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CROATIA’S PLENKOVIĆ
GOVERNMENT LEVERAGES A HIGH

CREDIT RATING TO DEFLECT
DOMESTIC FALLOUT FROM THE

GOSPIĆ TOXIC WASTE SCANDAL, AS
THE KREMLIN DISREGARDS U.S.-
PROPOSED ENERGY TRUCES IN

UKRAINE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

Domestic  politics  in  Croatia  are  currently

dominated  by  a  high-stakes  confrontation

between  the  HDZ-led  government  and  a

unified  opposition.  Prime  Minister  Andrej

Plenković is facing his fourth no-confidence

vote,  a  maneuver  catalyzed  by  the  Gospić

hazardous waste scandal. The administration

is aggressively deploying economic successes

—specifically a  Moody’s A3 credit rating and

projected GDP growth exceeding €100 billion

—as  a  shield  against  allegations  of

institutional  negligence  and  illegal  waste

dumping.  This  "economic  statecraft  as

domestic defense" strategy seeks to frame the

opposition's efforts as "political hysteria" that

threatens  national  stability  and  economic

prosperity.

On the international stage, the "Trump Effect"

is creating a volatile diplomatic environment.

Despite  President  Trump’s  announcement of

an  "energy  truce"  between  Russia  and

Ukraine,  Moscow  has  categorically  rejected

the proposal, continuing its kinetic campaign

against  Ukrainian energy infrastructure. This

disconnect between Washington's rhetoric and

the  ground  reality  in  Eastern  Europe  is

forcing EU leaders to  harden their stance,

as  evidenced  by  the  adoption  of  1,600  new

sanctions targeting  the  Russian  military-

industrial complex. The day's events suggest a

deepening  rift  in  the  Western  alliance's

approach  to  the  conflict,  with  the  U.S.

pursuing  transactional  deals  while  the  EU

doubles down on long-term containment.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The  Gospić  Toxic  Waste  Crisis  and

Political Fallout

The  Croatian  opposition,  led  by  the  SDP,

has filed a motion for the  impeachment of

PM  Plenković following  the  discovery  of

illegally buried hazardous waste in Lika.

The government is  attempting to distance

itself  from  the  Cezar  Group,  a  major

contractor  in  the  cleanup  process  that  is

now under USKOK investigation.

Environmental concerns are being treated

as  a  national  security  issue,  yet  a

scheduled Committee for National Security

meeting  on  the  matter  was  abruptly

postponed.
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Fragile  Ukrainian  "Energy  Truce"

Narratives

President  Trump’s  claim  of  a  negotiated

ceasefire on energy infrastructure was met

with  immediate  Russian  strikes on

Ukrainian power plants.

The  EU,  via  High  Representative  Kaja

Kallas, signaled skepticism by launching a

massive  sanctions  package targeting

missile production lines.

Ukraine  has  requested  a  60-day  truce

specifically to facilitate national elections, a

proposal the Kremlin has dismissed.

Economic Resilience Metrics as Political

Capital

Moody’s  confirmed  Croatia’s  A3  rating,

citing  high  institutional  effectiveness  in

managing NPOO funds.

The  government  introduced  a  budget

rebalance, increasing expenditures by €745

million for  social  measures  and  energy

subsidies.

New "Anchor Price" regulations are being

introduced  in  public  consultation to  curb

inflation,  despite  resistance  from

entrepreneurs.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The  use  of  asymmetric  and  mobile

weaponry  is  increasing;  Ukrainian  forces

are deploying  "Partisan"  mobile  launchers

and "Vampire" systems to counter  Russian

drone swarms.

Militarization  of  the  civilian  sector

continues, as even agricultural diesel costs

in the UK and Europe are being  driven by

war-time volatility.

Critical Infrastructure Security

Energy infrastructure remains the primary

strategic  target in  the  Russia-Ukraine

theater, with Russian oil exports being used

as a diplomatic bargaining chip.

Waste  management  is  emerging  as  a

critical  vulnerability  in  Croatia's  public

health security, with the state struggling to

monitor industrial bypasses.

Tech Sovereignty & AI

AI is rapidly disrupting the  publishing and

translation sectors, leading to a loss of jobs

for  human  translators  and  concerns  over

copyright infringement.

Lunar  construction  plans  are  maturing,

with  NASA testing 3D printing using lunar

regolith for inflatable structures.

Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics

In Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Dodik-Čović

alliance is moving to consolidate power by

purging  ambassadors loyal  to  Željko

Komšić.

The  Irish EU Presidency has proposed an

8% cut to  the  total  EU budget,  creating

friction with states like Croatia that rely on

cohesion funds.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  Environmental

Negligence

The Gospić waste scandal is no longer a local

environmental issue; it has been transformed

into  a  proxy  for  state  corruption.  The

opposition’s  narrative  shifts  the  focus  from

simple illegal dumping to a systemic failure of

intelligence  (SOA)  and  regulatory  oversight.
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The  government's  defensive  response—

accusing  the  opposition  of  damaging  Lika’s

economy by  "declaring  the  soil  and  air

poisoned"—represents  a  growing  trend  of

gaslighting environmental  protestors  to

protect  private  corporate  interests linked  to

the state.

Economic  Stability  as  the  New

Authoritarian Shield

The Plenković administration is demonstrating

a  sophisticated  use  of  macroeconomic

benchmarks to invalidate domestic criticism.

By citing Moody's A3 ratings and a 100 billion

euro GDP, the government frames its survival

as  a  prerequisite  for  financial  stability.  This

creates a binary choice for the public: tolerate

localized corruption (like Gospić) or risk the

macroeconomic  collapse that  supposedly

follows a change in leadership.

The Fracturing of "Western" Diplomacy

The  day's  reporting  on  the  Ukraine  energy

truce highlights  a  chaotic  de-alignment

between  Washington  and  Brussels.  Trump’s

"deal-making"  style—often  announced  via

social  media without  prior  coordination—

clashes with the EU’s  legalistic and sanction-

heavy approach.  The  result  is  a  strategic

vacuum that Russia is actively exploiting by

increasing  kinetic  strikes while  the  West

debates the validity of hypothetical truces.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Croatia:  Factional  Warfare  and

Institutional Decay

The  no-confidence  vote scheduled  for

tomorrow is the fourth attempt to remove

Plenković, signaling a permanent  state of

legislative siege.

Public  trust  is  being  eroded  by  the

postponement  of  security  committee

meetings,  which  suggests  that  the

intelligence  community  (SOA)  may  be

compromised  or  withheld by  political

pressure.

Labor  unrest  is  simmering,  with  public

sector  unions preparing  for  protests  over

economic promises made by the HDZ two

years  ago  that  have  yet  to  materialize  in

purchasing power.

Germany: Intelligence Scandals

The fall of  August Hening, former head of

the  BND,  continues  to  undermine

confidence in Germany's ability to protect

state  secrets,  potentially  affecting

intelligence sharing within the EU.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Croatia's Strategic Maneuverability

Croatia  is  positioning  itself  as  the  "Model

Pupil" of the European Union. By being the

only  nation  to  receive  eight  full  NPOO

payments through 100% reform compliance,

the  government  is  securing  geopolitical

leverage.  This allows Plenković to project a

"Europeanized"  image  that  offsets  the  more

nationalist and provincial tones of his coalition

partners, the Homeland Movement. However,

the reliance on EU funds (13% of GDP) makes

Croatia  extremely  vulnerable to  the

proposed Irish budget cuts.

The Balkan Alignment Shift

A  significant  consolidation  of  Croat-Serb

interests in  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina  is

underway.  The  alliance  between  Dodik  and

Čović is  designed  to  dictate  state-level

appointments and  marginalize  Bosniak
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factions (DF). This moves the region toward a

functional  partition of  influence,  likely

emboldened  by  the  Trump  administration's

perceived lack of interest in traditional Balkan

peacekeeping.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The overarching economic narrative is one of

managed growth threatened by  inflationary

pressures and  EU-level  austerity.  While

Moody's  A3 rating provides  a  safety  net  for

debt refinancing, the domestic reality involves

rising gas prices and a  €745 million budget

rebalance  that  risks  widening  the  deficit to

the 3% limit.

GDP & Growth: Croatian GDP expected to

cross  €100 billion;  growth rate is  double

the EU average.

Credit  Ratings: Moody’s  upgrade  to  A3

with stable outlook; Croatia has risen  five

levels since Feb 2020.

Energy  Prices: Petrol  stable  at  €1.74;

Diesel  dropping  to  €1.83;  LPG increasing

by 12 cents.

EU  Funding: Croatia  has  utilized  €7.3

billion of its €10 billion NPOO allocation.

Inflation  Mitigation: "Anchor  prices"

regulation  to  be  enforced  by  Nov  17,

despite small business protests.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Strategic  shifts  in  leadership  are  occurring

primarily through  threatened removals and

the  consolidation  of  nationalist  blocs in

the region.

Andrej  Plenković  (PM  of  Croatia):

Fighting to  maintain  majority  support (79

hands)  against  a  54-vote  opposition  bloc.

His  leadership  is  increasingly  tied  to

technocratic economic metrics rather than

popular mandate.

Milorad  Dodik  &  Dragan  Čović:

Coordinating  a  joint  platform to  replace

Željko  Komšić’s diplomatic  appointees,

marking  a  shift  toward  nationalist

dominance in BiH institutions.

Donald Trump: Acting as a  geopolitical

disruptor,  his  social  media  diplomacy  is

overriding  traditional  channels,  forcing

leaders  like  Zelensky to  publicly  agree to

deals that do not exist on the ground.

August Hening: The former BND chief’s

disgraced  status  represents  the  ongoing

purge  or institutional  cleansing  within

Germany’s security architecture.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The network  maintains  a  technocratic  and

defensive tone,  often  balancing  sharp

opposition criticism with long,  uninterrupted

government rebuttals. The  Lead Stories are

consistently  the  Gospić  scandal and  the

Moody's  rating,  effectively  pitting  "Crisis"

against  "Competence."  Buried  Stories

include the specific details of the public sector

strikes and the actual  health risks in Gospić,

which are often generalized. A  Conspicuous

Omission is the lack of detailed analysis on

the  Homeland  Movement's  role in  the

Gospić crisis,  given their previous stance on

waste  and  their  current  position  in  the

coalition.
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GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The global arena is portrayed as an unstable

theater where  economic  rankings  are  the

only  reliable  currency.  World  leaders  are

framed  by  their  utility  to  the  market or

their kinetic impact on the energy grid.

Vladimir  Putin: Portrayed  as

obstructionist  and  deceptive.  He

"ignores  Trump's  announcements"  and

continues  bombarding  civilian

infrastructure,  reinforcing  his  image  as  a

rogue actor rejecting peace.

Donald  Trump: Framed  as  an

unpredictable  transactionalist.  He

makes announcements that have "no proof

of  reality"  and  sidelines  European  allies,

creating  a  fragmented  security

environment.

Andrej  Plenković: Portrayed  as  a

beleaguered  technocrat.  He  is  the

"spokesperson for  economic success"  who

is  constantly  attacked by  an  "evil  or

malicious" opposition.

Volodymyr  Zelensky: Framed  as

desperate  and  vulnerable,  forced  to

publicly respect a truce that does not exist

to maintain U.S. support.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The Croatian information space is currently a

narrative  battleground over  the  definition

of "truth."

Narrative  Seeding: The  government  is

seeding the term "Hysteria" to delegitimize

the  Gospić  investigation,  while  the

opposition  is  seeding  the  term

"Veleizdajnik" (High Traitor).

Meta-Narrative: PM  Plenković  is

attempting to  frame the  43 interpelations

in  his  tenure  not  as  a  sign  of  failed

governance,  but  as  proof  of  opposition

obsession.

Spin  vs.  Reality: While  the  government

claims  no  health  hazards exist  in  Gospić,

the expansion of the  USKOK investigation

to  five  more  entities  suggests  a  much

larger corruption network than initially

admitted.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Legislative  Survival: The  no-confidence

vote will  likely  fail  due  to  HDZ's  rigid

coalition discipline, but the Gospić scandal

will  act as a "slow poison" for the party's

Lika-Senj base.

Ukraine  Escalation: The  failure  of

Trump’s  "energy  truce"  will  lead  to  a

winter  energy  collapse in  Ukraine,  as

Russia  aims  to  leverage  Trump's

impatience for a total Ukrainian surrender.

EU Budget  Friction: Croatia  will  lead  a

coalition  of  16  states to  block  the  Irish

budget  cuts,  potentially  stalling  the

2028-2034 financial framework.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): The  USKOK

investigation into the Cezar Group will likely

lead to the arrest of lower-level officials in

Gospić  as  the  government  seeks  sacrificial

lambs to  quell  public  anger.  Expect  public

sector  strikes to  intensify  if  inflation  spikes

following fuel price increases.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The  "Anchor

Price"  regulation  will  fail  to  provide  relief,

leading  to  a  black  market for  certain
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services  or legal  challenges from  business

associations.  Ukraine  will  face  a

constitutional  crisis if  elections  are

postponed  again  despite  Zelensky's  60-day

request.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Croatia's  economy

will become over-leveraged on NPOO funds;

if EU cohesion funding is cut, the country will

face  a  structural  recession as  the  current

"double-digit" growth model is not sustainable

on domestic consumption alone.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Environmental  Catastrophe

Contamination: The  Gospić  waste could

reach the  Adriatic groundwater system. 

Trigger: Heavy  autumn  rains  mobilizing

buried toxic compounds. Likelihood: High.

Impact: Devastating  to  tourism  and

agriculture.  Mitigation: Immediate  full-

scale excavation and incineration in cement

plants.

Russian Kinetic Escalation on Energy:

Total  Ukrainian  grid  collapse.  Trigger:

Failure of the Trump truce leads to massive

Russian missile barrages. Likelihood: Very

High.  Impact: Mass  refugee wave to  the

EU.  Mitigation: Immediate  sanctioning of

missile supply chains (Kallas package).

EU  Budget  Gridlock: Collapse  of

2028-2034  funding.  Trigger: Frugal

nations  (led  by  Ireland)  refuse  to

compromise  on  8%  cuts.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact: Stalling  of  all  NPOO-

style reforms in Croatia.  Mitigation: New

EU-wide debt instruments.

Regional  Instability  (BiH  Partition):

The Dodik-Čović alliance creates a de facto

third  entity.  Trigger: Unilateral

replacement  of  ambassadors and  central

bank  control.  Likelihood: High.  Impact:

Resumption of  ethnic conflict.  Mitigation:

Continued  EUFOR  presence  and  NATO

alignment.

AI Job Displacement Unrest: Widespread

white-collar  unemployment.  Trigger:

Rapid  adoption  of  AI  in  translation  and

magazine  editing.  Likelihood: Moderate.

Impact: Social  unrest  among  educated

youth. Mitigation: Universal Basic Income

or legal labeling of human-made content.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  transcripts  fail  to  provide

independent  lab  results on  the  soil

toxicity  in  Gospić,  relying  instead  on

government  "Scientific  Council"

assurances.

There is no mention of counter-measures

for  the  Russian  oil  sanction  exemptions

proposed  by  the  U.S.,  which  could  fund

further kinetic operations.

The  military  status of  the  "Partisan"

missile  launchers is  unclear—are  they

indigenous  Ukrainian  designs  or  covertly

supplied NATO hardware?

The  actual  cost  of  living in  Croatia  is

obscured  by  GDP  aggregates;  the

transcripts do not address the gap between

economic growth and consumer debt.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The "Moody’s Trap": The high credit rating

is actually a laggard indicator. The A3 rating

reflects  past  compliance,  but  the  Gospić
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scandal indicates a  total breakdown of  the

very  institutions  Moody’s  praises.  A  "Black

Swan" would be a sudden downgrade if the

waste  cleanup  cost  exceeds  national

emergency reserves.

The "Trump-Putin Collusion" Mirage: The

energy truce is a deliberate  misinformation

campaign by the Kremlin to create  dissent

within  NATO.  By  rejecting  Trump’s  public

offer, Putin forces Trump to  punish Ukraine

for  "not  being  flexible  enough,"  effectively

achieving  Russian  goals  through  U.text-

decoration-line:  line-through;S.  diplomatic

pressure.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Immediate  transparency  reform for  the

SOA  and  environmental  agencies to

decouple security intelligence from political

survival.

Diversification  of  national  income beyond

EU funds to mitigate the impending budget

cuts.

Strengthening  the  NATO-BiH  partnership

to  counter  the  Dodik-Čović  institutional

capture.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain  Hedge: Move  away  from

diesel-heavy logistics as war-time volatility

drives costs up by £35M a week in major

markets.

Regulatory  Compliance: Prepare  for

"Anchor  Price" reporting  mandates

starting Nov 17; failure to comply will likely

be used for political messaging.

Tech  Opportunity: Invest  in  AI-labeling

technologies and  "human-made"

certification as  consumer backlash against

AI content grows.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The Croatian Sabor is the primary arena for

combative  policy-making,  with  focus  on

regulatory  compliance and  budgetary

expansion.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Anchor  Price  Regulation: Mandates

listing  previous  and  current  prices to

prevent "inflation gouging"; takes effect

Nov 17.

2026  Budget  Rebalance: Increases

spending  by  €745  million to  cover

pensions and health costs.

EU  Budget  VFO  2028-2034:

Negotiating the  8% reduction proposed

by the Irish Presidency.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

HDZ  Presidency  Meeting: PM

Plenković  dismissed the  Gospić scandal

as  "hysterics"  and  prepared  for

tomorrow's Sabor defense.

Scientific  Council  on  Gospić:

Confirmed  that  non-hazardous  waste is

being successfully transported to Holcim

and Nexe cement plants.

Dodik-Čović  Banja  Luka  Summit:

Announced  intent  to  remove  Komšić-

appointed ambassadors.
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KEY STORIES

The  4th  Impeachment  Attempt: The

Croatian  opposition  led  by  SDP  has

submitted  a  motion to  remove  PM

Plenković over the Gospić waste affair. The

government  has  79  votes and  expects  to

survive, but public sentiment is shifting.

Moody's  A3  Credit  Upgrade: Croatia’s

credit  rating  was  confirmed at  A3 with  a

stable  outlook,  a  major  political  win  for

Zvonimir Savić and the PM.

Trump's  Energy  Truce  Failure: Donald

Trump  announced  a  ceasefire  on  energy

targets,  but  Russia  rejected it and  struck

several power plants within hours.

EU  Sanctions  Package: Kaja  Kallas

announced  the  largest  expansion of

sanctions, targeting 1,600 entities involved

in Russian missile production.

Gospić  Waste  Cleanup: Cleanup  has

begun,  but  Cezar  Group,  one  of  the  five

contractors,  is  now  under  USKOK

investigation,  leading  to  calls  to  exclude

them from the contract.

The  "Partisan"  Launcher: Ukrainian

mobile  rocket  systems are  being  used  in

Zaporizhzhia to  strike  Russian FPV drone

launch points.

BiH Diplomatic Purge: Dodik and Čović

agreed  in  Banja  Luka to  replace

ambassadors  and  military  leaders they

deem politically unacceptable.

AI in Literature Crisis: The University of

Cambridge  reports  over  half  of  British

authors fear  being  replaced  by  AI

generators.

One-Shift  Schooling Reform: Croatia  is

building  1,900 new classrooms and 21,000

kindergarten  spots to  align  with  EU

educational standards.

Fuel  Price  Volatility: New  prices  at

midnight:  Diesel  down  to  €1.83,  gas  for

tanks up to €1.67/kg.

Lunar 3D Printing: NASA is testing lunar

regolith printing to create radiation shields

for moon bases.

Over-Tourism in Amsterdam: The city is

banning  new hotels and  seeking  to  halve

river  cruises to  manage  22  million

overnight stays.

Romani  Cultural  Reclamation: Artist

Malgorzata  Mirga-Tas uses  textiles  to

document  Romani  history and  counter

stereotypical portrayals.

Bulgarian Street Dog Rescue: A British

couple  in  Bulgaria has  found  homes  for

2,000 abandoned dogs.

Asparagus  Pee  Genetics: Scientists

explain  why  genetic  receptors prevent

some people from  smelling metabolites in

urine.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
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level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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