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GLOBAL ENERGY REALIGNMENTS
AND THE COLLAPSE OF THE
WESTERN INSTITUTIONAL ORDER
DEFINE A FRACTURING
INTERNATIONAL LANDSCAPE AS
THE GLOBAL SOUTH ASSERTS
SOVEREIGNTY OVER FOOD AND
ENERGY SYSTEMS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

October 12, 2026, marks a pivotal juncture in
global affairs, characterized by a radical
departure from traditional geopolitical
alignments. The most striking development is
the emergence of a "pragmatic" energy axis
between Washington and Moscow. President
Donald Trump has unilaterally brokered an
energy truce between Russia and Ukraine
while simultaneously authorizing the massive
importation of Russian diesel into the United
States through OFAC licenses extending to
2027. This move effectively bypasses the
previous years of Western sanctions, signaling
a prioritized focus on U.S. domestic inflation
and energy security over the total isolation of
the Kremlin. This shifts the conflict’s gravity
from ideological warfare to managed resource
competition, much to the consternation of

European allies who remain mired in
"Russophobia" and internal social unrest.

Simultaneously, the Global South is leveraging
the FAO World Food Forum in Rome to mount
a sophisticated diplomatic offensive against
the Western-led "supremacist" international
order. Led by the administrations of Venezuela
and Cuba, developing nations are framing
hunger and sanctions as twin tools of
"genocide" and "warfare." In this context, the
three-year anniversary of the conflict in Gaza
and the catastrophic resumption of war in
Yemen are presented as evidence of the total
collapse of the UN and ICC frameworks.
These organizations are increasingly
portrayed as obsolete entities designed to
protect "White FEuropean" interests while
ignoring the "holocaust" of the Global South.
This narrative is further bolstered by
coordinated protests across Latin America
and Europe on the Day of Indigenous
Resistance, which seek to link 500 years of
colonialism to contemporary digital "warfare"
and neoliberal economic policies.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Trump-Putin Energy Realignment: The
U.S. administration has authorized the
purchase of 4.8 million tons of Russian
diesel, signaling a major policy shift.

o Implementation of a "truce" on attacks
against energy infrastructure between
Russia and Ukraine.

o Suspension of key energy sanctions by
the U.S. Treasury to stabilize global
markets.

o U.S. pressure on the Zelensky
administration to hold elections and
consider a transition of leadership.
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* Yemen Ceasefire Collapse: A four-year
cessation of hostilities has ended with
intense Saudi aerial bombardment of
Sana'a airport.

o Over 130,000 newly displaced persons in
Yemen since mid-September 2026.

o Houthi (Ansar Allah) forces declaring a
"blockade for blockade" strategy in the
Red Sea.

o Massive migrant shipwreck off Djibouti
with 139 confirmed dead fleeing the
regional escalation.

* FAO Forum Diplomacy: High-level
representation from Venezuela, Cuba, and
Angola in Rome to challenge global food
insecurity.

o Venezuela announces a "Plan Venezuela
Alimenta" to achieve "Zero Hunger" by
2030 through communal and local
economic integration.

o Cuba’s Miguel Diaz-Canel denounces the
"criminal energy siege" as the primary
obstacle to food production.

o FAO Director-General Qu Dongyu
emphasizes youth-led innovation as the
only path to system sustainability.

* Brazil Election Runoff: The race between
Lula da Silva and Flavio Bolsonaro enters
its final two weeks with extreme
polarization.

o Lula mobilizes a million supporters in
Sao Paulo, framing the election as a
battle for democracy.

o Flavio = Bolsonaro critical
endorsements from right-wing governors
and mayors, focusing on institutional
support.

secures

o Narratives of U.S. interference and
"fascist" leanings dominate the leftist
critique of the Bolsonaro campaign.

* Mexico Information Warfare: President
Claudia Sheinbaum exposes a coordinated
igital ilization plan.
o Allegations against Fernando Cerimedo
and his "war of bots" aimed at
manipulating the Mexican electorate.

o Links between  Argentine digital
operatives and U.S. ultra-right figures
like Brad Parscale.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization: The
conflict in Yemen has entered a critical new
phase, with  Saudi Arabia targeting
educational infrastructure and civilian hubs,
while Houthi forces threaten to strike U.S.
interests across the Indian Ocean if the truce
is not restored. In Gaza, the three-year mark
has passed with a reported 74,000 fatalities,
and analysts increasingly characterize the
situation as a total failure of international law.
Diplomacy & Statecraft: There is a
noticeable shift toward bilateralism over
multilateralism, exemplified by Trump’s direct
energy negotiations with Moscow and the
Global South’s attempt to reform the FAO
from within. The Energy & Critical
Minerals sector is being weaponized; while
the U.S. reopens trade with Russia, India
reports a massive expansion of energy storage
capacity, aiming to multiply its reserves 48-
fold by 2032. Food & Water Security: In
Mexico, civil unrest has erupted in Jalisco
over water contamination, leading to state
repression, while Venezuela reports 100%
domestic coverage for traditional holiday food
supplies through communal farming.
Macroeconomics & Trade: Argentina
remains the primary outlier in the region, with
the Milei administration presiding over the

closure of 31,000 production units and a
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40.8% collapse in the real minimum wage
since 2023.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Collapse of Institutional Credibility: A
pervasive theme is the obsolescence of the
"post-1945 order." Transcripts highlight a
"collision" between international institutions
created by "White European supremacism"
and the needs of the "Sur Global." The ICC
and UN are described as juridically and
humanly guilty for the massacres in Palestine.
Analysts argue that the only effective defense
for developing nations is now military force,
as international law is dismissed as "dead
letter." This cynicism extends to the
"pragmatic" maneuvers of the U.S., which
abandons long-standing sanction regimes
when they threaten domestic political
stability.

Communalism vs. Neoliberalism: A sharp
ideological divide is drawn between the
communal "sovereignty" projects in Venezuela
and the neoliberal "adjustment" in Argentina.
In Venezuela, the "Plan Venezuela Renace"
and communal "Women of the Sea" initiatives
are framed as successful models of autarchy
and resilience against external shocks.
Conversely, Argentina is portrayed as a
cautionary tale where "fascist" economic
policies have resulted in the mass
privatization of essential services, such as
water and sanitation, and the impoverishment
of the elderly and working class.

Digital Warfare as a Colonial Tool: The use
of "bot farms" and "cognitive fraud" is framed
as the new frontier of colonialism. The
Sheinbaum administration’s focus on
Fernando Cerimedo suggests that digital
disinformation is no longer seen as a fringe

activity but as a core tactic of the
"Ultra-Right" to destabilize
progressive governments in Latin America.
This "digital war" is presented as a direct
continuation of the "Dirty War" tactics used in
the 20th century, updated for the social media
era.

international

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

* Venezuela’s Reconstruction Narrative:
Despite recent "double earthquakes," the
government projects a state of high
stability. The "Presidenta encargada" Delcy
Rodriguez focuses on housing rehabilitation
for over 8,000 people and the recovery of
the electrical grid, aiming to project a
"Venezuela Renace" (Venezuela Reborn)
image ahead of communal elections on
October 18.

* Argentina’s Industrial Collapse:
Domestic stability is severely compromised
by a 96-hour strike by PAMI doctors and a
total collapse in purchasing power. The
Milei administration is facing intense
pressure from the CGT (General
Confederation of Labor) over the
"extinction" of the national industry and the
privatization of water services.

* Mexico’s Social Tensions: While the
federal government focuses on digital
threats, local stability is threatened by
environmental crises. In Jalisco, the use of
tear gas and water cannons against
residents protesting contaminated water
suggests a widening gap between state
priorities and local grievances.
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* Brazil’s Divided Class Interests: The
electorate is split not just by ideology but
by economic status. Small business owners
in the interior are described as co-opted by
neoliberal ideology, while the poorest
remain loyal to Lula, creating a volatile
domestic environment regardless of the
October 25 outcome.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The world is portrayed as an "anarchic
system" where the "outside world" is
increasingly hostile to Global South interests.
Western nations are depicted as "metropolitan
colonies" that representative
governments on the South through electoral
manipulation and digital warfare. In response,
nations like Iran, Yemen, and Venezuela are
forging a new multipolar order based on
military deterrence and resource sovereignty.
The U.S. is viewed through a lens of defensive
realism; Trump’s willingness to trade with
Russia is seen not as an olive branch but as a
forced concession due to the failure of
Western energy policies. The global system is
in "transition," with China, Russia, and the
Global South seeking to build a new order
where "the word that dictates is war," rather
than "dead letter" international law.

impose

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Market sentiment is heavily influenced by the
Brent crude oil prices exceeding $105 per
barrel, driven by persistent conflict in the
Middle East and attacks in the Strait of
Hormuz. While the U.S. and Russia have
signaled a stabilization of diesel supplies,
regional markets remain volatile. Inflationary
pressures are particularly acute in the Global
South, where 51% of populations face food

insecurity. Argentina's economic indicators
show a catastrophic 28% year-to-date inflation
(official) vs. 4.3% monthly (private), with
utility rates rising by up to 5% monthly. India
is emerging as a critical player in the energy
transition, with battery storage needs
expected to hit 1840 GWh by 2047.

Key Economic Vectors:

* Energy Prices: Brent Crude at $105.98;
OPEC basket at $110.81 per barrel.

* Industrial Contraction: Argentina reports
4.6% vyear-on-year industrial decline
and 5.1% trade contraction as of late 2026.

* Privatization: Argentine water utility AySA
sold for $340.2 million, 25% below
government expectations.

e U.S.-Russia Trade: License for 4.8
million tons of Russian diesel authorized

through April 2027.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Significant shifts are occurring in leadership
dynamics, particularly in Latin America,
where ‘"shadow presidents" and digital
strategists are being purged or prosecuted.

* Delcy Rodriguez: Termed the "Presidenta
encargada"” (President-in-Charge) of
Venezuela, she 1is consolidating power
through national balance reports and high-
level international diplomacy in Rome,
signaling a potential long-term leadership
transition.

* Fernando Cerimedo: Currently detained
in a maximum-security prison in Bolivia on
charges including attempted femicide and
illicit enrichment, his downfall marks a
major blow to the regional "ultra-right"
digital strategy.
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* Volodomir Zelensky: Increasingly
isolated, he faces public challenges to his
legitimacy by Donald Trump, who has
suggested the need for new elections in
Ukraine.

* Pope Leo XIV: Announced a scheduled
lung surgery to remove a nodule, raising
concerns about a potential Vatican
succession crisis in the medium term.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

TeleSUR’s hierarchy is dominated by Global
South solidarity and the anniversary of the
Gaza conflict. The lead stories focus on the
three-year "genocide" in Palestine and the
FAO World Food Forum, where Venezuela and
Cuba are framed as champions of human
rights. The "Indigenous Resistance" is given
high priority to foster a trans-continental
identity against "colonialist Spain." The
Trump-Putin energy deal is covered as a
significant but pragmatic maneuver that
exposes Western hypocrisy rather than a
diplomatic breakthrough. Buried
include the specifics of Russian military losses
and the exact nature of the Houthi
"mercenary" forces. There is a conspicuous
omission of the internal economic protests in
Cuba, which are instead reframed as purely
the result of the "criminal" U.S. blockade. The
emotional tone is one of "defiant resilience"
and "moral outrage."

stories

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The geopolitical landscape is framed as a
struggle between a rising multipolar alliance
and a decaying, hypocritical Western bloc.
The U.S. is depicted as a "fading hegemon"
forced into pragmatism, while Israel is

presented as an ‘illegitimate entity"
maintained only by foreign mercenaries.

COUNTRIES

* Russia: Framed as a rational and stable
provider of global energy. "Rusia vendera
su gasOleo sin problemas gracias a la

enorme demanda mundial" due to global

interest.

* Venezuela: Portrayed as sovereign and
renascent. "Venezuela renace con la unién

de todos los sectores" despite external

shocks.

* Argentina: Framed as a failing state
under Milei. "La gestion de Javier Miley ha
estado marcada por un fuerte retroceso
econdémico" an ial

* Israel: Depicted as a colonialist and
genocidal regime. "El genocidio del
régimen Israel contra la franja de Gaza...
ha borrado barrios enteros" according to

analysts.
LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Framed as pragmatic
and transaction-oriented. He is seen as
willing to sacrifice allies (Ukraine) for

mesti nomi in.

* Lula da Silva: Portrayed as the defender
of democracy. "Este acto significa todo, la
sobrevivencia de la democracia" his

supporters claim.

* Miguel Diaz-Canel: Framed as a
principled fighter against "asphyxia."
"Cuba ha optado por actuar asumiendo
cada desafio como una oportunidad" for
transformation.
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NON-STATE &
ACTORS

CORPORATE

* Ansar Allah (Houthis): Portrayed as a
legitimate resistance to Saudi and Zionist
aggression. They are seen as 'resilient"
over 12 vears of conflict.

* FAO: Framed as a battleground for
equity. It is the "platform that opens
opportunities to mobilize resources" for the
South.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

A sophisticated "cognitive war" is described
as being underway. Mexico’s Sheinbaum has
accused the ultra-right of using "cognitive
fraud" through bot farms and influencer
manipulation. The narrative of "Israel as a
victim" is attacked by TeleSUR analysts who
claim the "international system has collapsed"
and that media outlets use "negationism" to
hide the "holocaust" in Palestine from the
public. Simultaneously, the Trump
administration’s announcement of an "energy
truce" is met with skepticism by some
analysts who view it as a "circumstantial

and unilateral" calculation unrecognized by

official Russian sources.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* H1: The Fragmentation of the EU:
Continued ‘"energy hunger" and the
disconnect between U.S. and EU policy on
Russia will lead to mass social unrest and
the rise of right-wing populism in Belgium
and France.

* H2: The "Communal" Turn: If the Oct 18
communal elections in Venezuela show high
turnout, the "Presidenta encargada" will
likely move to codify communal law over
regional governorships, permanently
altering the state structure.

* H3: Yemen Regionalization: The collapse
of the Yemen truce will lead Houthis to
expand strikes to strategic shipping
lanes in the Indian Ocean, further spiking
global oil prices regardless of the U.S.-
Russia deal.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): We should expect
significant volatility in the Brazilian Real as
the runoff approaches. The scheduled surgery
of Pope Leo XIV will likely trigger a wave of
speculation regarding church leadership.
Potential for renewed Houthi strikes on Saudi
energy facilities as the airport bombing

retaliation cycle begins.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The influx of
Russian diesel into the U.S. will likely lower
gas prices ahead of U.S. mid-terms, providing
Trump political capital. Meanwhile,
Argentina’s industrial sector will face mass
defaults as purchasing power fails to keep
pace with privatization-driven utility hikes.

India will accelerate battery manufacturing
deals to meet its 2032 targets.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A permanent shift in
energy supply chains is likely, with the U.S.
becoming a major re-exporter of processed
Russian fuels. Structural changes to the UN
and FAO are expected as the Global South
seeks to create a "new order" that bypasses
Western vetoes.
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RISK ASSESSMENT

Global Shipping Collapse: Renewed
Houthi strikes and Red Sea
militarization could paralyze the Suez
Canal. Triggers: Continued Saudi bombing
of Sana'a. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Critical (Supply chain breakage).
Mitigations: Restoration of the 2022 truce
via Iranian mediation.

naval

Argentine Social Implosion: Hyper-
inflation and 96-hour strikes could lead to a
total breakdown of civil order. Triggers:
Continued real wage collapse and utility

hikes. Likelihood: Moderate-High.
Impact: Regional destabilization.
Mitigations: Reversal of IMF-mandated

"adjustment" policies.

Vatican Power Vacuum: The Pope’s lung
surgery could leave the Catholic Church
leaderless during a period of global
conflict. Triggers: Surgical complications.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: High
(Moral and political vacuum). Mitigations:
Clear succession protocols.

Digital Electoral Fraud in Mexico: Bot
farms could sway local elections or trigger
post-election Triggers:
Coordinated "cognitive fraud" campaigns.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Significant.
Mitigations: International regulation of
"digital mercenaries."

violence.

Food Price Spikes: Climate events (FEl
Nifio) and war in Yemen could drive 2027
famine in East Africa and South Asia.
Triggers: Failure of the FAO "Mano a
Mano" initiative. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Extreme (Humanitarian crisis).
Mitigations: Massive investment in

resilient agricultural innovation.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* Houthi Internal Politics: The broadcasts
do not explain why the Houthi movement is
choosing to escalate now, nor do they detail
their relationship with Iran in this
current phase of the war.

* Russian Military Logistics: While the
energy deal is highlighted, the actual status
of Russian ground forces and the impact
of Ukrainian drones on Russian civil
infrastructure are largely minimized.

* Cuban Dissent: The narrative assumes
total popular support for the government’s
response to the food crisis, ignoring any
potential internal friction or black-market
dynamics.

* Panama Earthquake Response: Detailed
information on the international aid or
the specific failure of structural codes that
led to building collapses in Penonomé is
missing.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The Energy Truce as a Stalling Tactic:
While Trump frames the "truce" as a
diplomatic win, a contrarian view suggests it
is a strategic pause allowing Russia to
rebuild its refineries and Ukraine to receive
new Western systems. This is not peace, but a
recalibration for a long-term "frozen
conflict" that benefits U.S. oil majors.

Venezuela’s Communal "Success" as State
Fragility: The heavy emphasis on "communal
production"” may actually mask a decaying
central state that can no longer provide
basic services, forcing local populations into
subsistence "sovereignty" as a survival
mechanism rather than a ideological choice.
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Black Swan Event: An accidental naval
clash between U.S. assets protecting diesel
shipments and Iranian-backed Houthi forces
in the Red Sea could trigger a global
maritime war, instantly invalidating the
Trump-Putin energy deal and driving oil to
$200/barrel.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Immediately de-escalate the Red
Sea corridor to secure the Bab-el-Mandeb
strait; current military posturing is
insufficient to stop asymmetric Houthi
strikes.

* Economic: Diversify away from
dependency on U.S.-mediated energy
truces, as these are subject to the volatile
political cycles of the American presidency.

* Diplomatic: Engage with the FAO’s "Plan
Venezuela Alimenta" models to understand
the shift toward localized food systems
in sanctioned states.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: Pivot logistics toward

India’s burgeoning energy storage sector,
which is positioned for 48x growth by 2032.

* Regulatory Compliance: Monitor OFAC
license changes carefully; the Russian
diesel deal is "temporary" (until April 2027)
and could be revoked if U.S. domestic
politics shift.

* Capital Allocation: Divest from Argentine
industrial assets until a stable currency/
wage floor is established, as current
policies are driving a systemic contraction.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity on October 12 focuses on
energy reform and digital sovereignty. Key
policies discussed involve the bypassing of
international sanctions for energy security
and the codification of local economic
autonomy in Venezuela.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Venezuelan Electrical System Reform: A

proposed law to allow private
participation in energy (generation,
transmission, and distribution within
Venezuela.

* Venezuelan ILocal Economy Law:
Legislation to integrate communal and
local production into the national industrial
chain.

* Chinese Subsidy for Housing: Policies
allowing for 1 million yuan interest-
subsidized 1loans for homebuyers to

stimulate the property sector.
HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* FAO Plenary Session (Rome): World
leaders debate the "Innovate Today, Feed
Tomorrow" framework to
global agriculture by 2030.

* Claudia Sheinbaum Presser (Mexico):

Denounced the "Digital War" and the
interference of foreign bot farms in
Mexico's democracy as of Oct 2026.

transform

KEY STORIES

* Three-Year Anniversary of Gaza
Genocide: Review of statistics (74k killed)
and the failure of the UN/ICC to enforce
. . 1 law.
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Yemen War Resumption: Saudi forces
bomb Sana'a airport, end 4-year truce;

Houthis threaten regional interests.

Trump Energy Truce: US President
announces agreement between Russia and
Ukraine to stop targeting energy grids.

US-Russia Diesel Deal: OFAC grants
license for 4.8 million tons of Russian diesel
impor

FAO World Food Forum: Delcy Rodriguez
and Diaz-Canel challenge sanctions as
weapons of hunger.

Brazil Runoft:

mobilizations in Sao Paulo for Lula; Flavio

right-wing

Election Mass

Bolsonaro consolidates

alliances.

Indigenous Resistance Day: Global

protests in Spain, Chile, and Guatemala
against "colonialist heritage" and modern

oppression.
Argentina Medical Strike: PAMI doctors

launch 96-hour strike over extreme wage
collapse.

Mexico Digital War: Sheinbaum exposes
bot farm "Cerimedo" intended to

] bilize ] '
Djibouti Shipwreck: 139 migrants dead

following the sinking of a vessel carrying
305 people.

Panama Earthquake: 7.5-7.7 magnitude
quake hits, destroying over 50 homes in
Penonomé.

India Energy Storage: Capacity expected
to grow 48-fold to 302 GWh by 2032.

Hurricane Simon: Category 4 storm hits
Mexican coast, sparking mass evacuations.

Vatican Health Crisis: Pope Leo XIV to
undergo surgery for a lung nodule.

* China Sanctions Paraguay:
Communication Minister Gustavo Villate

sanctioned over Taiwan-rel itions.

* Russia Data Center Attack: Ukrainian
drones hit Yandex facility in Vladimir,
causing massive service outages.

* Ethiopia Gold Refinery: Launch of the

nation's first refinery with a 50 million
dollar investment.

* Paris SG Pro-Palestine Banner: Fans
display "Liberez la Palestine" banner during
match, sparking political controversy.

* Plan Venezuela Renace: 100-day balance
shows 2,422 homes rehabilitated and 30
mps liber

e Swiss Glaciers: Record 5.5% volume loss
in 2026, marking a "catastrophic" climate
year.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends

examine
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and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

rchive.or ils/tv.
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