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OMAN LEVERAGES ENERGY
TRANSITION AND DIGITAL FINTECH
TO ANCHOR REGIONAL STABILITY
AMID ESCALATING MIDDLE
EASTERN CONFLICTS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

October 12, 2026, was defined by a strategic
emphasis on technical sovereignty and energy
resilience within the Sultanate of Oman,
contrasted sharply against deteriorating
regional security in Gaza, Lebanon, and
Sudan. The 5th Oman Electricity and
Energy Conference emerged as a central
pillar, signaling a transition from theoretical
planning to the active execution of a
renewables-h ner mix intended to
meet a staggering 9% annual demand growth.
Domestically, the government demonstrated a
"bottom-up" economic development approach
by signing in the Ad
Dakhiliyah governorate, totaling nearly 8
million Omani Rials, aimed at infrastructure
and tourism.

Geopolitically, Oman maintains a delicate
balancing act. While it projects an image of
modernizing stability, the broadcasts highlight
severe regional volatility, including the

molition of homes for 80 families in the
Negev and mass casualties in Lebanon. The
reporting also notes a curious international
development: a claimed U.S.-brokered de-
lati reement between Russia and
Ukraine regarding energy infrastructure,
though skepticism remains regarding its
durability. The intersection of domestic
progress and external chaos suggests Oman is
accelerating its "Vision 2040" objectives to
insulate itself from the socio-economic shocks
of its neighbors.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Energy Sector Modernization: The
launch of the 5th Oman Electricity and
Energy Conference attracted over 4,200
participants from 50 countries, focusing on
smart grids and energy security.

o Commitment to achieving 30%
renewable energy by 2030 and 40% by
2040 in line with Vision 2040.

o Siemens signed agreements to provide

software for training 500 students in

power system simulation and protection.

o Nama Group highlights the transition of
consumers to "prosumers" through solar

panel integration.

* Regional Conflict Escalation: Death tolls
in Lebanon surpassed 8,900 people since
October 2023, while Israeli forces began
mass demolitions in the Negev.

o Heavy bombardment reported in Gaza
City and Khanyunis.

°© Oman reaffirmed formal ties with Sudan
by presenting credentials to Al-Burhan in
Khartoum.
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* Fintech and Digital Sovereignty: Omani
company Thawani was recognized by
Forbes Middle East for the hir
consecutive year as a top 50 fintech firm.

o Company volume reached $428 million
in 2025 across 216,000 users.

o Focus on "in-house" coding and rapid

innovation cycles to compete with

regional giants.

* Global Climate and Disaster Shocks:
Massive flooding in Thailand and Nepal,
alongside power outages in the United
States, underscored global vulnerability to
extreme weather.

o Thailand reported 71 deaths and impacts
on 98,000 families.

o Over 396,000 customers lost power in
Florida and Alabama due to remnants of
Storm Isaias.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization: The
reporting reflects a hardening of regional
conflict lines. The ongoing Israeli campaign in
Gaza and Lebanon is framed as a
humanitarian  catastrophe, with specific
attention paid to civilian displacement and the
systematic destruction of housing in the
Negev. In Eastern Europe, the mention of a
pause in energy attacks suggests a tactical
shift in the Russia-Ukraine war, likely driven
by mutual exhaustion rather than diplomatic
breakthrough.

Diplomacy & Statecraft: Oman is projecting
"quiet diplomacy" and formal state-to-state
relations. The dispatch of Ambassador Yaqub
bin Badr al-Ruqaishi to Sudan to meet Al-
Burhan signifies Oman's recognition of the
Transitional Sovereignty Council as the
legitimate authority despite the ongoing civil
war. Furthermore, Oman continues to act as a

ndui for Iran- mmunications,

according to Tehran.

Energy & Critical Minerals: Energy
governance is shifting toward digitization
and decarbonization. The Electricity
Conference emphasized that the 9% growth in
demand is driven by industrial expansion and
data centers. Oman is positioning itself as a
hub for Green Hydrogen, having recently

received its first green hydrogen certificate.

Macroeconomics & Trade: Significant
capital allocation was reported at the
provincial level. Ad Dakhiliyah governorate
signed 33 contracts for roads and tourism,
showing a move toward decentralized
investment. Additionally, the Muscat Stock
Exchange’s inclusion on the FTSE Watchlist is
viewed as a major step toward attracting
global institutional capital.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Transition from Resource Wealth to
Technical Capability

A recurring theme throughout the day is the
focus on homegrown technical expertise.
The fintech sector, led by Thawani,
emphasizes that their developers are young
Omani men and women working inside the
company rather than outsourcing. This move
toward "Tech Sovereignty" is mirrored in the
Energy Conference, where the goal is not just
to buy solar panels but to build smart grid
management systems locally. The signing of
educational agreements with Siemens to train
500 students highlights a long-term strategy
to ensure the labor force can maintain a
complex, renewable-heavy electrical
infrastructure.

Economic "Blue" Diversification
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Oman is aggressively pursuing the "Blue
Economy." The oyster farming project in
Masyirah Island is not just an agricultural
development but an attempt to create a
complete supply chain—from farming to
freezing and export—to provide jobs for the
youth and supplement traditional fishing. By
expanding the oyster farm to 40 hectares by
2028, Oman aims to become a regional player
in sustainable seafood exports, reducing
reliance on oil revenues.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The Sultanate appears highly stable, with
governance focused on distribution of
wealth to the interior. The signing of 8
million OMR in contracts for Ad Dakhiliyah
targets basic grievances like  road
maintenance and job creation in tourism,
such as the "Jebel Shams" mountain resort
projects. This proactive investment in regional
infrastructure is a likely preventative measure
against the urban-rural divide that often
breeds instability.

* Elite Performance: The leadership (Sultan
Haitham) is portrayed as the guarantor of
progress, with ministers and governors
acting as executors of the Vision 2040
mandate.

* Youth Engagement: Programs like the
Dukkum Hackathon for programming
aim to channel youth energy into industrial

digitalization, addressing potential
unemployment through specialized
training.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Oman frames itself as a neutral, modern,
and reliable partner in a fracturing world.
The broadcast emphasizes Oman’s ability to
host international summits (Microbiology,
Energy) while its neighbors are embroiled in
war.

* The Middle Path: Oman maintains formal
diplomatic channels with the Sudanese
military government in Khartoum while

simultaneously facilitating US-Iran
backchannel talks through mediators.
* South-South Cooperation: A Saudi

company invested 3.8 million OMR in the
Salalah Free Zone, showcasing Omani-
Saudi economic integration as a counter-
balance to global trade disruptions.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Omani economy is showing signs of
maturation, particularly in capital market
visibility and digital transaction volume.
Market sentiment is bolstered by the Muscat
Stock Exchange's progress toward "Emerging
Market" status.

* Fintech Growth: Thawani reported 300%
growth in transactions, reaching over 5,500

merchants by 2026.

Industrial Investment: The Salalah Free
Zone usufruct agreement for an industrial
project covers 25,500 square meters for
beverage and energy drink production.

Regional Infrastructure: Road
maintenance projects in Ad Dakhiliyah span
seven states, signaling a major public
spending push on the foundations of
commerce.
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* Stock Market: Liquidity on the Muscat
Stock Exchange exceeded 400 million
OMR, reaching a five-month high.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Leadership moves were primarily diplomatic
and organizational, focusing on reinforcing
existing hierarchies.

* Yaqub bin Badr al-Ruqaishi: Appointed
as the new Omani Ambassador to Sudan,
signaling a commitment to maintained
relations with Khartoum despite the
security situation.

* Khalfan bin Nasser al-Bartamani: As
CEO of Nama Flectricity Distribution,
he is the public face of the smart grid
transition, stressing the technical shift from
simple consumption to active network
management.

* Ad Dakhiliyah Leadership: Governor
Hilal bin Said al-Hajri and his team
(Khalid bin Adim al-Salmi) are taking
central roles in
autonomy.

economic

provincial

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The broadcast follows a technocratic-
nationalist hierarchy. The lead story across
all segments was the Electricity and Energy
Conference and domestic governorate
development. This is an attempt to frame the
government as a competent manager of
resources and future-proofing. International
crises—Gaza, Lebanon, and Ukraine—are
secondary, grouped together after domestic
achievements. The emotional tone is
reassuring regarding Oman's progress but
somber regarding the "injustice" in Gaza and
Lebanon. Notably, the Nobel Prize for

Economics was highlighted as a major global
event, suggesting an audience that values
academic and fiscal rigor.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

Oman TV positions the Sultanate as a
"Switzerland of the Middle East"—a place of
science, tech, and neutrality surrounded by a
region in flames.

e Oman: Framed as a stable, forward-
thinking hub. Quote: "Oman is a regional
center for dialogue in the energy sector."

* Israel: Portrayed as an occupying
aggressor. Quote: ‘"Israeli occupation
forces demolish houses of 80 families in the

Negev."

* United States: Viewed with skepticism as
the enabler of Israel. Quote: "The U.S.
remains the true umbrella for the Israeli
project."

* Russia/Ukraine: Portrayed as two sides

finally reaching a pragmatic pause on
energy targeting, mediated by the West.

* Sudan: Framed as a fragile state
requiring diplomatic support to reach
stability. Quote: "Wishes for Sudan and its
brotherly people for security and stability."

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The heavy emphasis
on Omani youth in fintech is a deliberate
counter-narrative to the idea that the Gulf
relies solely on foreign labor. By
highlighting Thawani's Omani developers,
the state is promoting a message of self-
reliance.
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Information Omission: There is virtually
no mention of the specific internal
challenges of the Sudanese conflict or the
factions involved, choosing instead to focus
purely on formal protocol with Al-Burhan.

Spin vs. Reality: While the
Ukraine energy deal" is presented as a
significant win, the same broadcast notes
ongoing shelling in Kharkiv and Odessa,
suggesting the "deal" may be more of a US
electoral talking point than a ground
reality.

"Russia-

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

The Smart-Grid Social Contract: If
Oman reaches its 30% renewable target by
2030, the "prosumer” model  will
decentralize power. This may lead to
greater political expectations from citizens
who are now energy independent.

Regional Contagion: Despite Oman's
insulation, the 8,900 casualties in Lebanon
and the expanding Israeli operations in the
Negev will likely trigger mass migration
or increased radicalization in the Levant,
putting pressure on Omani diplomatic
resources.

Fintech Expansion: Thawani’'s aim for
regional expansion suggests a ‘"digital
invasion" strategy where Omani software
becomes a regional standard, competing
directly with UAE and Saudi platforms.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

* Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a flurry

of roadwork activity in Ad Dakhiliyah as
the 8 million OMR contracts begin
execution. Markets will react to the FTSE
Watchlist inclusion with increased foreign
entry into Muscat-listed banking and utility
stocks.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The impact
of the 9% energy demand spike will force
Nama to accelerate the smart meter
rollout, targeting a 95% completion rate
by early 2027 to manage peak loads during
the summer.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The Masyirah
Island oyster project and Salalah Free
Zone expansion will likely create a new
logistics corridor for food security,
making Oman a net exporter of high-value
agricultural goods, hedging against oil
price volatility.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Regional Escalation Flashpoint: The

widening scope of Israeli operations in
Lebanon and Gaza could lead to a direct
Iran-Israel war. Triggers: A significant
strike on Iranian assets or an Israeli ground
invasion of southern Lebanon. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Catastrophic for regional
trade and shipping routes. Mitigations:
Omani backchannel mediation via US-Iran
links.
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* Grid Instability from Renewables:
Integrating intermittent solar/wind into a
grid growing at 9% could lead to
brownouts. Triggers: Failure of storage
technology to keep pace with generation.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Industrial
slowdown. Mitigations: Investing in

battery storage and Al grid management.

Supply Chain Bottlenecks: Geopolitical
tension could freeze the import of
specialized hardware for Oman's energy
projects. Triggers: Sanctions or blockade
of the Strait of Hormuz. Likelihood: Low
to Moderate. Impact: Delay of Vision 2040.
Mitigations: Salalah Free Zone
localization of manufacturing.

Climate Catastrophe: As seen in Thailand
and the US, weather is
increasing. Triggers: A cyclone hitting the
Masyirah Island oyster farms. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Loss of agricultural
investment. Mitigations: Reinforced
offshore infrastructure.

extreme

* Cyber Warfare: The shift to smart meters
and digital banking increases the attack
surface. Triggers: A state-sponsored attack
on utility software. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: National blackout. Mitigations:
Thawani’s  in-h ri in
approach.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The reporting ignores several critical tensions
that are likely present beneath the surface.

* Fiscal Sustainability: While 8 million
OMR is spent in Ad Dakhiliyah, there is no
discussion of the sovereign debt levels
required to fund these regional projects
simultaneously.

* Sudanese Reality: The broadcast portrays
a formal reception with Al-Burhan but
fails to mention that the capital Khartoum
is a war zone, leaving the safety of the
Omani diplomatic mission unaddressed.

* Gaza-Lebanon Exit Strategy: Coverage
mentions the casualties but offers no
analysis of the internal Palestinian or
Lebanese political shifts that could end
the conflict.

Renewable Cost-Efficiency: There is no
mention of the per-kilowatt cost of
renewable energy vs. gas, which remains
the primary source of Omani power

currently.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Potemkin Peace" on Energy

The claimed Russia-Ukraine energy
infrastructure truce could be a strategic
disinformation play by the U.S. or Russia to
lower energy prices temporarily before a
massive winter offensive. If energy markets
relax based on this news, they will be
vulnerable to a shock if the agreement is
violated in November, potentially sending oil
prices to record highs and disrupting Oman's
fiscal planning.

Black Swan: The Fintech Collapse

If a company like Thawani, which is being
hailed as a national champion, suffers a major
security breach or capital flight, it could
trigger a crisis of confidence in Omani "Tech
Sovereignty." This would force the Sultanate
to return to reliance on Western or Chinese
platforms, effectively ending the digital
independence dream of Vision 2040.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Accelerate the Middle East
Environmental Microbiology
Association as a diplomatic tool to lead
regional cooperation on water and soil
security, distinct from military alliances.

* Formalize the US-Iran communicating
channel through official mani-h
summits to prevent miscalculation during
the Lebanon escalation.

* Ensure Sudanese diplomatic presence is
leveraged to protect Omani investments in
East African logistics and trade routes.

For Private Sector/Investors:

» Utilities and Renewables: There is an

immediate opportunity in storage and
smart g¢grid software, as Nama Group
signals a shift to dynamic network
management.

Tourism Infrastructure: Ad Dakhiliyah’s

8 million OMR push makes Jebel Shams

and local heritage sites (Harat al-Bilad)
high-growth zones for hospitality investors.

* Fintech Ecosystems: Investors should
monitor the Muscat Stock Exchange as
its FTSE inclusion will likely increase the
valuation of digital service providers like
Thawani.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Policy focuses were administrative, centering
on usufruct rights and regional

decentralization
contracts.

through  governorate-led

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
o Regional Infrastructure Contracts:
Approval of 33 contracts by Ad
Dakhiliyah  Governorate for roads,
tourism, and industrial zones.

o Free Zone Usufruct: Agreement signed
at Salalah Free Zone for an industrial

project specializing in beverages.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o Electricity Conference Opening:
Attended by various ministers, focusing

on the future of the national grid.

o International Microbiology
Conference (SQU): Opening by
Sayyida Dr. Muna bint Fahd al-Said

to  promote international research
cooperation.
KEY STORIES
* Oman Electricity and Energy

Conference: 5th edition launched in
Muscat with 4,200 participants from 50
nations to discuss energy security, smart
grids, and renewables.

* Ad Dakhiliyah Development Contracts:
Governor Hilal al-Hajri signed 33 projects
worth 8 million OMR for roads, parks, and
tourism facilities.

International Microbiology Conference:
Hosted at Sultan Qaboos University with
researchers from 28 countries discussing
agricultural and medical innovations.

* Oman-Sudan Diplomacy: Ambassador
Yaqub bin Badr al-Ruqgaishi presented
credentials to General Al-Burhan at the
Republican Palace in Khartoum.
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e Salalah Free Zone Investment: A 3.8
million OMR bottling project signed with a

Saudi-linked company on 25,500 square
meters.
* Thawani Fintech Ranking: Omani

startup Thawani enters Forbes Middle East
Top 50 for the third year, processing over
$428 million in volume.

* Masyirah Oyster Farming: Pilot project
success leads to plans for 40 hectares of
oyster cultivation by 2028 to boost the blue

economy.

* Middle East Conflict: Lebanon death toll
hits 8,954; Israeli forces destroy 80 houses
in the Negev.

Russia-Ukraine Energy Deal: Biden
announces a tentative agreement to halt
attacks on energy grids, though shelling
continues in Kharkiv.

e Nobel Prize in Economics: Awarded to
two Americans for research on curbing
inflation and recession.

Global Flooding: 71 dead in Thailand
floods; 5 missing in Nepal floods with 45
homes destroyed.

* US Power Outages: Nearly 400,000
customers in Florida and Alabama without
power after Storm Isaias.

* Muscat Stock Exchange: Index reaches
five-month high with liquidity over 400
million OMR following FTSE watchlist

announcement.

* North Korea Missile Launch: Pyongyang
fires several ballistic missiles traveling over
900km, prompting South Korean
condemnation.

* World Arthritis Day: Medical experts at
the Royal Hospital discuss diagnosis and
treatment for the 1.7 Dbillion people
suffering from joint pain globally.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj rg/announcing-our-
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media-trends-newsl r-briefings/. You can Archive's TV News Archive at https://

also learn more about the GDELT Project at archive.org/details/tv.
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
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