TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS
NDTV

OCTOBER 12, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

INSTITUTIONAL LEGITIMAGY CRISIS: OPPOSITION
MARCHES & CRACKDOWN ON DISSENT (OCT 12, 2026)

A Day of Confrontation: Judicial Challenges, Protest Bans, and Allegations of Foreign Plots Reshape Indian Politics.
THE FLASHPOINT: OPPOSITION MARCH & JUDICIAL OFFENSIVE

CJI Surya Kant
Refuses to Meet

Rahul Gandhi calls it
Fgg'gg;&sglcv a 'Shiv Tandav' -
o Spomageous, India Alliance Leaders,
M! ggressive Resistance. Citing Sub-Judice
A N Propriety.

124-PAGE
PETITION
AGAINST CEC

Initiative for Registration (SIR) & Removal of CEC due to alleged
voter list manipulation. Petition filed despite 14 defects.

: Prioritizing Securil
[ man e | METRO CLOSURES: | over Urba Mabiy
74 "PROTEST SITE |4 6 MAJOR STATIONS |\ to Impede March.
(AFTER 33 YEARS) SHiflle. o Govk)
|- = LUTYENS' DELHI_( SHAHDARA v Sl Hotks
(Fortress Governance)
Ministry of Home Affairs
Direcks Delhi Police: J X ECONOMIC DRAG:
Delhi Traders Report 70% Business Loss During
Festive Season (est. ¥250-350 Cr/day).

Protest-Free Zone for Security
& Economic Reasons.

NARRATIVES & INFORMATION WARFARE
GOVERNMENT & ALLIES NARRATIVE:

OPPOSITION NARRATIVE:
“Foreign-Funded Conspiracy”

“Weaponization of Institutional Integrity”
CEC Targeted: FOREIGN ACTORS:
“Mind Behind ¥ [~ “International YouTubers”,
/ “German Nationals”

the Mistake”
Allegation: Unrest Funded

{
<, INFORMATION WAR: _ to Destabilize Modi Admin;
'Shiv Tandav" vs. *Hurdangis’ *Regime Change” Plot
(Chaos-Makers). Battle over i
Digital Sovereignty. like Bangladesh/Nepal.

REGIONAL & INTERNAL FRACTURES
UP ELECTION MANEUVERING & 0BC QUOTA

CONGRESS INTERNAL STRIFE (UP)
Ajay Rai  Aradhana Mishra ~
(Old Guard) (New Leadership) Challenge to MP HIGH COURT:
5 t@e) Yogi (Sambhal) QUASHES 27%
& & Akhilesh 0BC QUOTA,
(Gorakhpur) Capped at 14%
(Constitutional Ceiling).

Risks Re-igniting
Caste Agitations.

Houthi Drone Strike Kills ' EMERGENCY INKP:
: 13, Including 1 Indian. ~ 7 Govt Supgresses Imran
Houthill\/&qri!irge Attgcks @G"Soﬂgm\r}?i?i;
on Indian Crewe
RIYADH AIRPORT Ships Continues. Arrested/Abducted.

(SAUDI ARABIA) :
INDIA'S GLOBAL POSTURE: Views environment as hostile. Increased Paramilitary Deployment (2,000) in Delhi.

TRENDS, RISKS & FUTURE OUTLOOK

FUTURE OUTLOOK:

TREND: WEAPONIZATION OF | TREND: SPATIAL RESTRICTION RISK ASSESSMENT:
INSTITUTIONAL INTEGRITY. AS COUNTER-INSURGENCY. National Civil Disruption (High), Supreme Court Intervention
Assault on ECI Legitimacy. Marginalizing Dissent by nstitutional Breakdown_ likely to Defuse Tensions.
Supreme Court as ‘Electoral | Moving Protests to Periphery. | (Moderate), Regional Conflict | Escalation to Pop-up" Protests.
Auditor’. Spillover (Moderate), Communal Intense Political Volatility
Volatility (High). Ahead of 2027 Elections.

Report Analysis by [Your Organization Name] | Based on Day-at-a-Glance, October 12, 2026. | Visualized for Clarity. | No QR Codes. English Only.




TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

NDTV

OCTOBER 12, 2026

INSTITUTIONAL LEGITIMACY
CRISIS DEEPENS AS OPPOSITION
MARCHES ON SUPREME COURT
AMID CRACKDOWN ON PROTEST

SPACES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

October 12, 2026, marked a significant
escalation in the confrontation between the
Indian state and the unified opposition (India
Alliance). The day was dominated by a
massive "Delhi March for Democracy" led by
Rahul Gandhi and Akhilesh Yadav, targeting
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh
Kumar over allegations of "vote theft" and
voter list manipulation. The march culminated
at the Supreme Court, where the opposition
filed a 124-page petition demanding an
audit of the Special Initiative for Registration
(SIR) process and the removal of the CEC.
This movement, characterized by Rahul
Gandhi as a non-planned Shiv Tandav, signals
a shift toward more aggressive, unpredictable
street politics intended to bypass traditional
parliamentary constraints.

Simultaneously, the government took decisive
steps to curtail the physical infrastructure of
dissent. The Ministry of Home Affairs directed

the Delhi Police to de-notify Jantar Mantar
as an official protest site, a status it held for
33 years. By re-routing future demonstrations
to distant locations like Burari and Shahdara,
the state is effectively creating a "protest-
free" Lutyens’ Delhi, citing security threats
and economic disruption. This move has been
met with accusations of dictatorial overreach
by opposition figures, further polarizing the
domestic political landscape. The
administrative hardening coincides with a
narrative, voiced by senior legal figures like
Harish Salve, suggesting that these protests
are part of a foreign-funded conspiracy
aimed at a "regime change" similar to recent
events in Bangladesh and Nepal.

Institutional friction also extended to the
judiciary. The Chief Justice of India (CJI) Surya
Kant declined a personal meeting with
opposition leaders, citing judicial propriety as
the matter is sub-judice, which led to a brief
but intense wave of criticism from regional
Congress branches. Meanwhile, in Uttar
Pradesh, the political environment is heating
up six months ahead of assembly elections,
with AIMIM’s Asaduddin Owaisi issuing
constituency challenges to Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and Akhilesh Yadav, attempting to
position his party as the true representative of
the 99% against a 1% elite. Globally, the
safety of Indian nationals was highlighted by a
Houthi drone strike on Riyadh’s airport,
resulting in casualties, and a
deepening crisis in Pakistan where the
government declared an emergency in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa to suppress supporters of Imran
Khan.

Indian
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Opposition Judicial Offensive: Rahul
Gandhi and 10 other India Alliance leaders
filed a petition in the Supreme Court
seeking the removal of CEC Gyanesh
Kumar and a independent audit of the SIR
process. The petition contains 14 initial
defects according to the registry but is
expected to be heard imminently.

Closure of Jantar Mantar: In a landmark
administrative shift, the Delhi Police
removed Jantar Mantar from the list of
designated protest sites, moving
demonstrations to the periphery of the city
to protect high-security zones.

Foreign Conspiracy Allegations:
Prominent lawyer Harish Salve and BJP
officials alleged that domestic unrest is
being funded by foreign powers and
supported by "international YouTubers" to
destabilize the Modi administration.

UP Election Maneuvering: Asaduddin
Owaisi challenged Yogi Adityanath to
contest from Sambhal and Akhilesh Yadav
from Gorakhpur, aiming to disrupt
traditional vote banks in the upcoming
2027 state elections.

Congress Internal Strife: A violent brawl
broke out at the Uttar Pradesh Congress
headquarters in Lucknow, involving shoe-
throwing and physical altercations between
supporters of former president Ajay Rai
and new leadership, highlighting deep
organizational fractures.

OBC Reservation Capped: The Madhya
Pradesh High Court quashed the 2019 law
increasing OBC reservation to 27%,
capping it at 14% to maintain the 50%
constitutional ceiling, a move with
significant electoral implications.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization: The
Middle East conflict has directly impacted
Indian security interests with the Houthi
attack on Riyadh’s King Khali
Airport, which killed 13 people, including an
Indian national. Domestically, the government
has extended the deployment of 2,000
paramilitary personnel in Delhi for an
additional month to counter potential civil
unrest following intelligence warnings.

International

Civil Unrest & Social Order: The "Shiv

Tandav" protest style advocated by the
opposition suggests a move toward
unstructured, spontaneous resistance

designed to overwhelm police planning. The

state’s response—the de-notification of Jantar

Mantar—indicates a strategy of spatial

containment to prevent protesters from

reaching the "Fortress" of Lutyens’ Delhi
ri Rahul Gandhi.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance: A
confrontation between the executive/
legislative opposition and the judiciary
emerged after the CJI refused to meet the
India Alliance. While the C]JI maintained
judicial independence, regional political
actors attacked the court, with the Kerala
Congress briefly calling for the CJI's
resignation before retracting the statement.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk: The
Madhya Pradesh High Court’s ruling on OBC
reservations highlights the ongoing tension
between populist legislative agendas and

the 1992 Indra Sawhney constitutional
precedent capping social quotas. This sets the

stage for a Supreme Court battle that will
shape the 2027 electoral cycle.

Critical Infrastructure Security: Delhi’s

transport infrastructure was heavily
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restricted, with six major metro stations
(including Rajiv. Chowk and Central
Secretariat) closed to the public for ten hours
to impede the opposition march, reflecting a
prioritization of security over urban mobility.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Institutional
Integrity The core narrative of the day is the
wholesale assault on the legitimacy of the
Election Commission of India (ECI). The
opposition is no longer merely criticizing
policy but is personally targeting the CEC,
EIEE $AR (Gyanesh Kumar), accusing him of
being a "mind behind the mistake" in voter list
deletions. By filing a petition signed by 11
high-profile leaders, the opposition is
attempting to force the Supreme Court to act
as an electoral auditor, moving the battle
from the ballot box to the bench. The
government’s counter-narrative frames this as
"judicial bullying" intended to intimidate

constitutional authorities into submission.
Spatial Restriction as a Counter-

Insurgency Tactic The removal of Jantar
Mantar as a protest site is a strategic move to
neutralize the symbolic power of proximity.
For decades, Jantar Mantar allowed protesters
to be within earshot of Parliament. Moving
protests to Burari and Shahdara—locations far
from the media and political center—is an
attempt to marginalize dissent by making it
invisible to the daily operations of the capital.
This reflects a broader trend of "fortress
governance" where the state uses urban
planning and traffic management as tools of
political containment.

The "Foreign Hand" and Digital
Sovereignty A recurring theme throughout
the transcripts is the allegation that India’s

domestic turmoil is externally engineered.
Harish Salve’s specific mention of "German
Nationals" and "Youtubers" impacting Indian
sovereignty suggests a government-aligned
effort to delegitimize the protest movement as
an "artificial" revolution. This is contrasted
with the opposition’s claim of a spontaneous
"Shiv Tandav." The framing of India as a
potential target for a Bangladesh-style coup
is being used to justify harsh security
measures and to stir nationalist sentiment
against the India Alliance.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The health of India’s domestic political
institutions is under severe strain. The
transcripts partisan
polarization, where even religious metaphors
(the "Shiv Tandav" vs. "Hurdangis") are
weaponized to demonize the other side.
Internal instability is particularly evident
within the Congress party, where a
leadership transition in Uttar Pradesh led to
physical violence between supporters of old
and new guards in Lucknow at the party
headquarters. This suggests that while the
opposition is unified in its hatred of the
current ECI leadership, it remains fractured
internally, which may constrain its capacity
for a sustained long-term movement.

reveal extreme

e Institutional Decay: The Election
Commission is described by the opposition
as "dishonest" and "working for the BJB"
while the BJP accuses the opposition of

ndermining ev nstitutional

* Social Quotas: The MP High Court
decision on reservations risks re-igniting
caste-based agitations in central India, a
vulnerability the opposition is already

vowing to exploit.
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EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

India is increasingly viewing the international
environment as hostile or destabilizing. The
portrayal of the Houthi rebels as an Iranian
proxy threatening Indian workers in Saudi
Arabia aligns with a broader concern about
regional instability,. However, the more
pressing external dynamic is the information
war. Foreign media outlets like The New
York Times and Al Jazeera are framed by
the government’s supporters as biased
agents seeking to damage PM Modi’s global
image amid the ongoing protests. This
defensive posture suggests India may seek to
tighten regulations on foreign social media
and NGOs to protect what it calls "Tech
Sovereignty."

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The political instability in the capital is
beginning to exert a measurable drag on the
local economy. Traders in Delhi report that
the frequent road closures and protests have
slashed business by 70% during the critical
festive season according to trade chambers.
This economic impact is a primary
justification used by the government for
moving protest sites out of the city center.

* Trade Disruption: Protests cause an
estimated daily trade loss of 250 to 350

crore rupees in Delhi due to supply chain
blockages.

» Agricultural Punjab,

unseasonal rains and waterlogging in
mandis (grain markets) have ruined
thousands of (quintals of paddy,
impacting farmer incomes and rural
liquidi

Losses: In

* Energy Geopolitics: Houthi attacks on
Saudi oil infrastructure threaten global
supply stability, although Saudi Arabia
remains the world's largest exporter with
15-17% of global reserves.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Personnel shifts today focused on high-stakes
administrative and political roles, reflecting
efforts to manage crises in both India and
Pakistan.

* Gyanesh Kumar (CEC): Facing intense
pressure for resignation; his status is now a
litmus test for the ECI's independence
according to opposition claims.

* Aradhana Mishra: Appointed as the new
UP Congress President; her takeover was
immediately marred by violent infighting

between Ajay Rai's faction and her own.

* MPSC Leadership (Maharashtra): The
government is preparing to send Chairman
Vivek Bhimnagar on leave following
massive student protests over paper leaks.

* Soheil Afridi: The Chief Minister of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa  (Pakistan) was
reportedly arrested/abducted along with
his cabinet after the federal government

lar n emergen

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s editorial priority was
overwhelmingly domestic, focused on the
opposition march and the CEC
controversy. This was treated with high
urgency, using words like "Tandav" and
"Ghamasan" (uproar) to drive engagement.
The Jantar Mantar ban was the secondary
lead, framed as a "major change" to Delhi's
landscape. Foreign news, such as the Houthi
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airport strike and the Pakistan emergency,
was treated with gravity but relegated to the
second half of broadcasts, emphasizing the
danger to Indians in Riyadh. Conspicuously
omitted was any detailed discussion of the
government's specific legal defense for the
SIR process, focusing instead on the optics of
the march and the counter-accusations of
"anarchy."

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's framing suggests a world of
collapsing norms and increasing foreign-
sponsored disruption.

COUNTRIES

* Saudi Arabia: Portrayed as a vulnerable
giant, unable to protect its high-tech
infrastructure from asymmetric Houthi
threats despite US support.

e Pakistan: Framed as a state of total
chaos, where democratic norms are
suspended via emergency orders to prevent
political uprisings.

e Iran: Implicitly cast as a destabilizing
mastermind, with Houthis described as its
"most destructive weapon" in the Middle
East.

* Nepal/Bangladesh: Used as scare tactics
by the BJP to describe what the opposition
wants for India: "regime change through

street violence" and instability.

LEADERS

* Rahul Gandhi: Framed as a rebel leader
embracing "unplanned" chaos; quote: "This
is Shiv's dance... no planning needed" at
the march.

* Yogi Adityanath: Portrayed as a staunch
defender of institutions, dismissing the
opposition as "confused" and anti-Sanatan.

* Asaduddin Owaisi: Framed as a shrewd
disruptor trying to break the 80-20 binary
and challenge the status quo in UP.

* Imran Khan: Portrayed as a jailed threat
whose supporters can still trigger a
national emergency in Pakistan.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* Houthi Rebels: Framed as effective
terrorists who utilize "guerilla warfare"
and drones to bypass traditional military
superiority.

* India

Alliance: Portrayed by the

government as an "assembly of chaos-

makers" (Hurdangis) bent on anarchy.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The day saw a heavy deployment of narrative
seeding. The opposition used the "Shiv
Tandav" metaphor to provide a moral and
religious coating to their street protests to
appeal to the Hindu heartland. Conversely, the
government launched a "Meta-Narrative" of
foreign subversion. Harish Salve’s interview
acted as a force multiplier for the BJP’s
claim that these are not "people’s protests"
but "funded operations" by international
actors. The state also engaged in
information restriction, closing metro
stations and limiting protest areas, while the
opposition claimed to have "200 government
officers" providing them with insider leaks.
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Judicial Intervention: The Supreme Court
is likely to admit the opposition petition to
defuse street tensions, but will probably
stop short of removing the CEC without
irref’ le eviden

* Escalation of Protest Tactics: As physical
spaces like Jantar Mantar are closed, the
opposition will likely shift to spontaneous
"pop-up"” protests in residential or
commercial hubs to maximize disruption

1 visibility.

* Caste and Reservation Unrest: The MP
High Court ruling could trigger a national
debate on the 50% reservation cap, forcing
all major parties to take potentially
polarizing stances before the 2027
elections.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened
paramilitary presence in Delhi as the India
Alliance tests the limits of the Jantar Mantar
ban. The Supreme Court's preliminary
hearing on the CEC petition will determine

whether the crisis moves into a legal phase or

remains on the streets.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The focus will
shift to Uttar Pradesh. Owaisi’s entry and his
"99% vs 1%" rhetoric could fragment the
Dalit and Muslim vote, potentially
benefiting the BJP or forcing a total re-

alignment of the India Alliance in the state.

Long Term (1-5 Years): India may see a
structural redesign of how its constitutional
bodies are appointed. If the opposition
successfully delegitimizes the ECI, the very

foundation of electoral stability could be

replaced by a permanent cycle of litigation
and protest after every election.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current trajectory of Indian domestic
politics and regional stability presents several
high-impact risks.

* National Civil Disruption: The move to

"unplanned" protests could lead to
unpredictable clashes. Triggers: Mass
arrests of opposition leaders or a
provocative police action at a "pop-up"
protest. Likelihood: High. Impact: Severe
economic and social disruption.
Mitigations: Formalizing new protest
protocols and creating a cross-party
dialogue on electoral reforms.

Institutional Breakdown: A loss of public
trust in the Election Commission. Triggers:
Discovery of a major technical error in
voter lists or a partisan statement from a
Commissioner. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Loss of government mandate and
potential constitutional crisis. Mitigations:
Independent third-party audit of the SIR
process as demanded in the petition.

Regional Conflict Spillover: Houthi/
Iranian strikes on Indian diaspora/interests.
Triggers: Increased Houthi drone
capabilities or direct strikes on oil tankers
with Indian crews. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: spikes and
evacuation crises. Mitigations: Enhanced
naval patrols in the Red Sea and diplomatic
engagement with Saudi/Iran.

Energy price
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* Communal Volatility: The "80-20" vs
"99-1" narratives in UP. Triggers: Judicial
rulings on sensitive sites or inflammatory
speeches durin
Likelihood: High. Impact: Widespread
riots and social polarization. Mitigations:
Strict enforcement of the Model Code of
Conduct and community outreach.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The "Managed" Chaos Hypothesis: The
apparent "Shiv Tandav" lack of planning
might actually be a highly sophisticated
decentralized strategy intended to tire
out security forces through attrition. In this
scenario, the opposition is not "confused"
but is deliberately baiting the government

"foreign hand" fears. Triggers: A viral into an wunpopular crackdown that will

"deepfake" or "disinformation" campaign catalyze larger support.

impacting a_state election. Likelihood: « The Institutional "Safety Valve": The

High. Impact: Erosion of free speech and

digital isolation. Mitigations: Transparent

Al and social media regulation laws.

Information Autocracy: Draconian
regulation of digital spaces in response to

CJI's refusal to meet the opposition, framed
today as a setback, might actually be a
precursor to a major judicial
intervention. By forcing a formal petition,
the court ensures that any action it takes
against the CEC is legally airtight rather
than appearing politically motivated.

* Black Swan - The Middle East
Blackout: A Houthi strike successfully
disables a major Saudi desalination
plant or oil terminal with a high Indian
casualty count. This forces India into a
direct military/security commitment in the

Middle East, draining domestic resources
and shifting the entire focus away from the

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

A complete risk assessment is hindered by
several missing pieces of critical context:

* SIR Technical Data: The specific technical
flaws in the SIR process are not detailed,
making it hard to judge the validity of the
"vote theft" claims.

* Foreign Funding Evidence: No concrete
evidence for Harish Salve's "foreign

funding" claims was presented beyond CEC controversy.
n 1 rvation of  YouTuber
popularity.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

* Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Status: The exact IMPLICATIONS

whereabouts and condition of CM Soheil

Afridi remain unconfirmed by independent

sources.

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Paramilitary forces must prepare
for  highly mobile, decentralized

e Jantar Mantar  Alternatives: The
feasibility of Burari and Shahdara as

effective protest sites lacks logistics and
. Jies.

protests that do not center on traditional
hubs like Jantar Mantar or Parliament
House.
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* Economic: City-wide "congestion pricing" parliamentary floor debates, highlighting a

or smarter traffic routing should be period of executive and judicial governance.
implemented to protect the 350 crore/day
retail trade in Lutyens’ Delhi during unrest. * BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

- MP OBC Reservation Act (2019):
Quashed by the High Court for violating
the 50% quota ceiling; strategic intent
was to increase OBC support for the
then-government.

o Standing Order 2022 (Delhi Police):
For Private Sector/Investors: Amended to de-notify Jantar Mantar;
strategic intent is to improve urban
security and reduce economic disruption

* Diplomatic: The "foreign hand" narrative
requires specific evidence to be shared
with allies to avoid a diplomatic backlash
regarding civil liberties and democratic

* Supply Chain: Logistics companies should

diversify routes in Delhi/NCR, avoiding from protests.
the Lutyens’/Mandi House corridor which is
prone to sudden metro/road closures. * HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
c Rahul Gandhi Press Conference:

* Regulatory Compliance: Firms in the
digital media/YouTube space should
anticipate stricter content and funding

Alleged government is r in
Gyanesh Kumar and announced a "Shiv

audits d to th vereiant ncern Tandav" protest strategy.

raised. o Harish Salve Interview: Alleged
« Market Sentiment: Investors should price foreign fun il.l £ Il.l lan_pr : and

in political volatility as India approaches warned of an international conspiracy.

the critical 2027 state elections amid o CJI Surya Kant Statement: Clarified

institutional challenges. that the Supreme Court doors are open

for legal petitions but not for political

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP private meetings.

The day featured major judicial decisions and KEY STORIES
policy  shifts rather than  traditional

* India Alliance March: A major protest
from Barakhamba to the Supreme Court led
by Rahul Gandhi and Akhilesh Yadav
against the CEC over voter list
manipulation.

* Supreme Court Petition Filed: 11
opposition leaders filed a 124-page petition
against CEC Gyanesh Kumar; however, the

registry fl 14 technical def .
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Jantar Mantar De-notification: The

Ministry of Home Affairs removed Jantar

Mantar as a protest site due to security and

economic concerns.

Houthi Attack on Riyadh Airport: A
drone strike on King Khalid International
Airport Kill
national; 300+ injured.

MP OBC Quota Quashed: High Court
struck down the increase of OBC quota to

27%, restoring it to 14%.
Pakistan Emergency in KP: The Shahbaz

Sharif government declared an emergency
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and arrested/
abducted the CM and his cabinet.

Owaisi’'s UP Challenge: AIMIM chief
challenged CM Yogi to contest from
Sambhal and Akhilesh Yadav from

Gorakhpur in the next elections.

Congress
clashes

incl Indian

Lucknow Brawl: Violent
factions of the UP
Congress at the Lucknow headquarters led
to shoe-throwing and injuries.

between

Delhi Metro Closures: Six major metro
stations were shut for ten hours to manage
the opposition's march to the Supreme
Court.

El Nino/Climate Warning: Experts
warned of a 100% chance of El Nino
persisting through February 2027,
threatening 15,800 lives due to extreme
heat in India.

Bimal Harassment

Case:

Akoijam Sexual
BJP #fgem #™f (Women's Wing)
protested against Manipur Congress MP
over allegations by 11 JNU students.

CJP Deadline to Police: Cockroach Janata
Party (CJP) gave a 24-hour ultimatum to

Delhi Police to provide a protest date and

venue.

* Arvind Kejriwal FIR: A case was filed
against the AAP chief for alleged political
slogans inside a Delhi Gurdwara.

* MPSC Protest Victory: The Maharashtra
government agreed to offline exams and an
investigation into paper leaks following 11
days of student strikes.

* Ather Singh Bhadana Murder: A former
BJP MLA was beaten to death during a
dispute over a mining/crusher path.

Delhi/NCR Storms: Heavy rains caused
widespread waterlogging and traffic chaos
across Noida and Delhi.

Electric Vehicle Fire in Dewas: A
showroom caught fire due to a short circuit
while charging an e-scooter, destroying
multiple vehicles.

e Indore Cricket Stadium Unrest: Clashes
broke out during an India-West Indies
match at Holkar Stadium.

e Houthi Maritime Attacks: Three ships
with Indian crew members were attacked

in three days in the Red Sea region.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply

yesterday's coverage from each television

examine
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news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

rchive.or ils/tv.
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