated
strikes on Saudi airports and the "Olive
Harvest" solidarity missions in South Lebanon
are framed as a unified response to US-Israeli
aggression, signaling that any attack on one
node of the axis will trigger an asymmetric
response against the nearest Western or proxy
asset.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economy is currently in the grip of
a war-induced energy shock, with the primary
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"Hormuz risk premium" now integrated into
all physical commodity prices. The transition
to a physical "spot market" for oil has created
a $24/barrel gap between futures and
immediate delivery, indicating a desperate
lack of liquidity in the energy market.

* Energy Prices: Physical Brent Crude at
$127/barrel; future contracts between

$106 and $117.
* Shipping & Logistics: Tanker charter
rates have jumped from $400,000/day to
$1.3 million/day. Tanker insurance has
quadrupled, adding $27 per barrel to the

final consumer price.

* Human Capital Costs: Maritime labor is
seeing wartime spikes; ship captains in the
Gulf now earn $150,000/month, and sailors
demand up to $25,000 per voyage through
high-risk zones.

* Subsidies & Inflation: Iran is struggling
with a 1,500 toman gasoline price
mismatch with logistics costs. The
government is attempting to pivot to CNG

(Compressed Natural Gas) to save $6

billion in annual gasoline import costs.

* Market Sentiment: Global markets are in
a state of "stagflation" (stagnant growth +
high inflation), with industrial sectors in
the West facing refinery shortages for

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The regional Ileadership landscape is
undergoing a violent and systemic reshuffling,
characterized by the vacuum left by the
"Martyrdom of the Leader" in Iran and the

political desperation of President Trump in
the US.

* The Martyred Leader (Iran): The
transcripts refer to the recent death of the
Supreme Leader as a martyrdom during
the conflict. This has unified the military
factions but left a complex vacuum being
filled by the "Leader’s Son" (Mujtaba) and a
collegiate military-executive leadership
team.

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as an "out of
options" leader. His agreement with Russia
is framed as a betrayal of European
partners, potentially leading to a post-
election impeachment or a total loss of the

House of Representatives.

* Mohammad bin Salman (MBS): Facing a
"sinking ship" scenario. His air defenses
have been proven ineffective, and he is
reportedly pivoting toward a "pressure on
Iran" strategy while the US pulls its bases
out of his periphery.

* Masoud Pezeshkian: Is attempting to

consolidate power by targeting the "Deep
State" companies (Khosulati) to fund the

war effort, a high-risk internal move
against entrenched economic elites.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The IRINN editorial hierarchy is starkly
focused on Sovereignty and Resistance.
The "Lead Stories" emphasize the total failure
of US military hardware (drones and bases)
and the Iranian mastery of the Strait of
Hormuz. Domestic economic pain is
acknowledges but always framed as a '"price

of independence" or blamed on US "economic

terrorism."
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Buried Stories: Detailed casualty counts
from the "Projectiles" hitting the Strait of
Hormuz are minimized, focusing instead on
the "status of the crew" being fine. Internal
debates within the Iranian leadership
regarding the succession of the Supreme
Leader are completely absent, replaced by
monolithic "solidarity" narratives.

Conspicuous Omissions: There is no
mention of the actual current inflation rate
in Iran, only mentions of "efforts to control it."
The environmental impact of multiple
tankers being hit and mined in a sensitive
waterway like Hormuz is almost entirely
ignored, despite the catastrophic potential for

regional fisheries and desalination plants.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The broadcast portrays the world as a binary
struggle between an Axis of Honor (Iran,
Yemen, Hezbollah) and an Axis of Decay (US,
Israel, Saudi Arabia, UK). The framing is
deeply historical, linking modern conflicts to
2,500-year-old wars.

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

e Iran: Portrayed as a "Thousand-year
Civilization" that is stable and resilient.
"The Iranian nation is not for sale; its soil is
sacred and non-negotiable."

* USA (Trump): Portrayed as an inept
"debtor" and "liar" who is bankrupting his
own country for Israel. "A billionaire who
doesn't know his geography and is now a

smuggler of fuel."

* Russia (Putin): Framed as a
transactional survivor. While an Iranian
ally, the broadcast subtly critiques Russia's
willingness to deal with Trump for oil,
though it frames it as a "humiliation for
Washington" rather than a betrayal by
Moscow.

* Saudi Arabia: Characterized as a weak
and besieged entity that has "lost the
scent of security." "They thought money
could buy safety from missiles, but Riyadh
is now dark."

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* Ansarullah (Houthis): Portrayed as a
competent regional power that has
moved from "wood propellers" to closing

international airports. They are the primary

agents of Houthi "reciprocity."

* Aramco: Framed as a vulnerable asset
whose collapse end Western
civilization. The CEQO's warnings are used
as proof of Western fear.

would

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The meta-narrative of the day is "Managed
Chaos." Iranian state media is seeding the
idea that they are not "closing" Hormuz, but
"governing" it. This is a crucial semantic
shift designed to provide legal cover under
international maritime law while effectively
exerting total control.

* False Flag Narrative: Iranian media is

aggressively pushing the "False Flag"

(Percham Dorooghin) narrative, claiming
the US and UK are faking incidents (like a

suspicious van in the UK or a pilot with a
knife) to justify a NATO intervention.
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* Economic "Drip" Campaign: By
announcing tanker strikes every 24 hours,
Iran is conducting psychological operations
against the global oil market, ensuring the
"risk premium" never subsides, thereby
bleeding the Western treasury.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

Hypothesis 1: The GCC Collapse. If
Ansarullah continues to strike Riyadh and
Dammam with impunity, the UAE and Qatar
may formally break with Saudi Arabia and
negotiate a separate "Maritime Non-
Aggression Pact" with Iran to save their own
economies, effectively ending the GCC.

Hypothesis 2: The "Ukraine for Oil"
Trade. The Trump administration is likely
preparing a Grand Bargain where the US
recognizes Russian gains in Ukraine in
exchange for a guaranteed flow of Russian
diesel to the East Coast, causing a permanent
rift with the European Union.

Hypothesis 3: Iranian Domestic Purge.
President Pezeshkian will use the "War
Necessity" to nationalize or dissolve several
major IRGC-affiliated commercial entities
under the guise of "anti-corruption," likely
leading to intense internal friction between
the executive branch and military industrial
elites.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

* Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Likely
escalation in the Strait of Hormuz involving
"Escort Mi n" that will result in

a direct kinetic engagement with Iranian
shore-based missiles. Global gas prices in

the US will likely hit $6/gallon for diesel.

* Medium Term (1-6 Months): Total
cessation of civilian air traffic in the
Arabian Peninsula as Houthi drone swarms
overwhelm regional defense systems. Iran
will formalize its "Regional AI Bloc" with

Russia, creating a parallel digital economy
impervious to SWIFT sanctions.

* Long Term (1-5 Years): A structural
decline in the use of the US Dollar for
energy settlements. As Iran "governs" the
flow of energy through the world's most
critical choke point, a new "Bilateral
Resource-for-Tech” trade model will
replace the petrodollar system.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Risk: Global Diesel Famine. Triggers:
Ukraine-Russia  strikes on refineries
combined with the Hormuz blockade.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Catastrophic;
leads to agricultural failure and food supply
chain collapse. Mitigations: Immediate
release of all global strategic reserves and
a negotiated maritime corridor for refined
products.

* Risk: Total Regional Aviation
Shutdown. Triggers: A Houthi missile
striking a civilian airliner in Riyadh or
Dubai. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Severe economic isolation for the Gulf
states. Mitigations: Saudi Arabia accepting
the Houthi terms for ending the blockade
on Sana'a airport.

* Risk: Direct US-Iran Kinetic War.
Triggers: A US naval ship sinking after
hitting an Iranian sea mine. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Global depression and a
multi-year regional conflagration.
Mitigations: Activation of the "Seven-Day
Plan" (Islamabad Accord) for a mutual
ceasefire and base withdrawal.
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* Risk: Israeli Strike on Iranian Nuclear
Facilities. Triggers: Netanyahu perceiving
a Trump "sell-out" to Russia and Iran.
Likelihood: @ Moderate. Impact: Total
regional war. Mitigations: US providing

explicit security guarantees to Israel that

do not involve regional escalation.

* Risk: Internal Unrest in Iran over
Gasoline. Triggers: A sudden hike in fuel
prices to 10,000 tomans without adequate
Kala-Barg (coupon) coverage. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Domestic instability
during a leadership transition. Mitigations:
Transparent distribution of 500,000 toman
subsidy increases.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The Status of the Leader: The broadcast
repeatedly = mentions the "Leader’s
martyrdom," but the exact date, cause, and
the official status of his successor are
obscured, creating a significant intelligence
gap on Iran's top-level decision-making.

* Chinese Posture: While Chinese analysts
are quoted on US losses, China’s official
diplomatic and naval stance in the
Persian Gulf is missing. As the primary
buyer of the blocked oil, their silence is
conspicuous.

* Refined Product Sources: The "managed
blockade" implies some tankers are getting
through. The criteria for "friendly"
passage (likely based on destination or
payment currency) is not detailed.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Managed Blockade" as a Mask for
Incompetence

While Iran claims to be "governing" the Strait,
the fact that tankers are hitting mines rather
than being formally seized could suggest a
loss of command and control over local IRGC-
N units. The "managed" narrative may be a
post-hoc justification for an anarchic maritime
environment that Iran can no longer fully
police, despite their rhetoric of dominance.

The "Energy Ceasefire" as a Trap for
Russia

Trump's overtures to Russia and the threat to
Ukraine could be a strategic ruse to
overextend Russian supply lines and lure
Putin into a false sense of security before a
massive NATO-led conventional strike on
Russian logistical hubs, using the diesel
agreement as a temporary stabilization
measure.

Black Swan Event: The "Digital Pearl
Harbor"

A coordinated Al-driven cyberattack by the
Iran-Russia bloc on the Global Fiber Optic
network (specifically cables transiting the
Persian Gulf) could instantly wipe out $2
trillion in Western financial data, fulfilling
Mohsen Rezayi’s threat and causing a total
collapse of Western stock markets within
minutes.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Transition to asymmetric
defense postures; Western nations must
invest in the Lucus-style low-cost attrition
drones as the Patriot-tier defense model is
no longer fiscally or tactically viable.
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* Economic: Prioritize refinery resilience
and localized fuel production. The current
crisis proves that crude oil availability is

irrelevant if refining capacity and diesel
stocks are concentrated in war zones.

* Diplomatic: Establish direct
communication lines with Tehran for
maritime deconfliction. Relying on US-led
naval coalitions is currently resulting in

nker 1 nd insuran ik

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Diversify away from
Persian Gulf-dependent logistics. The
cost of chartering and insuring tankers

through Hormuz is now structurally higher

and unlikely to return to 2025 levels.

* Tech Compliance: Prepare for a Digital
Iron Curtain. The Iran-Russia Al and
digital sovereignty pact will likely lead to
the banning of Western platforms in
Eurasia, requiring multinational firms to
develop "localized" digital footprints.

* Capital Allocation: Hedge against global
diesel shortages. Sectors dependent on
heavy logistics (mining, agriculture) should
be treated as high-risk until the IEA
releases strategic reserves.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance in Iran and the US is moving
toward "emergency decree" models, with
legislative bodies reacting to war-time
pressures and infrastructure failures.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Iran Standard Regulation (Technical
Regulations): A new unified technical
standard for imports/exports to streamline
trade with the "East" and bypass Western
standards compliance.

* Iran Housing Allotment (Youth

Population Law): Allocation of 19,000
land plots to encourage domestic birth
rates and reward families during the
national mobilization.

* US War Funding: Intense debate in the
US Senate regarding the funding of the
Iran war, with calls to cut off all funding for
regional naval missions.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Ministerial Defense Hearing (Iran):
Mehrdad Akhlaghi presented a plan for the
"Architecture of Ministry of Defense,"
focusing on pafand (air defense) innovation
and personnel welfare.

* Judiciary Council Meeting (Iran): Chief

Ejei focused on "legal warfare" against
corruption within the judiciary and

enforcing the 25% rent increase cap.

KEY STORIES

* Supertanker Fire in the Gulf: A shuttle
tanker carrying 750,000 barrels of crude
was set ablaze after hitting a mine in the
Strait of Hormuz.

* Riyadh Airport Shutdown: Houthi missile
strikes have forced a total closure of
Riyadh's main airport, with international

airlines canceling flights for 5+ months.

* US-Russia Energy Pact: President Trump
has entered a deal to import Russian diesel,
sparking outrage in Ukraine and Western
Europe.

* French Student Rebellion: Massive
student riots across France over high fuel
prices and deteriorating school conditions;
15% approval for Macron.
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* Iran Children’s Cancer Center: Opening
of the first comprehensive cancer center
for children at Tehran University, framed as
a "triumph over sanctions."

* Taiz Siege Completion: Ansarullah forces
have encircled the city of Taiz, leading to
the flight of Saudi-backed military
commanders.

* US Iraq Withdrawal: US forces have
officially completed their pullout from Iraq
after intense drone and missile attacks on
bases.

* [lhan Omar Home Raid: FBI agents
raided the home of the Democratic
representative, an event she claims is a
political assassination attempt by Trump.

» Kala-Barg Discrepancy: Confusion in Iran
over the 500,000 toman subsidy increase
for 40 million citizens as the government
portal crashes.

Bishruyeh Pistachio Harvest: Over 1,600
farmers are harvesting "Green Gold"
(pistachios) in South Khorasan despite the
national war footing.

* Iran-Russia Digital Sovereignty: Joint
ventures announced in Al and ICT to
dependence on Western
communication tools.

remove

Turkish Cyclists in Zanjan: 35 Turkish
cyclists arrived in Iran to pay respects to
the "Minab School Martyrs," victims of a
US strike.

* Lucas Drone Combat Use: Reports that

the US has used its $35,000 Lucus drone in
combat for the first time against Iranian
targets.

Hezbollah Refugee Plan: Sheikh Naim
Qassem and Hezbollah announce a plan to

house 600,000 displaced persons in South

Lebanon using pre-fabricated homes.

* UK Diesel Price Crisis: Prices hit £2 per
liter in the UK, leading to demands for an
emergency tax freeze.

e Pezeshkian Address:
President calls for
4," focusing on skill-based learning and

national service over pure research.

University

niversi

* Zanjan Steel Success: Local industry
completes the alloy steel chain, eliminating
the need for imported springs in the
automotive industry.

 Rabies Vaccine Imports: Iran continues
to import rabies vaccines from Russia and
France while working on a domestic
alternative.

* Hormuz Insurance Spike: Insurance
premiums for tankers increased four-fold,
adding $27 to the cost of every barrel of oil.

e Hafiz Commemoration: National events
for Hafiz Day held in Shiraz, used by the
Foreign Ministry to contrast "Iranian
culture" with "American barbarism."

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
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richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

rchive.or ils/tv.
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