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ESCALATING REGIONAL CONFLICT
IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND A

DEEPENING LEGITIMACY CRISIS IN
INDONESIA OVER VICE

PRESIDENTIAL ELIGIBILITY AND
ENVIRONMENTAL

MISMANAGEMENT DEFINE A
VOLATILE RISK LANDSCAPE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  global  security  environment  shifted

significantly on October 12, 2026, following a

lethal  Houthi  (Ansarullah)  missile  and drone

strike on King Khalid International Airport in

Riyadh,  which  claimed  13  lives  and  injured

over 300. This escalation, which also targeted

Aramco  facilities  and  other  Saudi  regional

airports, represents a breakdown in regional

deterrence  and  a  direct  threat  to  global

aviation and energy infrastructure. The strike

has  reignited  a  full-scale  regional  conflict,

with  Saudi-backed  forces  launching

retaliatory  operations  in  Yemen,  while  the

United  States  considers  direct  military

intervention.  The  conflict  is  increasingly

framed  as  a  proxy  war  between  Iranian-

backed  groups  and  Western-aligned  states,

further  complicated  by  the  targeting  of

civilian pilgrims and international travelers.

In  Indonesia,  the  Prabowo-Gibran

administration faces a domestic "triple crisis"

involving legal legitimacy, institutional decay,

and  environmental  catastrophe.  The

Constitutional  Court  (MK)  has  fueled  a

political  firestorm  by  revealing  it  could  not

find  an  equivalent  high  school  diploma for

Vice  President  Gibran  Rakabuming  Raka,

leading to calls  in  Parliament for  an inquiry

(Hak  Angket)  and  potential  impeachment

proceedings.  Simultaneously,  massive  forest

fires  (Karhutla)  have  consumed  1.3  million

hectares,  triggering  diplomatic  friction  with

Singapore and Malaysia as toxic haze crosses

borders.  Compounding  these  issues  is  the

discovery  of  an  online  gambling  ring

operating  out  of  military  housing,  signaling

deep-seated  institutional  vulnerabilities  even

as  the  government  attempts  to  project

stability through new investment vehicles like

"Danantara."

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Regional  Conflict  Escalation:  Houthi

Strike on Riyadh

Houthi forces launched a multi-stage attack

using  ballistic  and cruise  missiles against

King  Khalid  International  Airport,

specifically targeting Terminals 3 and 4.

Concurrent  strikes  targeted  Aramco  gas

and  oil  facilities  in  the  Eastern  Province

(Shaibah  and  Tanajib)  and  King  Fahd

Airport in Dammam.

The Houthi leadership has declared Saudi

airspace  a  combat  zone,  warning

international  airlines  to  cease  operations

except for flights to Mecca and Medina.
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Saudi-backed  Yemeni  government  forces

have  launched  the  "Dawn  of  Yemen"

offensive to retake the capital, Sanaa.

Indonesian  Vice  Presidential  Eligibility

Crisis

Constitutional  Court  ruling  on  October  6,

2026, states the court found no evidence of

a diploma equivalent to an Indonesian high

school degree (SMA) for VP Gibran.

Opposition factions in the DPR are pushing

for  the  use  of  Hak Menyatakan Pendapat

(HMP) to  investigate  alleged  "passport/

diploma smuggling" in election regulations.

The  KPU  faces  allegations  of  inserting

Article  18  Clause  3 into  electoral  rules

without  parliamentary  consultation  to

facilitate Gibran’s candidacy.

Nine  MK  judges  are  currently  under

investigation  by  the  Honorary  Council

(MKMK) for ethical violations related to the

case.

Environmental  Catastrophe:

Transboundary Haze

Over  1.3  million  hectares  have  burned

across  Kalimantan  and  Sumatra,  with

54,000  hectares  destroyed in  Tanjung

Puting National Park alone.

Air  Quality  Index  (AQI)  levels  in

Palangkaraya  have  reached  a  hazardous

1,309, more than four times the dangerous

threshold.

Malaysia  and  Singapore  are  experiencing

"unhealthy"  to  "hazardous"  air  quality,

leading Malaysia to close schools and raise

the issue at the ASEAN level.

Indonesia  has  deployed  60,000  personnel

and is testing a  Brazilian fire suppressant

called  "Realiza"  as  a  last-resort

intervention.

Institutional  Decay:  Crime  Within  State

Facilities

A  military  housing  complex  in  Cijantung,

Jakarta,  was  discovered  to  be  a  base  for

online  gambling operations,  with  11

civilians arrested.

Authorities  seized  32  computers  and  14

mobile phones from a house managed by a

mid-level officer (Lt. Col.).

Army  Chief  of  Staff  General  Maruli

Simanjuntak  has  vowed  to  prosecute  any

soldiers involved, describing the incident as

"deeply embarrassing."

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The  IRGC  released  footage  of  a  tanker

hitting a sea mine in the Strait of Hormuz,

indicating  a  broadening  of  maritime

security threats beyond the Red Sea.

The "Dawn of Yemen" operation signifies a

major military push by Saudi-backed forces

to  overthrow the Houthi administration in

Sanaa.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

President Prabowo and Egyptian President

El-Sisi  signed  agreements  on  defense

industry cooperation and palm oil refinery

investment in Egypt.

Indonesia is lobbying for a non-permanent

seat  on  the  UN  Security  Council for  the

2029-2030 term.

Climate & Extreme Weather

The  2026  "El  Nino"  effect  has  driven

record-breaking  wildfire  frequency in

Bantaeng and other regions previously less

prone to severe burning.
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Indonesian  officials  are  using  a  "beyond

human error" narrative to frame the  fires

as a natural phenomenon, downplaying the

role of land clearing.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

The  debate  over  Gibran’s  diploma  has

shifted from electoral law to  impeachment

law (Articles 7A and 7B), as the MK ruling

created  a  permanent  cloud  over  his

eligibility.

DPR  members  are  questioning  the

"smuggling"  of  clauses into  KPU

regulations  that  bypassed  legislative

oversight.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Dual-Track  Fiscal  Strategy

(Danantara vs. APBN)

The  Indonesian  government  is  transitioning

toward  a  "two-armed"  economic  model.  The

traditional  State  Budget  (APBN)  is  being

disciplined for  poverty alleviation and human

capital (stunting reduction, education), while

the  newly  formed  "Danantara"  (Investment

Management  Agency)  is  designed  to

consolidate state wealth and trigger  private-

public partnerships for industrialization. This

indicates a move toward a more centralized,

state-capitalist  investment  model  similar  to

Singapore’s Temasek or Malaysia’s Khazanah.

The Weaponization of Haze as Diplomatic

Leverage

A new narrative has emerged from Indonesian

communication  officials:  that  Indonesia

"exports oxygen" to its neighbors  for most of

the  year and  therefore  neighbors  should

tolerate the occasional "export of haze." This

aggressive  framing  suggests  a  hardening  of

Indonesia's  stance in regional  environmental

disputes  and  a  refusal  to  accept  sole

responsibility  for  the  economic  fallout  in

Singapore and Malaysia.

Institutional  Fragility  vs.  Executive

Ambition

There is  a  stark contrast  between President

Prabowo's ambitious "Golden Indonesia 2045"

vision  and  the  reality  of  institutional  decay.

While the President talks about 5.45% growth,

the  military  discovers  gambling  rings  in  its

own  housing  facilities,  and  the  Vice

President’s  basic  educational  credentials

remain  a  subject  of  legal  dispute.  This

suggests  that  the  administration's  biggest

hurdle is not external, but the "hollowing out"

of  the  state  institutions  it  relies  on  for

execution.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Elite Infighting and Factionalism

The  KPU-DPR  dispute  over  "Article  18

Clause  3"  indicates  a  breakdown  in

communication between  the  executive-

controlled  election  commission  and  the

legislature.

Former  KPU  Chairman  Hasyim  Asyari  is

trading  public  accusations with  DPR

Commission  II  Chairman  Ahmad  Doli

Kurnia  over  who  authorized  the  Gibran-

friendly regulations.

The  military’s  internal  investigation  into

the  Cijantung  gambling  ring  highlights  a

loss of control over the use of state assets

by personnel.
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Public Health and Social Order

Over  92,000  cases  of  ISPA  (Acute

Respiratory Infection) have been recorded,

creating  significant  public  resentment  in

Kalimantan and Sumatra.

In  South  Sumatra  alone,  17,000  people

have  been  treated  for  haze-related

illnesses.

In Bangka Belitung, a "land-fire" destroyed

450  homes,  leaving  1,800  people  in

emergency  shelters,  testing  the  local

government's disaster response capacity.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Middle  East  Instability  and  the  Energy

Market

The  world  is  portrayed  as  a  high-threat

environment where non-state actors (Houthis)

can  effectively  disable  international  aviation

hubs in sovereign nations. This has immediate

implications for the global energy market, as

Aramco  facilities  remain  prime  targets.

Indonesia  is  reacting  defensively  by  issuing

travel warnings for its citizens in Saudi Arabia

and  coordinating hospital  checks for  injured

pilgrims.

ASEAN  Tensions  Over  Environmental

Governance

Indonesia  is  framing  itself  as  a  victim  of

"natural phenomena" (El Nino) rather than a

culprit  of  poor  land-use  enforcement.  This

posture is creating a fracture in ASEAN unity,

as  Malaysia  and  Singapore  seek  formal

mechanisms  to  address  transboundary

pollution. Indonesia’s counter-move has been

to  highlight  its  role  as  a  regional  "oxygen

provider" to mitigate criticism.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Indonesian economy remains resilient in

the  face  of  global  uncertainty,  reporting  a

5.45% growth rate in H1 2026. However, the

reliance on commodity-based exports is being

challenged by the push for  industrialization.

The fiscal deficit is being managed at 1.24% of

GDP, well within the statutory 3% limit.

Key Economic Vectors

State  Revenue: Realized  at  IDR  2,341.5

trillion (74.2% of  target)  as of  September

2026.

State Expenditure: Reached  IDR 2,660.5

trillion,  driven  by  a  33.5%  increase  in

Ministry/Agency spending.

Investment: H1  2026  saw  over  IDR  1

quadrillion in realized investment.

Currency: The Indonesian Rupiah (IDR) is

trading  at  17,879  per  USD,  showing

sideways volatility.

Capital  Markets: Danantara  plans  to

inject  $1 billion into the domestic  market

by year-end to stabilize the Index (IHSG).

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Strategic  appointments  indicate  a

consolidation of Prabowo’s inner circle in key

state-owned enterprises and diplomatic posts.

Thomas  Sugiarto  Untoro: Appointed  as

the  new  President  Director  of  Garuda

Indonesia, replacing Glenni Kairupan, who

moves to the Board of Commissioners.

Armanata  Nasir: Formally  took  over  as

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  ensuring

continuity  in  the "Free and Active"  policy

while focusing on the "Asta Cita" domestic

goals.
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Sugiono: Transitioned  from  Foreign

Minister  to  Coordinating  Minister  for

Human Development  and  Culture  (Menko

PMK).

Hasyim Asyari: The former KPU chief  is

now a target of political and legal scrutiny

regarding the "smuggled" election clauses.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The network’s lead story consistently focused

on the Houthi strike in Riyadh and its impact

on  Indonesian  pilgrims,  reflecting  the  high

cultural  and  religious  priority  of  the  Umrah

season. Domestic coverage was dominated by

the  Gibran  diploma  controversy,  which  was

given  significant  airtime  but  balanced  with

government-led  "Danantara"  economic

optimism.  The  Cijantung  gambling  raid was

reported  with  a  stern,  investigative  tone,

likely  to  demonstrate  the  military’s

commitment  to  self-cleansing.  Interestingly,

the IRGC tanker explosion was presented as a

"Buried  Story"  toward  the  end  of  bulletins,

despite its massive implications for global oil

shipping, suggesting a desire to focus more on

direct  Indonesian  impacts  (haze,  pilgrims)

than abstract geopolitical shifts.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  broadcasts  frame the  Middle  East  as  a

zone of uncontrollable chaos where traditional

powers  (Saudi  Arabia)  are  increasingly

vulnerable to asymmetric threats. Indonesia is

portrayed as an emerging middle power that

is  "principled"  and  "principled"  in  its

diplomacy (especially regarding Palestine) but

"defensive"  and  "victim-oriented"  regarding

its environmental failures.

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

Saudi Arabia: Framed as  vulnerable  and

reactive.  The  state’s  failure  to  prevent  a

major missile attack on its capital's primary

airport  raises  questions  about  its

"advanced" defense systems.

Iran  /  IRGC: Portrayed  as  a  clandestine

agitator, using tankers and mines to disrupt

the  Strait  of  Hormuz and backing Houthi

strikes.

President Prabowo: Framed as a  strong,

visionary  leader focused  on  "Golden

Indonesia  2045"  and  "human  capital,"

attempting  to  bypass  messy  domestic

politics with new investment bodies.

Vice  President  Gibran: Portrayed  as

legally  embattled and  potentially

"defective"  as  a  constitutional  official,

though  his  supporters  call  this  "faulty

thinking."

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

Houthi  (Ansarullah): Framed  as  an

increasingly  sophisticated  military  force

capable  of  strategic-level  strikes,  far

beyond their previous "rebel" status.

Danantara: Portrayed  as  the  "Future

Wealth  Fund" that  will  solve  Indonesia's

investment gaps and drive industrialization.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative Seeding: The "Oxygen Export"

argument  used  by  the  Head  of

Communication  Shah Ganda Nainggolan is

a  classic  case  of  whataboutism  used  to

deflect diplomatic pressure from Singapore

and Malaysia.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=METROTV_20261012_083000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=METROTV_20261012_083000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=METROTV_20261012_083000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=METROTV_20261012_103000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=METROTV_20261012_193000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=METROTV_20261012_133000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=METROTV_20261012_000000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=METROTV_20261012_193000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=METROTV_20261012_193000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=METROTV_20261012_193000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=METROTV_20261012_193000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=METROTV_20261012_120000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=METROTV_20261012_120000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=METROTV_20261012_133000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=METROTV_20261012_100000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=METROTV_20261012_033000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=METROTV_20261012_033000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=METROTV_20261012_170000


Disinformation  Accusations: Gibran’s

legal  team  has  labeled  reports  about  his

missing diploma as  "hoaxes" and "political

carambola" intended  to  topple  the

government.

Meta-Narrative: The Houthi spokesperson

Yahya Sari is effectively using psychological

warfare by  designating  specific  civilian

airports  as  "unsafe,"  causing  immediate

economic  and  logistical  disruption  for

Saudi Arabia.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Aviation  Crisis  in  the  Middle  East: If

Houthi  strikes  on  Riyadh  and  Dammam

continue,  major  international  carriers  will

likely  suspend  flights to  the  Kingdom,

severely impacting the Saudi "Vision 2030"

tourism goals.

Gibran’s  Eligibility  Litmus  Test: The

DPR will likely move forward with a Special

Committee to  investigate  the  KPU,  which

could lead to a constitutional crisis if they

find proof of regulation "smuggling."

Haze Diplomacy Breakdown: Singapore

may  move  toward  legal  or  economic

sanctions under  its  Transboundary  Haze

Pollution  Act  if  Indonesia  continues  to

frame the fires as purely "natural."

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge in

ISPA-related  protests in  Kalimantan  and  a

potential  suspension  of  Umrah  pilgrim

departures from Indonesia as Riyadh airport

remains  unstable.  The  MKMK  may  issue

ethics sanctions against judges involved in the

original eligibility ruling.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Prabowo

administration  will  likely  launch  a  massive

land-clearing regulation overhaul to appease

ASEAN neighbors. Danantara will be formally

integrated  into  the  BUMN  (State-Owned

Enterprise)  structure,  potentially  causing

friction with existing ministry bureaucracies.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): The  eligibility

controversy of VP Gibran may lead to  major

structural  changes to  how  the  KPU  and

Constitutional  Court  operate,  specifically

regarding  the  "final  and  binding"  nature  of

their  decisions  in  the  face  of  new  material

evidence.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The  convergence  of  regional  warfare  and

domestic  institutional  instability  creates  a

high-probability,  high-impact  risk

environment.

Global  Aviation/Travel  Shock: Houthi

strikes  on  major  civilian  hubs  in  Saudi

Arabia. Triggers: Another successful hit on

a terminal or civilian aircraft.  Likelihood:

High. Impact: Massive disruption to global

travel  and  the  2026  pilgrimage  season.

Mitigations: Redirection  of  flights  to

Jeddah/Mecca  and  enhanced  anti-missile

systems.

Indonesian  Constitutional  Crisis: DPR

formally declares the VP ineligible based on

MK’s "missing diploma" findings. Triggers:

Admission of "clause smuggling" by current

or  former  KPU  officials.  Likelihood:

Medium.  Impact: Potential  impeachment

and  mass  social  unrest.  Mitigations: A

transparent, independent audit of Gibran’s

education credentials.
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Regional  Health  &  Environmental

Crisis: Haze reaches "Hazardous" levels in

Singapore/Malaysia.  Triggers: Failure  of

the  "Realiza"  chemical  trials  to  stop  peat

fires. Likelihood: High. Impact: Economic

losses  in  tourism/health  across  three

nations.  Mitigations: Deployment  of

regional ASEAN firefighting task force.

Energy  Supply  Chain  Disruption:

Iranian-backed mines or Houthi missiles hit

critical  Aramco  refineries.  Triggers:

Escalation  of  "Dawn  of  Yemen"  offensive.

Likelihood: Medium.  Impact: Spike  in

global  oil  prices.  Mitigations: Escorted

shipping in the Strait of Hormuz.

Institutional  Collapse  of  Military

Discipline: Further  discovery  of  criminal

enterprises  (gambling/drugs)  in  state

facilities.  Triggers: Wider  investigation

into  KPAD  housing.  Likelihood: High.

Impact: Loss  of  public  trust  in  the  TNI.

Mitigations: Total  digital  and asset audit

of military personnel.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The transcripts do not explain the specific

origin of the Houthi cruise missiles used to

hit  Terminals  3  and  4,  which  were

previously  thought to  be out  of  range for

their standard arsenal.

There is a lack of information on Gibran’s

original school records from Singapore—

specifically  why  a  "Certificate  of

Attendance"  is  being  used  instead  of  a

standard diploma in the MK ruling.

The  broadcast  fails  to  address  the  long-

term  efficacy of  the  "Realiza"  chemical;

specifically,  whether  it  has  toxic

environmental  side  effects  after

extinguishing the fires.

Minimal coverage of the economic cost of

the Riyadh airport closure to international

business  travelers  beyond  the  pilgrimage

context.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  Managed  Crisis  Hypothesis: The

Houthi  strike  may  have  been  allowed  to

"succeed"  by  certain  regional  factions  to

force a direct US military re-entry into the

conflict, which President Trump is already

considering.

The  Gibran  "Sacrifice"  Scenario: The

administration may be allowing the diploma

polemic  to  simmer  to  distract  the

opposition while  Danantara  consolidates

control  over  the  country's  most  valuable

state-owned assets.

Black Swan: A massive mine strike in the

Strait  of  Hormuz  sinking  a  VLCC  (Very

Large  Crude  Carrier),  leading  to  a  total

blockade  of  the  world’s  most  critical  oil

passage.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Immediate  enhancement  of  consular

presence in  Saudi  Arabia  to  manage

potential  mass  evacuations  or

hospitalizations  of  pilgrims  following

airport strikes.

DPR should prioritize a  legislative fix for

the  "equivalent  diploma"  process  for

foreign  graduates  to  prevent  future

constitutional limbo of high-level officials.
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Indonesia  must  move  toward  mandatory

peatland  re-wetting instead  of  reactive

water  bombing  to  reduce  the  annual

diplomatic fallout from Karhutla.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Airlines  should  consider  rerouting  or

suspending layovers  in  Riyadh  and

Dammam until  the Houthi "Combat Zone"

declaration is retracted following the latest

missile hits.

Investors  in  Indonesian  SOEs  should

monitor  the  Danantara  consolidation

closely,  as  it  will  likely  lead to  a  massive

reshuffling  of  corporate  leadership  and

capital allocation.

Logistics companies in SE Asia must price

in  haze-related delays at  major  hubs  in

Singapore and Kalimantan through October

following the 100m visibility reports.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity centered on resolving the

Vice  Presidential  eligibility  crisis  and

addressing  the  regulatory  gaps  in

environmental  management  and state-owned

investment.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Revision  of  Law  No.  32  of  2009: A

proposed  change  to  environmental

protection laws to close the "local wisdom"

loophole that allows farmers to burn up to

2 hectares of land.

Hak  Angket  /  Hak  Menyatakan

Pendapat  (HMP): Parliamentary  motions

being debated to  investigate the KPU and

potentially  declare  the  Vice  President

ineligible for office.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

DPR  Commission  II  RDP: A  planned

hearing  to  uncover  the  "notulensi"

(minutes) of  KPU  meetings  regarding

Gibran’s requirements.

MK Honorary  Council  (MKMK)  Rapat

Internal: A  meeting  on  Wednesday  to

schedule  the  questioning of  nine

Constitutional Court judges.

KEY STORIES

Riyadh  Airport  Attack: Houthi  missiles

and  drones  hit  King  Khalid  International

Airport,  killing  13  and  injuring  over  300.

Targets included Terminals 3 and 4.

Gibran Diploma Controversy: MK states

no SMA-equivalent diploma was found for

VP Gibran,  sparking  impeachment threats

in Parliament.

Cijantung Gambling Raid: Military police

discover an online gambling ring operating

inside an Army housing complex in Jakarta.

Transboundary  Haze: Smoke  from  1.3

million  hectares  of  Indonesian  fires

blankets  Singapore  and  Malaysia,  closing

schools and affecting health.

Danantara  Launch: The  government

unveils  the  "two-armed"  approach  to

economic  management,  with  Danantara

leading industrial investment.

Prabowo-Sisi  Bilateral: Indonesia  and

Egypt  agree  on  defense  and  palm  oil

cooperation during a state visit in Jakarta.

Hormuz  Maritime  Incident: IRGC

releases video of a tanker hitting a mine in

the  Strait  of  Hormuz  after  disabling  its

GPS.
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Garuda  Indonesia  Leadership  Change:

Thomas  Sugiarto  Untoro  is  named  new

CEO of the national carrier.

Bangka  Belitung  Fire  Disaster: 450

houses and 50 swiftlet houses burned down

in a massive peatland-border fire.

Padang Flash Floods: Second major flood

in Padang within a year traps residents and

buries houses in 2 meters of mud.

Telkom University Bullying: A student is

dropped  out following  a  bullying  incident

against a freshman.

Haze  Impact  on  F1: F1  drivers  in

Singapore  joke  about  breathing  exhaust

fumes as  haze  levels  remain  high  during

race weekend.

Meurauke  Water  Security: Minister  of

Public Works inspects  deep-well drilling to

save  the  national  food  security  project  in

Papua from drought.

Fiji  Health  Diplomacy: Indonesia's  KRI

Wahidin  Sudirohusodo treats  687 patients

in Fiji during a port visit.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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