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THE TISZA-LED ADMINISTRATION IS
CONSOLIDATING EXECUTIVE
POWER THROUGH INSTITUTIONAL
PURGES AND REDISTRIBUTIVE TAX
REFORMS WHILE LEVERAGING A
LANDMARK DIPLOMATIC VICTORY
FOR HUNGARIAN MINORITY
RIGHTS IN UKRAINE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On October 12, 2026, the Hungarian domestic
political landscape is defined by an aggressive
consolidation of power by Prime Minister
Péter Magyar’s Tisza government. The
administration is systematically dismantling
the remnants of the previous regime,
targeting leadership in the State Audit
Office (ASZ), the Competition Authority
(GVH), and the Hungarian Research
Network (Hunren). Simultaneously, the
government has launched the National Asset
Recovery and Protection Office (MVWH)
to prosecute past corruption, a move the
opposition characterizes as ‘'regulatory
warfare" and a "new AVH" (secret police). The
fiscal focus has shifted toward redistributive
populism, proposing a billionaire wealth tax
to fund the expansion of the KATA tax

system for small businesses, even as it
doubles the base tax rate for existing
contributors.

Geopolitically, the government secured a
strategic  triumph as Ukraine signed
legislation restoring Hungarian minority
language rights from primary school
through  university. @ This development,
occurring months ahead of schedule, is being
framed by the Tisza government as proof of its
superior diplomatic efficacy compared to the
"failed 10-year stalemate" of the Orbéan era.
However, the international environment
remains volatile; despite U.S. President
Trump’s announcement of an energy-sector
truce between Russia and Ukraine, Russian
forces continued strikes on Kharkiv’s energy
infrastructure, highlighting the fragility of
American-mediated settlements and the
ongoing threat to regional stability.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Ukraine Minority Rights Restoration

* Ukrainian President Zelensky signed a law
restoring Hungarian lan
rights in schools and universities.

* The Tisza government claims this
diplomatic breakthrough occurred just
three weeks after their direct negotiations,
contrasting it with a decade of failed Fidesz
policy.

* Hungary has agreed to support the opening
of two more EU accession chapters for

Ukraine following the implementation of
this law.
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Institutional Purge and Oversight * Russian strikes on the Kharkiv thermal

Consolidation power plant immediately following the
announcement indicate Moscow’s refusal to
* The government announced the honor the purported truce.
termination of the contract for the

* The EU adopted its largest-ever sanctions
package against the Russian military-
industrial complex.

Southern Circle Railway with Mészaros
Lérinc’s V-Hid due to "severe corruption"
identified by the FEuropean Court of
Auditors.

* PM Magyar called for the resignation of the
heads of the State Audit Office (ASZ) and

the Competition Authority (GVH), labeling
them "Orban puppets." « PM Péter Magyar is utilizing direct

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

The Hungarian Research Network (Hunren)
was placed under new leadership (Stipsicz
Andrés) to restore autonomy and prepare
for reintegration with the Academy of
Sciences.

Fiscal Overhaul: Billionaire Tax and KATA
Reform

* The government proposed a billionaire
wealth tax (1% for assets over 1 billion
HUF, 1.5% over 100 billion HUF) to fund
social credits.

* The KATA tax for small businesses will be
doubled to 10,000 HUF but expanded to
include pensioners and students, while re-
allowing invoicing to corporations.

* Opposition Fidesz/KDNP lawmakers
characterize these moves as '"brutal tax

hikes" that will drive inflation and
unemployment.

International Strategic Shifts

* Donald Trump announced an energy-sector
truce and a 2-million-ton diesel export deal
with Moscow to lower U.S. fuel prices
before elections.

confrontation in Parliament to delegitimize
the Fidesz-KDNP opposition, referring to
them as the "Mészaros Lérinc faction."

* The administration is centralizing anti-
corruption efforts through the newly
formed MVWH, which is currently
investigating 17 billion HUF in "misused"
cultural funds (NKA).

Diplomacy & Statecraft

* The Tisza government is pivoting toward a
pro-EU, pragmatically pro-Ukraine stance
to unlock frozen funds, while maintaining a
populist domestic rhetoric.

* A significant diplomatic incident occurred
when the AfD youth leader in Germany
posted a map showing Sopron as part of a
"Greater Germany," leading to his
resignation.

Energy & Critical Infrastructure

* Transport Minister Vitézi and PM Magyar
halted the Southern Circle Railway project,
risking 360 billion HUF in EU funds to
reset the procurement process on non-
corrupt terms.
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e The 10-year Baross Gdabor Railway
Development Program was announced,
committing 3,550 Dbillion HUF to

infrastructure.
Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

* The Prosecutor General’s office is facing

intense  political pressure, with the
opposition accusing the PM of directing
investigations through Facebook
comments.

* The MVWH is investigating the
"Gondosdra" (Care Clock) program for
allegedly providing Fidesz with the
personal data of 1 million seniors.

Tech Sovereignty & Al

» The Mi Hazank party challenged the safety
of Al in schools, citing international studies
on reduced cognitive performance, while
the government prepares a formal Al
Strategy.

c A scientific lecture at Mindenki
Akadémiaja highlighted Hungarian
advances in photoacoustic aerosol

detection for monitoring vehicle emissions
and climate impact.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Institutional Liquidation

The day’s transcripts reveal a systematic
effort to "cleanse" the Hungarian state of
appointees from the previous administration.
PM Magyar’s rhetoric suggests he views the
State Audit Office and Competition
Authority not as independent bodies, but as
dormant cells of the "Mészaros faction." By
establishing the MVWH and appointing career
prosecutors to its leadership, the Tisza

government is creating a parallel investigative
structure to bypass perceived obstruction in
the Prosecutor General’s office.

The Fiscal Pivot to Redistributive Justice

The government is attempting a difficult
maneuver: raising taxes while appearing to
broaden social benefits. The KATA doubling
is a significant risk, but the administration is
shielding itself by framing it as a "social
security necessity" (ensuring pensions and
maternity leave) and by simultaneously taxing
the 100  wealthiest Hungarians. This
"billionaire tax" serves as a potent political
shield against accusations of austerity,
allowing the government to claim it is making
the "oligarchs pay" for the people's benefits.

Minority Rights as Diplomatic Leverage

The sudden resolution of the Hungarian-
Ukrainian school dispute is the first major
foreign policy "proof of concept" for the Tisza
government. By successfully negotiating what
the previous government could not in 10
years, Magyar is demonstrating to Brussels
and Kiev that his administration is a rational,
effective partner. This is being wused to
demolish the Fidesz narrative that only a
hardline, obstructionist stance can protect
Hungarian interests abroad.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Hungary is in a state of extreme partisan
polarization. The parliamentary session was
characterized by mutual accusations of
criminality, with PM Magyar labeling
opposition MPs as 'illegitimate" due to "illicit
campaign financing," and the opposition
accusing the government of "mass layoffs"
and "gypsy-style" politics. There are signs of
instability within the Tisza party itself, as
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Tibor Kaprinyak is under ethical
investigation for African trophy hunting
photos that contradict the party's green
agenda.

* Institutional Decay: The government’s
decision to void the Southern Circle
Railway contract suggests that the
procurement system was so deeply
compromised that the only solution was
total cancellation, even at the cost of
missing EU deadlines.

* Judicial Conflict: The public spat between
the Prosecutor General and the PM
indicates a looming constitutional crisis if
the government attempts to force the
removal of top judicial officials.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Tisza government is positioning Hungary
as an active European player that is no
longer in isolation. However, this is occurring
against a backdrop of global chaos. The
"Trump Truce" is portrayed with deep
skepticism; while the U.S. President claims
peace, Russian missiles strike Kharkiv, and
the U.S. reportedly threatens Ukraine with
intelligence cutoffs to protect Trump’s energy
deals. Hungary is maneuvering between these
powers, utilizing the Ukraine minority law to
repair relations with the EU while preparing
to manage the fallout of potential U.S.-Russia

energy rapprochement.

* AFD Territorial Threat: The German AfD
Youth’s Nagy-Németorszag map inclusion
of Sopron was a major shock, used by both
the government and opposition to highlight
the dangers of resurgent revisionism in
Europe.

* Global Health: The announcement of
Pope Leo XIV's lung surgery for a 3cm
tumor introduces significant uncertainty in
Catholic diplomacy and global religious
leadership.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic climate is fragile, marked by
low inflation (1.6% in September) but rising
unemployment (4.7%). The government is
shifting from an investment-heavy model
favoring oligarchs to a KKV-focused (SME)
support model funded by new wealth taxes.
However, the opposition warns that record-
high fuel prices (709 HUF for diesel) and the
KATA doubling will drive a wave of service-
sector price hikes and bankruptcies.

Key Economic Vectors:

* Inflation: Easing to 1.6%, though the
opposition warns of a "KATA-driven"
resurgence.

* Unemployment: Climbed to 4.7% (over
5% for women), signaling the end of the
full-employment era.

e Fuel Prices: Diesel at 7 HUF;
government offering a meager 25 HUF/liter
rebate for commercial users.

* Public Debt: PM Magyar criticized the
previous government for ballooning state
debt from 19,000 to 9,600 billion HUF
(note: figures from transcript conflict with
historical reality, likely referring to specific
tranches or deficit targets).
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LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The administration is aggressively replacing
top-tier officials in regulatory and academic
oversight bodies.

* Fejes Péter: Proposed as the new
Prosecutor General by the President,

following pressure to replace the
incumbent.
» Stipsicz Andras: Appointed head of

Hunren, replacing Gulyas Baldzs and Jakab
Roland.

* MVWH Leadership: Otvos Karoly,
Karoly Arpad, and Terhes Tibor David
were nominated for key elnokhelyettes

roles to lead anti-corruption efforts.

* Dudas Katalin: Appointed State Secretary
for Social and Family Affairs.

* Lucaric Strauss: Resigned as head of the
AfD Youth following the Sopron map
scandal.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The M1 broadcast has clearly shifted to a
government-aligned populist posture, but
with a different focus than the previous era.
The Lead Stories are centered on the
Ukraine language victory and anti-
corruption purges, serving to establish the
new PM's dominance. The KATA tax debate
is given significant airtime, but framed heavily
through the
security" rationale. Buried Stories include
the Pope’s surgery and Nepal’'s disaster,
which are kept brief and at the end of
segments. The Emotional Tone is high-
energy and combative, portraying the PM as a
crusader against a "bureaucratic and corrupt
past." A Conspicuous Omission is any

Finance Minister’s "social

detailed analysis of how the billionaire wealth
tax will be enforced on assets held abroad,
despite claims that "loopholes will be closed."

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

COUNTRIES

* Ukraine: Portrayed as a rational partner
capable of compromise under the "new
management" of the Tisza government. The
signing of the language law is framed as a
historical reconciliation (“A new chapter

may open in the EU accession process”).

* Russia: Framed as unreliable and
aggressive, ignoring Trump’s truce to
bomb civilians. However, also a necessary
economic evil for fuel, given the Trump-
Moscow diesel deal (“Oroszorszdg csak
Ké i <zolai értékesitése
vallalta”).
United States: Portrayed through the lens
of Trump’s transactionalism. He is seen
as a leader willing to pressure allies
(Ukraine) for domestic fuel prices, creating
an unpredictable security environment for
Europe.

LEADERS

* Péter Magyar: Portrayed as a dynamic,
confrontationally honest crusader who
is "returning the country to the people." He
uses populist rhetoric to attack the "old
elite" (“Agratulaciét ~ a  hazank,
Magyvarorszag nevében k6szénom”).

e Viktor Orban: Framed as a weak,
"retired" shadow who now '"vacations in
America" while his legacy is dismantled. He
is frequently called a "maffiafénok" by the
current government.
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* Donald Trump: Portrayed as a chaos-
driver whose "energy truce" has little basis
in reality on the ground in Kharkiv (“Kiev

meglepddott a bejelentésen”).

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Institutional Narrative Seeding: The
government is successfully seeding the
term "Mészaros Lérinc Faction" to describe
the opposition, effectively tying the entire
Fidesz party to a single, unpopular oligarch
in the public mind.

* Counter-Propaganda: The PM publicly
identified a specific propagandist (“Dedk
Déniel”) as a "budget-eater" still hiding on
state payrolls, a direct strike at the
"Megafon" influencer network.

e The "Trump Truce" Spin: There is a
significant delta between the White House
claims of a truce and the Ground Truth of

ongoing Russian strikes. The state media is
highlighting this delta to question the

viability of Trump’s foreign policy.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Wealth Tax Flight: The proposed 1.5%
wealth tax on assets over 100 billion HUF
will likely trigger a massive capital flight
to offshore jurisdictions before the 2027
start date, potentially undermining the 200
billion HUF revenue target.

Constitutional Crisis: The PM's demand
for the resignation of ASZ and GVH
heads will lead to a protracted legal battle,
as these are fixed-term appointments that
cannot be legally terminated by executive
decree.

* The "KATA" Backlash: While expanding
KATA to students/pensioners is popular, the
doubling of the tax for 140,000 active
professionals will likely cause a spike in
services inflation (haircuts, repairs) by Q1
2027.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a wave of
lawsuits and protests from the "KATA"
sector. The MVWH will likely perform its first
high-profile house searches or arrests
related to the 17 billion HUF NKA fund
investigation to maintain momentum (“Par
héten belill ennek vizsgdlatnak a részletes

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The 2027
Budget will be passed, featuring the
billionaire tax. The tension between Kiev
and Moscow over the "energy truce" will test
Hungary’s new diplomatic balance,

particularly if U.S. diesel deals collapse.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The 3,550 billion
HUF railway development will either be the
centerpiece of Hungarian modernization or a
massive fiscal trap if EU funding is not fully
restored. The reintegration of research
networks with the Academy will determine the

future of Hungarian tech sovereignty.
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RISK ASSESSMENT

* Risk: Failure of U.S.-Russia Energy
Truce. Triggers: Continued Russian strikes
on Ukrainian grid despite Trump's deal.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Energy price
volatility in Europe and possible U.S.
withdrawal of military aid to Ukraine to
force compliance. Mitigations: Rapid
diversification of gas/oil imports and

investment in water-retention/agricultural

resilience.

Risk: Domestic Service Sector Inflation.
Triggers: Implementation of KATA tax
doubling. Likelihood: Very High. Impact:
Political backlash from the middle class as
small service providers pass costs to
consumers. Mitigations: Increasing the

adojovairas (tax credit) for median earners

to offset costs.

Risk: Retaliatory "Lawfare" by
Oversight Bodies. Triggers: ASZ or GVH
launching audits of Tisza-linked projects to
prevent their removal. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Paralyzed governance
and institutional gridlock. Mitigations: Fast-

tracking legislative changes to shorten

mandate limits for current heads.

Risk: Russian Energy Infrastructure
Collapse in Ukraine. Triggers: Renewed
strikes on the Kharkiv thermal plant.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Mass refugee
wave toward Hungary as  winter
approaches. Mitigations: Strengthening

Kérpdtalja support and humanitarian
corridor preparedness.

e Risk: AI-Driven Educational Decline.

Triggers: Unregulated integration of Al
tools in primary schools. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Long-term erosion of
ritical thinkin n ic liter (as
warned by Mi Hazank). Mitigations: Strict
enforcement of the upcoming Al Education

Strategy.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

e Billionaire Tax Enforcement: The

broadcast fails to explain how the
government will track cryptocurrency
assets and foreign trusts mentioned in

the law (“Kiskapuk tehat be lesznek

”

Zarv

e V-Hid Counter-Claims: There is zero

coverage of the V-Hid’s potential legal
defense or the impact of the Railway Halt
on current supply chains for construction
materials.

Pope’s Health Details: The medical
implications of a 3cm tumor in an elderly
Pope are minimized, leaving a gap in
understanding the potential succession
timeline.

Russian Internal Reaction: The
broadcast mentions the Trump-Putin diesel
deal but ignores the internal Russian
reaction to such a deal during an active
conflict.
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CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE For Private Sector/Investors:

SCENARIOS . . .
* Regulatory Compliance: Companies with

history in NKA funding or large state
tenders must prepare for MVWH audits
(“atvilagitas alatt van”).

* The "Minority Rights Trap": While the
Ukraine language law is a victory, it may be
a Kiev tactical retreat to secure
Hungarian support for EU chapters, only to

* Supply Chain: Firms reliant on the

be delayed in implementation by local Southern Circle Railway must seek

councils in Harchik/Harkiv, leaving the alternative logistics routes for at least
Tisza government looking naive. 18-24 months due to the tender

cancellation (“0j kozbeszerzési

kell kiirni”).

* The "Corruption" Distraction: The
aggressive pursuit of Mészaros and V-Hid

may be a populist cover for the * Capital Allocation: Small business owners
government's inability to manage the rising should evaluate the cost-benefit of
4.7% unemp]ovment rate and anQIQIIlg QQI‘pQI‘atiQnS under the new 15%

special tax rule before committing to 2027
contracts.

gyarbezardasok (factory closures).

* Black Swan Event: The sudden death or
incapacitation of Pope Leo XIV (due to
surgical complications) could trigger a
global religious crisis that shifts focus away
from the Ukraine conflict, emboldening
Russia to escalate while the West is
distracted.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The Parliament is debating a massive overhaul
of the tax code and institutional oversight,
with a focus on anti-corruption and social
redistribution.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

e Billionaire Wealth Tax (2027): Imposes
1-1.5% tax on assets over 1 billion HUF
Intent: Fund social credits and reduce
inequality (“fedezetet a medidnbér alatt
keres6knek”).

* KATA Reform (T/668): Doubling tax to
10k HUF but opening invoicing to B2B.
Intent: Broaden tax base while providing

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Immediately audit the border
readiness for a potential refugee surge
from Harchik if the "energy truce" leads to
a complete grid failure.

* Economic: Prepare a fiscal contingency

plan for Q1 2027 to address the likely
underperformance of the wealth tax due to
asset hiding.

* Diplomatic: Formalize the Karpatalja
monitoring committee (“kormanykoézi

zdasagi v iz : to ensure
Ukraine fulfills its minority rights promises.

TB benefits (“szocidlis biztonsdgat is
:: E ; l E :E ::l ’:’n].

Ukraine Language Rights
Implementation: Ratifies support for
Ukraine's EU path in exchange for school

rights (“két Uj targyaldsi fejezet”).
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* Secret Service Archives Disclosure (T/
779): Seeking to fully reveal the secret
service activities of the past regime
(“elmult rendszer  titkos szolgéalati
tevé] s gének telies kori feltArasarol”).

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* PM Napirend Elétti (Magyar): 45-minute
speech summarizing "6 months of liberty"
and targeting oligarchs (“nem a Tisza
gv6zott, hanem a hazank”).

* Opposition Response (Torockai/
Rétvari): Accused the PM of building a
"mini-dictatorship" and "protecting Orban"
from bizottsdg (committee) hearings (“On

iktaturat épit”).

* MVWH  Presser: Announcement of
nominees for asset recovery leadership

“Otyds Kéroly, Karoly Arpad, Terhes Til
Déavid”).

KEY STORIES

* Ukraine Minority Rights Victory:
Zelensky signed a law restoring Hungarian
language rights in education from primary
to university level, a major win for the Tisza
government in Kdrpéatalja.

Kharkiv Energy Strike: Russian forces
bombed a thermal power plant in Kharkiv,
causing mass blackouts despite a purported
energy truce announced by Donald Trump.

Trump-Putin Diesel Deal: Donald Trump
announced a deal to import 2 million tons
of Russian diesel to lower U.S. gas prices
before the November elections.

Pope Leo XIV Surgery: The 88-year-old
Pope announced he will undergo surgery at

a Rome hospital for a 3cm lung tumor
discovered during a routine checkup.

* AfD Sopron Scandal: The leader of the

German AfD Youth resigned after posting a

map showing Sopron, Hungary, as German
territory.

Southern Circle Railway Termination:
The government officially cancelled the 337
billion HUF contract with Mészaros
Lérinc’s V-Hid due to massive corruption
allegations.

KATA Tax Doubling: The government
proposed doubling the KATA tax to 10,000
HUF, sparking a fierce debate in Parliament
over the impact on 138,000 small
businesses.

Billionaire Wealth Tax: Finance Minister
Karman proposed a new wealth tax starting
at 1% for assets over 1 billion HUF, aiming
to raise 200 billion HUF annually.

Hunren Leadership Shift: Stipsicz
Andras was appointed the new head of the
research network, signaling a move toward
academic autonomy.

Nepal Landslides: A massive landslide in
central Nepal destroyed 45 houses and 5
bridges, forcing the rescue of dozens of
tourists by helicopter.

North American Hurrikans: Three
simultaneous hurrikans—Rachel, ECS, and
Simon—have hit Mexico and Florida, killing
at least five people.

Gondosora Data Scandal: The MVWH is
investigating whether the Gondosdra
program was used to harvest senior
citizens' data for Fidesz party purposes.

Southern Circle Railway Corruption:
The GVH opened an investigation after
revelations that Mészaros Lérinc won bids
by ‘"predicting" technical engineering
prices to six decimal places.
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* Piza Felmérés Crisis: The government
and opposition clashed over disastrous
PISA resul showing Hungarian
students falling far below OECD averages
in reading and math.

* Laser Physics & Contrails: Professor
Szab6 Gabor lectured on using laser-based
acoustics to detect aerosol pollution and
the climate-warming effects of airplane
contrails.

* Museum Tour of Greven: A feature on the
Greven Museum in Paris, detailing the craft
of wax figures and the museum's role as a
"3D newspaper" for the 19th century.

* History of Hungarian Pawnbroking: A
segment on the BAV, Hungary’s 250-year-
old pawn shop, surviving from Pozsony to
the modern day.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://
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