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THE “RISING” DOCTRINE: President Ahmed al-Sharaa Shifts Narrative (Oct 12, 2026)
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Moving beyond “post-liberation” to cement Syria as a regional bridge & economic hub
Focus on professional institutions and future opportunity.
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BREAKTHROUGHS:
Re-entering the Global Fold

Sauli Asagudh
Saudi Aramce

” USBank LC

@ First Central Bank LC in 14
. years via major US bank for
Aramco oil deal.
Djﬂ Baniyas & Tartous storage
expansion (23 new tanks).
,}l Positioning as non-Hormuz
&% energy transit route.

Iraq-Syria Pipeline MoUs
5 with international firms.

Market Sentiment:
Cautiously Optimistic, end of
“sanctions era” in practice.

“Zero Problems” Policy
& Soft Power

(Tripoli &
Benghazi)

(Finland,

(Istanbul,
Sweden)

Abu Dhabi)

© Dual-track engagement in Libya
for diaspora & commerce.

O Strategic Partnership with Qatar
for energy & rebuilding.

© EU talks on dignified refugee
return & early recovery.

© Showcasing Transitional Justice
model at international summits.

Geopolitical Framing: “Soft
statecraft” to attract investment
and security cooperation.

INTERNAL ACCOUNTABILITY:

Building Legitimacy

Arrest of "Guardlan of the
Capital” Mared Mohammad

© High-profile arrest of former
regime officer as symbolic victory.

© UN Congress participation on
dismantling organized crime.

© Domestic “Hate Speech”
workshops for social cohesion.

© Judiciary reviewing laws for
constitutional compliance.

Key Theme:
Accounlablllty is non- negouable
for domestic stability.

EDUCATIONAL LEAPFROG:
The Digital Drive

© “Sync 26" conference in Damascus
highlights digital transformation.

O National Track for Advanced Tech
(Al, Robotics) launched.

O Global robotics competition
success showcases “human capital”.

o Presidential focus on ethical Al
framework.

Strategic Goal:
Leverage diaspora expertise to
leapfrog archaic infrastructure.

NAVIGATING DOMESTIC FRICTION: The Cost of Transition & Persistent Challenges

PROGRESS & INVESTMENTS

® Tech tech hub,
reconstructes &
major cities.

in Damascus &
major cities.

© EU & World Bank
reconstruction

° 0I|ve harvest
reconstruction
finaix announced.

CRISES & DISCONTENT

© Contaminated fuel
damages vehicles,
sparks public criticism.

The “Dual-Speed” Recovery:

o High utility costs
and transport fares
strain livelihoods.

Raqqa Infractructure
Deficits

- 55

© Rural areas struggle
with basic water &
infrastructure.

© Southern border

volatility (Israeli

Uneven distribution of incursions).

finance announced. benefits creates tension.

FUTURE OUTLOOK & STRATEGIC RISKS: Scenarios for 2027+
——— |

SCENARIO 1:
Diaspora Normalization & Tech Hub

SCENARIO 2:
Southern Security Arrangement

SCENARIO 3:
The Iraq-Syria Energy Axis

UN pea:e kepority, Buffer zone:
New US/UN-mediated deal to reduce
Israeli-Iranian friction.

Remote w;) ers and ses stable currency.
Sync 26 leads to business registrations,
capital influx stabilizes SYP.

Pipeline lines in Mediterranean port.
Syria becomes primary energy
gateway for Iraq/GCC.

RISK: RISK: RISK: RISK: RISK:

Regional Spillover Hyper-Stagflation ISIS Resurgence Digital Failure Judicial Overreach
(Israeli/Iranian conflict (Aramco deal fails (In the "badiya” if (Lack of electricity/ (Hate speech laws
disrupts recovery). to lower prices). monitoring fails). internet infrastructure). limit dissent).

CONCLUSION: A fragile but determined shift towards a functional, service-oriented state, balancing high-level strategic
gains with deep-seated domestic challenges. The path is non-linear and fraught with both opportunity and risk.
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SYRIA TRANSITIONS FROM POST-
LIBERATION RECOVERY TO
STRATEGIC STATE-BUILDING
AMIDST REGIONAL ENERGY
VOLATILITY AND DIPLOMATIC
REINTEGRATION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

October 12, 2026, marks a pivotal moment in
the Syrian transition, as the administration of
President Ahmed al-Sharaa shifts its narrative
from '"returning" to "rising." The day was
characterized by a surge in high-level
diplomatic activity aimed at cementing Syria’s
role as a regional bridge and economic hub.
Significant breakthroughs in international
finance were reported, most notably the
Central Bank of Syria’s execution of its first
letter of credit in 14 years through a major
U.S. bank to facilitate oil imports from Saudi
Aramco. This move signals a formal
reintegration into the global financial system
and a strategic decoupling from the
clandestine procurement methods of the
previous era. Simultaneously, the "Sync 26"
technology conference in Damascus
highlighted a national drive toward digital
transformation, seeking to leverage the Syrian

diaspora's expertise to leapfrog archaic
infrastructure.

Domestic stability remains a
challenge, balanced between high-profile
successes in  transitional justice and
simmering public discontent over
infrastructure and utility costs. The capture of
"Guardian of the Capital" Mared Mohammad,
a high-ranking officer of the former regime,
serves as a significant symbolic victory for the
Ministry of Interior’s efforts to hold human
rights violators accountable. However, this
success is juxtaposed against a burgeoning
"Red Gasoline" scandal, where contaminated
fuel has damaged thousands of civilian
vehicles, leading to rare public criticism of
new state energy entities. The government’s
response—launching immediate field
investigations—reflects an attempt to
maintain a mandate based on transparency
and service delivery rather than the coercion
of the past.

complex

Regionally, Syria is positioning itself as a
mediator and a guarantor of stability. The
Foreign Ministry’s dual-track engagement
with both the Tripoli and Benghazi
administrations in Libya, followed
immediately by high-level consultations in
Qatar, illustrates a "zero problems" foreign
policy intended to maximize investment and
security cooperation. This diplomatic agility is
tested by the escalating conflict between the
U.S., Israel, and Iran, particularly regarding
Houthi attacks on Saudi infrastructure.
Syria’s vocal support for Saudi Arabia and its
condemnation of Houthi "terrorism" further
underscore its realignment with the Arab fold
and its strategic distance from former Iranian-
aligned proxies.



MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS e The 15th UN Congress on Crime
Prevention in Abu Dhabi featured Syria as a

Financial and Energy Breakthroughs key participant, focusing on dismantling
organized crime and cyber threats

letter of credit in over a decade,
coordinated with a major U.S. bank for a
deal between the Syrian Petroleum
Company and Saudi Aramco.

* The Syrian government launched a hate
speech  workshop in Damascus in
collaboration with the UN, aimed at
fostering social cohesion and preventing

* Syria participated in the International sectarian fallout during the transition.
Energy Forum in Riyadh, positioning the
country as a future alternative transit route Technological and Educational Reform
for regional energy, potentially bypassing
the Strait of Hormuz. * President al-Sharaa met with global Syrian

tech experts to discuss turning Syria into a
regional hub for digital services,
emphasizing the need for an ethical
framework for Al

* A major infrastructure plan was unveiled to
build 23 new oil storage tanks in Baniyas
and Tartous over the next two years to

ensure energy security.
* The government announced the National

High-Level Diplomatic Offensive Track for Advan Technology, a

specialized secondary education program

* Foreign =~ Minister =~ Asaad  al-Shaibani focusing on Al, robotics, and cybersecurity,
conducted a rapid diplomatic circuit, set to launch in November 2026.

visiting Benghazi to meet with Libyan
military leadership and then flying to Doha
for talks with Qatari Prime Minister
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani.

* A Syrian robotics team secured second
1 loball in an international
competition in South Korea, a feat used by

state media to highlight the nation's
* A Syrian delegation visited Finland and "human capital."

Sweden to discuss the "dignified and
sustainable return" of refugees and link
migration management to early recovery

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

investments. Diplomacy & Statecraft
* Syria used the Justice Summit in Istanbul to
showcase its transitional justice model, * The administration is actively pursuing a
seeking international legal cooperation and "balanced opening" toward Libya, engaging
technical assistance for its judiciary. with both eastern and western factions to
protect the large Syrian diaspora and
Transitional Justice and Internal Security secure commercial interests without taking

o ] sides in Libya’s internal divisions.
* The Ministry of Interior announced the

arrest of Mared Mohammad, a former
Brigadier General in the Republican Guard
known for orchestrating brutal crackdowns
in Damascus and its suburbs.
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* Engagement with Qatar has evolved from
humanitarian support to a "strategic
partnership," with Doha playing a critical
role in Syria’s energy supplies and
institutional rebuilding.

Energy & Supply Chain Resilience

* The "Red Gasoline" crisis has exposed
vulnerabilities in the fuel supply chain.
While officials claim % of samples are
compliant, field reports and tanker drivers
suggest that contaminated batches from
the Baniyas refinery were forced onto

threat of contract

stations under

termination.

» Strategic planning includes a proposed
pipeline from Iraq to Banivas with a
capacity of 2 million barrels per day,
involving U.S. and French energy giants
like Chevron and TotalEnergies.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

* The People's Assembly (Parliament) is
currently reviewing all draft laws to ensure
their compliance with the new
Constitutional Declaration, focusing on
quality control and legislative
modernization.

» Syria is seeking international mutual legal
assistance to track and extradite former
regime criminals who fled to countries like
Russia, Iran, and Lebanon.

Climate & Extreme Weather

* A massive dust storm in Deir ez-Zor caused
over 270 cases of suffocation and
respiratory distress, highlighting the
fragility of health infrastructure and the
need for better early warning systems.

* The Ministry of Emergency and Disaster
Management is coordinating with the UN

and Arab partners in Tunisia to develop

cross-border disaster risk reduction
strategies.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Institutionalizing the
Narrative

"Syrian Rising"

The shift in state rhetoric from "liberation" to
signifies a move toward
government is
aggressively promoting Syria as a land of
investment opportunity rather than a crisis
zone. This is supported by the heavy focus on
the "Sync 26" conference and the presidential
meeting with tech experts, where the absence
of a legacy digital infrastructure is framed as
an advantage for implementing the Ilatest
global technologies. However, the government
acknowledges that this "rising" is dependent
on the successful return of the professional
diaspora and the stabilization of the currency.

"rising"
normalization. The

Accountability as a Pillar of Legitimacy

The capture of Mared Mohammad is not just a
police action; it is a communication strategy
to reassure the ‘"revolutionary" base and
victims of the previous regime that the path of
justice is non-negotiable. By bringing former
high-ranking officers to trial publicly, the
administration seeks to differentiate itself
from the previous system's opaque security
apparatus. However, the use of the term
"Guardian of the Capital" for a war criminal
shows a deliberate attempt to subvert the old
regime’s nomenclature.

The Friction of Economic Transition
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The contaminated fuel scandal and the spike
in transportation costs (up to 5,000-15,000
SYP per trip for some) reveal the painful
reality of transitioning from a subsidized,
state-controlled economy to a market-based
one. The government’s move to allow private
companies to import fuel via Turkish
crossings has helped ease pressure on the
state, but it has also created a regulatory
vacuum where "greed" and "corruption" are
now being blamed for quality failures. The
tension between station owners and the state-
run Syrian Petroleum Company indicates that
institutional rot may still linger in the mid-
levels of the bureaucracy.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Syria’s domestic health is characterized by a
"dual-speed" recovery. While Damascus and
major cities see a boom in high-tech
investment and improved services (like the
new airport bus line), rural areas and newly
"liberated" zones like Idlib and Raqgga

struggle with basic utility deficits. In Raqgqga’s
northern countryside, residents are pleading

for clean drinking water and basic bridge
repairs, illustrating that the central
government’s '"rising" narrative has yet to
reach the periphery. The dust storm in Deir
ez-Zor further strained local sentiments, as
the National Hospital was overwhelmed,
highlighting the wuneven distribution of
healthcare resources.

Institutional decay from the previous regime
is being addressed through "transitional
justice" courts, but the "Red Gasoline" crisis
suggests that new institutions are already
facing their first major credibility test. The
public criticism voiced by transport workers—
noting that the high cost of fuel is making
their livelihoods impossible—indicates a

narrowing window for the government to
deliver economic relief. The government is
attempting to mitigate this by slashing import
duties on renewable energy equipment and
medical devices, hoping that long-term private
sector growth will eventually alleviate the
immediate "hardship of the street."

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Syria is projecting power through "soft
statecraft" and geographic necessity. The
framing of Syria as a reliable alternative to
the Strait of Hormuz is a bold geopolitical
play, designed to attract Western energy
majors while cementing its status as an
indispensable partner for the GCC. This move
is supported by the UN_Security Council’s
recent focus on the "Syria without Camps"
initiative, where the international community
is being asked to pivot from "managing
displacement" to "funding recovery."

However, the external environment remains a
"hostile threat matrix" in the south. Daily
Israeli military activities, including incursions,
kidnappings of  shepherds, and the
construction of new checkpoints in Quneitra,
are portrayed as a direct violation of the 1974
Disengagement Agreement. Syria is using the
UN forum to emphasize its sovereign right to
its southern lands while maintaining a
disciplined diplomatic response to avoid being
dragged into a broader regional war. This
"calculated restraint" is central to the Sharaa
administration’s efforts to build a reputation
asar nsible regional T.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Syrian economic environment is in a state
of flux, moving away from isolation toward
high-stakes international deals. The execution
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of the letter of credit for oil imports marks the
formal end of the "sanctions era" in practice,
if not entirely in law. Market sentiment is
cautiously optimistic, driven by the entry of 22

n international firm exploring
investments in <¢lLuw> (Hassia) and energy
infrastructure.

Key Economic Vectors

* Currency & Markets: The Damascus
Securities Exchange opened with trades
valued at 6,570,000 SYP, with the "Al-Ahlia
for Transport" company leading gains. The
gold price rose slightly to 167,100 SYP for
21-carat.

* Energy Costs: The "Red Gasoline" crisis
has forced many to buy fuel at 17,500 SYP
per liter, a price point that transport
workers claim is unsustainable without a
corresponding rise in passenger fares.

Agricultural Output: The olive harvest in
Idlib is seeing a bumper crop due to better
rainfall compared to previous drought
years, with the price per 16L tin dropping
from $110 to $60 USD, though high fuel
and labor costs still eat into farmer
margins.

* Reconstruction Finance: The EU has
announced 620 million Euros in support,
while the World Bank has approved $175
million for agricultural projects.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day was marked more by the systematic
removal of the previous regime's "ghosts"
than by a shake-up within the new Sharaa
administration. The primary focus remains on
the professionalization of the new state

institutions and the vetting of transitional
figures.

* Mared Mohammad (Republican Guard):
His arrest signals the final collapse of the
"old guard's" immunity within Damascus.
He is characterized as a "war criminal"
rather than a political opponent, aligning
his status with criminal justice rather than
political reconciliation.

* Asaad Hassan al-Shaibani (Foreign
Minister): He has emerged as the face of
the new Syria, successfully navigating a
complex itinerary across the Arab and
Western worlds to secure legitimacy and
capital.

e Safwan Taraslan (Central Bank
Governor): His recent talks with the U.S.
Federal Reserv
empowered him to restart formal banking
instruments, making him a "winner" in the
current institutional environment.

in New York have

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s editorial tone is Nationalistic,
Reassuring, and Service-Oriented. The
hierarchy of stories reveals a deliberate effort
to project an image of a functional, forward-
looking state while acknowledging and
"owning" certain domestic failures to avoid
the appearance of propaganda.

Lead Stories: Presidential meetings on high-
tech and AI, breakthroughs in oil deals with
Saudi Aramco, and the capture of former
regime criminals. These stories focus on "The
New Syria."

Buried Stories: The infrastructure crisis in
Raqgga and the kidnappings of shepherds by
Israeli forces in the south are given less
airtime than the "Sync 26" conference,
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suggesting a desire to focus on "solvable"
recovery rather than "persistent" security
threats.

Conspicuous Omissions: There is no
mention of the specific terms of the deal with
the U.S. Federal Reserve or whether U.S.
sanctions remain legally in place. The
broadcast treats the lifting of sanctions as a
de facto reality without explaining the legal
mechanisms involved. There is also a lack of
detail regarding the "Autonomous
Administration" (SDF) areas, with the focus
instead on 'di rians"
solve local concerns.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The transcripts portray a world eager to
partner with a stable Syria, while castigating
those who threaten its nascent recovery.

COUNTRIES

* Qatar: Portrayed as a "loyal brother" and
strategic pillar. Quotes describe it as the
"only country that boycotted the Assad
regime until it fell" consistently.

* Israel: Framed as a "chaotic aggressor"
and "violator of law." Their actions in the
south are described as '"reckless" and a
"deadly threat" to Syrian sovereignty and

bility.

* Saudi Arabia: Characterized as a "primary
partner"” in recovery. The deal with Aramco

is a  historic milestone in brotherly
cooperation.

 Iran: Portrayed implicitly as the "poisonous
source" of proxy violence. The term "head
of the snake" in Tehran is used by guest

analysts to explain regional tension.

LEADERS

* Ahmed al-Sharaa: Portrayed as a
"visionary and competent" leader who

values youth and ethics over power politics.

* Donald Trump: Framed as a "pragmatic
dealmaker." Guest analysts describe him as
a leader who prioritizes the "deal" over
traditional alliances.

e Saddam Haftar: Characterized as a
"strong man" in the East with whom Syria

must engage for practical security reasons.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* ISIS (Daesh): Portrayed as a persistent
but fading threat being actively dismantled

by the new Syrian state.

* Houthi Militias: Labeled as "terrorist
organizations" that target holy sites and
civilians, serving foreign agendas.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The Sharaa government is engaged in a
sophisticated information operation to "own
the transition." By organizing a UN-backed
hate speech workshop, the administration is
preemptively framing sectarian or political
dissent as "extremism" that threatens the
"civil peace." This is a defensive narrative
seeding intended to protect the transition
from the "remnants of the regime" and from
over-zealous revolutionary factions.

The "Red Gasoline" crisis also saw a mini-
information war. State media aired interviews
with distraught citizen n n tanker
drivers to show the government "hears" the
people. However, the guest analysis that the
"old regime’s corruption" is responsible for
the bad fuel indicates a "scapegoating"
strategy to deflect from the current
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management failures of the new energy
ministry. The likely ground truth is that the

rapid restart of the Baniyas refinery (out of
service for 30 years) has led to technical
errors that officials are trying to spin as

] nherited rot.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Normalization of the Diaspora: If the
"Sync 26" conference leads to actual
business registrations, Syria will see a
massive influx of "remote work" capital,
potentially stabilizing the SYP without a
heavy reliance on traditional manufacturing
in the short term.

Southern Front Volatility: The continued
Israeli incursions and the Syrian refusal to
retaliate militarily suggest that a new
security arrangement mediated by the U.S.
or UN is imminent, possibly involving a
buffer zone expansion.

The Irag-Syria Energy Axis: The signing
of MoUs for a new pipeline with Chevron
and TotalEnergies suggests that Syria is
being prepared to replace Lebanon and

Jordan as the primary gateway for Iraqgi and
GCC oil to the Mediterranean.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a series of
indictments within the Syrian
Petroleum Company related to the fuel crisis
to appease public anger. The opening of the
first Advanced Technology schools will serve
as a major media event to showcase
government efficiency.

criminal

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The first
shipments of Aramco o0il arriving via official
LCs will stabilize fuel prices and allow the

government to begin phasing out "emergency"
Turkish crossings. A donor conference for

"Syria Without Camps" is likely to be held in
Abu Dhabi or Doha.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Syria will likely
formalize its entry into a "Northern GCC"
economic bloc with Iraq and Jordan, focused

on energy transit and tech services. The

judiciary will transition from "emergency

courts" to a constitutional-based system,

though the "hate speech" laws may be used to
limit political pluralism.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Israeli-Iranian Regional Overspill:
Triggers include a major Israeli strike on
Syrian infrastructure perceived to be
"Iranian-linked" or a Houthi hit on a tanker
in the Mediterranean. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Catastrophic disruption of
reconstruction. Mitigations: Strict Syrian
neutrality and US-mediated backchannels.

* Economic "Hyper-Stagflation": Triggers
include the failure of the Aramco deal to
lower pump prices or a collapse in the olive
export market. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Resurgence of street protests and
loss of government mandate. Mitigations:
Rapid injection of GCC capital and duty
cuts.

* ISIS Resurgence in the "Badiya":
Triggers include the withdrawal of
international monitoring or failure to
integrate former combatants. Likelihood:

Moderate. Impact: Sabotage of gas
pipelines and  death of  civilians.
Mitigations: Enhanced intelligence sharing
with the International Coalition.
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* Failure of the Digital Leapfrog: Triggers
include consistent electricity blackouts and
lack of high-speed internet cables.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Brain drain of the
youth the state is currently courting.
Mitigations: "Smart City"
projects in Hassia.

Prioritizing

* Judicial Overreach via Hate Speech
Laws: Triggers include the use of new UN-
coordinated frameworks to arrest peaceful
political critics. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: International condemnation and
withdrawal of EU recovery funds.
Mitigations: Independent judicial review
and civil society oversight.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The broadcast fails to detail the status of
the Kurdish-l DF While
"respecting rights" is mentioned, the
practical governance split is ignored.

* The source of the "Red Gasoline"
contamination is blamed on "corruption,"
but no specific names within the new
administration are mentioned, suggesting a
lack of internal vetting.

areas.

e The transcripts do not explain how the
Central Bank can use a "U.S. Bank" while

sanctions regimes like the Caesar Act

remain on the books in the U.S. legislature.

e There is a silence on the environmental
impact of the rapid oil infrastructure
expansion in the coastal tourism zones.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Managed Collapse” Hypothesis: The
aggressive  'rising" narrative and the
invitation to U.S. tech firms may be a
desperate attempt to create a "too big to fail"

scenario for the international community. If
the Sharaa administration cannot secure
billions in immediate aid, the current fuel and
utility crises could lead to a second wave of
revolution within months.

The "Haftar Precedent": Syria’s outreach to
Eastern Iibya could be a signal that
Damascus is moving toward a more
authoritarian "security-first" model, mirroring
the GCC'’s preferred regional partners, rather
than the democratic ideals often cited in the
new constitutional debates.

Black Swan Event: A total closure of the
Strait of Hormuz would suddenly make Syria
the most valuable real estate on earth for
energy transit. This would lead to an
immediate military race between global
powers to ‘"protect" Syrian pipelines,
effectively ending its neutrality.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Immediately formalize a joint
border monitoring mission with the UN in
the south to neutralize Israeli pretexts for
incursions.

* Economic: Accelerate the Energy Credit
Fund to cushion consumers from global
price shocks during the transition to
market prices.

* Diplomatic: Leverage the "Advanced
Technology" track to secure specialized
"tech visas" for Syrian experts abroad,
easing the path for short-term knowledge
transfer.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Logistics: Significant opportunities exist in
the construction of oil storage and private
transport networks as the state moves
toward a "transit hub" model.

e Compliance: Investors must maintain
rigorous due diligence; the "Red Gasoline"

crisis highlights that supply chain integrity

remains the highest operational risk.

e Human Capital: The new specialized
technology schools will produce a high-

quality labor force within 3 years, making

Syria a prime candidate for regional
backend office and software development
centers.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o Constitutional Committee Hearing:
Discussion on the role and jurisdiction of
the new judiciary and its independence

from the executive branch.

o Hate Speech Workshop: A policy-
seeding event led by the Foreign
Ministry and the UN to define legal
boundaries for public discourse.

KEY STORIES

* Presidential Vision for Tech
Sovereignty: President al-Sharaa meets
with Syrian global tech experts to plan
Syria’s future as a regional services hub,
emphasizing the "five-year challenge" to
build a foundation that lasts decades.

Historic Aramco Oil Deal: The Syrian

Legislative activity on October 12 focused on
refining the transition's legal framework,
emphasizing economic flexibility and judicial
accountability for the war era.

Petroleum Company and Saudi Aramco
enter a direct trade agreement, funded by

the first Syrian letter of credit issued by a

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
o Decree 188 of 2026: Amends the
harmonized customs tariff to slash
import duties on wind energy equipment
and medical devices, while adjusting
olive oil export fees.

c Draft NGO Law: A new proposal
developed with over 1,000 civil society
organizations to regulate and empower
non-governmental organizations during
recovery.

o Transitional Justice Framework:
Active implementation through the
Fourth Criminal Chamber, which held 19
sessions today for cases against former
regime officials.

U.S. bank in 14 years.

Arrest of "Guardian of the Capital":
Former Republican Guard Brigadier Mared
Mohammad is captured and will face the
Transitional Justice courts for crimes in
Jobar and the Ghouta.

Red Gasoline Scandal: Thousands of cars
are disabled by contaminated fuel from the
Baniyas refinery; the Ministry of Energy
faces a public firestorm and orders a field
investigation.

Diplomatic Circuit in Libya and Qatar:
Foreign Minister al-Shaibani meets Saddam
Haftar in Benghazi and PM Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman in Doha to secure energy and
diaspora interests.
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* Southern Border Tensions: Syria
condemns Israel at the UN for checkpoints
and shepherd abductions in Quneitra,
calling for an end to violations of the 1974
agreement.

Deir ez-Zor Dust Storm: Over 270
citizens suffer from suffocation as a
massive sandstorm hits Eastern Syria,
leading to the suspension of schools.

Robotics Global Victory: A Syrian team
wins second place in the First Global
robotics competition in South Korea,
celebrated as a symbol of the "new Syria."

National Tech Track Launched: A new
educational path for high-performing
students in Al and cybersecurity is
announced to start this November.

Olive Harvest Rebound: Idlib begins its
harvest with high vields, though farmers
complain that high fuel prices for tractors
are hurting profitability.

Baniyas Refinery Overhaul: Plans are set
to increase refinery capacity to 130,000
barrels per day following  major
maintenance.

Zahrawi Palace Restoration
Controversy: Officials deny reports of
distorting architectural heritage during a
$60,000 restoration in Homs, citing an
archaeological discovery from 1991 as the
source of confusion.

Saladin Statue Relocation: Damascus
authorities move the iconic statue from the
Citadel for restoration, promising a new,
more prominent location that respects the
historical figure.

Iraqg-Syria Pipeline MoUs: Agreements

signed with Chevron, TotalEnergies, and
Qatari firms to build a massive new energy

transit line to the Mediterranean.

* UN Humanitarian Update: OCHA reports
2.4 million Syrians receive aid monthly, but
landmine casualties remain among the
highest in the world with over 2,500
victims since liberation.

* Syria at Frankfurt Book Fair: Syria
participates for the first time in years,
showcasing its intellectual and scientific
production to the European market.

* Hate Speech Prevention Workshop: The
Foreign Ministry and the UN launch talks
in Damascus to create the first national
strategy against hate speech in the Arab
world.

* Raqga Infrastructure Plight: Residents
in Hazimah appeal for help over destroyed
bridges and lack of clean water five years
into the transition.

* Ragqga Motorcycle Ban: Authorities in
Ragga ban motorcycles to curb drug
trafficking and improve safety, citing them
as the "number one tool" for drug dealers.

* SAMS Medical Conference: The Syrian
American Medical Society meets in Chicago
with Syrian diplomats to plan the
reconstruction of the domestic healthcare
system.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.
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Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts

that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog. ltproj
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-

media-trends-newsletter-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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