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' THE ISLAMIC EMIRATE OF AFGHANISTAN:

PIVOTING TOWARD A MINERAL-CENTRIC ECONOMIC STRATEGY & NARRATIVE WAR

| DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: OCT 29, 2026 - BYPASSING DIPLOMATIC ISOLATION THROUGH AGGRESSIVE ECONOMIC & INFORMATION TACTICS

INFORMATION CONFLICT

& INDUSTRIALPUSH

UNPRECEDENTED INCENTIVES
FOR FOREIGN CAPITAL:
Long-term land leases, 100%
foreign ownership, removal of
local partner requirements.

KEY PROJECTS:
$150M Kandahar Cement Plant,
Salang Pass Reconstruction
85% complete),

irect Herat-Dubai flights.

TRANSITION GOAL:

From import-dependence to
Export-Oriented Economy
using untapped

mineral wealth.

DEEPENING TIES
(MOSCOW FORMAT, SCO):
Positiﬂning as a “strategic.
hub” and buffer state
against terrorism. Courting
Russian/Chinese

investment for critical

infrastructure to force e

de facto recognition.

'/ AGGRESSIVEMINING™ 5 7/

_ &INARRATIVE CONTROL

)i
FORMAL REJECTION OF UN
OPIUM REPORTS:

Claiming near-total eradication.
Demanding financial support for
“alternative livelihoods" in
exchange for counter-narcotics
and regional security.

TRANSACTIONAL DIPLOMACY.
DISCREDITING WESTERN
OVERSIGHT:

Labeling UN findings "propaganda”.
Uslng Western self-criticism to

create “Moral Parity” and bolster
domestic nationalist support.

“SHARIA-COMPLIANT"
RIGHTS narrative.

ESCALATING BORDER
TENSIONS & HOSTILITY:
Framing Pakistan as * “proxy
for Western interests” and

source of instability.
Relallalor{‘smkes reported.
ACT” relies on

regional interdependencies to
bypass Western sanctions.

7/ THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT: /"

)\ OPPORTUNISTIC LIBERALIZATION & STAGNATION

$14BILLION
TOTAL FOREIGN TRADE

(Hairatan/Aqina ports)
MINING INCENTIVES (Foreign focus),
INDUSTRIAL CAPACITY

(Shurandam factory to curb imports),
RURAL SUBSIDIES (Small-scale aid).

STABLE EXCHANGE:
) 3 RESOLVING
CE AT IS TRIBAL DISPUTES
(e.g., Panjshir blood feud]
10 show government reacl
and domestic peace.

ZLEADERSHIP & EDITORIAL POSTURE:
DEFIANT OPTIMISM /

MULLAH BARADAR

(Economic Visionary)

EDITORIAL FOCUS:
Mining progress and *Self-Reliance" as top stories.
Reliance on private charity Refutation of UN re,:ons and Western hypocrisy.
for infrastructure due to “Buried” stones include border casualties.
central treasury limits. FRAMI
Persistent fear of Mulupnlar world shift; Western *hegemony”
digital dissent. challenged by pragmatic regional block.

MAVLAWI MUTTIOI

STI,IBBL NG TO (Diplomatic Shield)

|
INSTITUTIONALIZE
SOCIAL CONTROL.

 FUTURE OUTLOOK & RISK ASSESSMENT )

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):

Integration into SCO framework aimed at ending
Western hapes.

‘Enclave Economy” model leading to sustainable
authoritarianism or total dependence (China).

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS):
Flurry of MOUs (minor Russian/Turkish firms).
Tensions with UN peak.

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS):

Kandahar Cement Plant as propaganda piece.
Potential for *Mining Mirage" if no major
investment.

TIMELINE

ECONOMIC COLLAPSE (High Risk):
Lack of liquidity, banking isolation.
TRIGGER: Mlmng projects fail to

FMnera!e cash.
PACT: Hypennﬂaﬂon

REGIONAL CONFLICT WITH INTERNAL INSURGENCY
PAKISTAN (Medium Risk): & edium-High Risk):

Border clashes escalate. ladicalization of farmers.
TRIGGER: Major cross-border terror. | TRIGGER: Deepening rural poverty.
IMPACT: Regional destabilization. IMPACT: Urban terror.

CLIMATE SCARCITY (High Risk):
Droughts/floods impacting
agriculture.

TRIGGER: Failure of winter snows.
IMPACT: Mass migration.

RISK MATRIX
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THE ISLAMIC EMIRATE OF
AFGHANISTAN IS AGGRESSIVELY
PIVOTING TOWARD A MINERAL-
CENTRIC ECONOMIC STRATEGY TO
BYPASS DIPLOMATIC ISOLATION
WHILE INTENSIFYING ITS
NARRATIVE WAR AGAINST
WESTERN INSTITUTIONAL
OVERSIGHT.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting on October 29, 2026, reveals a
concerted effort by the Kabul administration
to project an image of internal stability and
economic viability. The central pillar of this
strategy is the first specialized mining
exhibition in Kabul, where officials are
offering unprecedented incentives to foreign
capital, including long-term land leases and
the removal of requirements for local
partnerships. This suggests a desperate need
for hard currency and technical expertise to
exploit the nation's untapped mineral wealth,
which is being framed as the primary vehicle
for transitioning from an import-dependent to
an export-oriented economy.

Simultaneously, the administration is engaged
in a high-stakes information conflict with the

United Nations and Western powers. Officials
have formally rejected UN reports on opium
cultivation, claiming a near-total eradication
of the crop while demanding international
financial support for "alternative livelihoods"
for farmers. This creates a transactional
diplomatic framework: the administration
provides counter-narcotics and regional
security in exchange for economic
normalization and the unfreezing of assets.
However, the recurring focus on domestic
"Sharia-compliant" rights and the resolution
of tribal disputes indicates an ongoing
struggle to harmonize medieval social
governance with the requirements of modern
international trade.

Regional dynamics remain volatile,
characterized by deepening ties with Russia
and Central Asian states through the "Moscow
Format" and SCO frameworks, contrasted
against escalating border tensions with
Pakistan. The administration is positioning
itself as a victim of Pakistani-sponsored
instability while simultaneously courted by
Russian and Chinese interests seeking to
secure energy and transit corridors. This
"balancing act" is increasingly reliant on
critical infrastructure projects like the Trans-
Afghan railway and the TAPI pipeline to
create regional interdependencies that might
eventually force de facto recognition.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Aggressive Mining and Industrial Push:
The launch of the first international mining
exhibition signaled a major shift in
investment policy, specifically targeting
foreign firms with 100% ownership rights
and long-term land access. Large-scale
projects, such as the Kandahar cement
plant involving $150 million in investment,
are nearing completion.
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* Rejection of International Human
Rights Oversight: The Ministry of Virtue
and Vice and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
have launched a coordinated campaign to
discredit UN findings regarding women's
rights and drug production, labeling them
"unfounded rumors" and "propaganda."

Regional Security Integration:
Participation in the "Moscow Format" and
meetings with Russian and Central Asian
officials focused on countering cross-
border terrorism, with Kabul asserting
that its soil is no longer a threat to
neighbors while accusing Pakistan of
harborin ilizing elements.

* Infrastructure and Transit Expansion:
Reports highlighted significant progress on
the Salang Pass reconstruction (85%
complete) and the first direct flight from
Herat to Dubai, aimed at reducing reliance
on traditional transit routes through
Pakistan.

* Health and Social Order Initiatives: The
government observed "World Stroke Day"
to signal public health competence and
publicized the resolution of a 9-yvear blood
feud in Panjshir, emphasizing the role of the
Islamic system in maintaining domestic
peace.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy &  Critical Minerals: The
administration is prioritizing the extraction of
lithium, gemstones, and
materials. The Deputy Prime Minister for
Economic Affairs emphasized that natural
resource exploitation is the only viable path to
economic sovereignty. TAPI and CASA-1000
remain  high-priority, = though  still in

developmental stages.

construction

Diplomacy & Statecraft: Kabul is utilizing a
"Realpolitik" approach, engaging with Russia
and China to bypass Western sanctions. The
Moscow Format is being used to lobby for
formal recognition by framing the Taliban as a
"reality" that the international community
must accept for regional stability.

Information Warfare & Disinformation: A
significant portion of airtime was dedicated to
refuting Western media reports. The
administration is  specifically targeting
Australian war crime reports to undermine
the moral authority of Western nations that
criticize the current regime's human rights
record.

Macroeconomics & Trade: Officials claimed
a 5% GDP growth rate and 2% inflation,
figures that lack independent verification but
are used to argue that the "Economy-Centric"
policy is working. The focus is on reducing
trade deficits through domestic production of
cement and agricultural goods.

Armed Conflict & Militarization: While
focusing on peace, reports of retaliatory
strikes against Pakistani forces in Paktika
suggest that the border remains a live combat
zone. The military is being portrayed as a
defensive force protecting "national honor."

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Sanctions-Proof" Economy: The
administration is  pivoting toward a
mercantilist model. By inviting foreign
companies (likely Chinese or Russian) to
operate without local partners, they are
attempting to create an enclave economy that
generates revenue regardless of the state of
the domestic banking sector or international

recognition. The $150 million cement factory
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in Kandahar is the prototype for this self-
sufficiency.

Transactional Counter-Narcotics: The
regime is using its claimed "zero-drug" status
as a diplomatic bludgeon. By rejecting the UN
report, they are signaling that they will only
cooperate with international monitoring if it
comes with significant financial aid for
"alternative livelihoods," effectively holding
the threat of resumed production over the
heads of regional neighbors.

The Moral Parity Counter-Narrative: There
is a sophisticated use of Western self-
criticism. By highlighting Australian war
crimes and historical Western failures, the
broadcast attempts to create a "moral parity"
where  Western  criticism of  Taliban
governance is framed as hypocritical. This
serves to bolster domestic nationalist

support.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The internal narrative is one of forced
cohesion. The broadcast emphasizes the
resolution of long-standing ethnic and tribal
conflicts, such as the Panjshir blood feud, to
demonstrate that the central government has
successfully penetrated even the most
resistant regions. However, the heavy
emphasis on the Ministry of Virtue and
Vice processing hundreds of "Sharia rights"
cases suggests that the state is still struggling
to institutionalize its social control and
manage local grievances within its own legal
framework.

Institutional decay is apparent in the reliance
on private charity for critical infrastructure.
The reports on new mosques and schools
often cite "charitable businessmen" as the

primary funders, indicating that the central
treasury is still incapable of funding basic
social services despite claims of rising
national revenue. The ongoing detention of
individuals for "improper use of social media"
highlights a persistent fear of digital dissent
and internal fissures.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Afghanistan is being framed as a strategic
hub under siege by "biased" international
organizations. The world is portrayed as two
blocks: a hostile Western block led by the US
and UN, and a pragmatic regional block led by
Russia and China. Kabul is clearly aligning
with the latter, seeking to integrate into
Central Asian security architectures to prove
its utility as a buffer state against terrorism
and drugs.

The posture toward Pakistan has reached a
point of open hostilityy. The broadcasts
characterize Pakistan as a "proxy" for Western
interests or a source of "uncontrolled
instability," suggesting that the relationship
has deteriorated beyond mere border disputes
into a structural geopolitical rivalry. This
allows Kabul to blame Pakistan for its own
internal security failures, such as the
presence of ISIS-K (though not named
directly, referred to as "foreign elements").

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic climate is characterized by
opportunistic
extractive sectors amidst general stagnation
elsewhere. The administration is desperate to

liberalization in the
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monetize resources before its remaining
foreign exchange reserves are depleted.

* Mining Incentives: Foreign companies
offered long-term land leases and
exemption from domestic partnership
requirements to spur mining sector growth.

Industrial Capacity: Launch of the
Shurandam cement factory (Kandahar) with
1,500-ton daily capacity, aiming to curb
$150M in annual imports.

e Trade Volume: Claims of $14 billion in
total foreign trade, with a significant
portion transiting through Hairatan and
Agina ports.

* Exchange Rates: The Afghani (AFN) was

quoted at approximately 65.1 to the USD

and 72.5 to the Euro, reflecting a stable, if
managed, currency valuation.

* Rural Subsidies: Distribution of improved
seeds and fertilizer to 100 farmers in
Samangan, a small-scale effort to bolster
food security.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The transcripts show a high degree of
bureaucratic activity among the second tier
of leadership, likely aimed at demonstrating
technical competence to potential foreign
investors.

* Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar:
Reaffirmed as the economic visionary,
leading the push for industrialization and

self-sufficiency.

* Mavlawi Amir Khan Muttiqi: Serving as
the diplomatic shield, focusing on
regional platforms to demand recognition
and cooperation.

* Mavlawi Nurjalal Jalali: (Minister of
Health) Spearheading rural infrastructure
projects to build grassroots legitimacy in
provinces like Kunar.

* Mavlawi Muhammad Ishaq Qant:
(Standardization Authority) Emerging as a
key player in technical diplomacy with

Russia and Turkey, focusing on trade
standards.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The lead stories across all segments were the
Mining Exhibition and the Kandahar
Cement Factory, emphasizing economic
progress and ‘"self-reliance." A significant
second-tier priority was the refutation of UN
reports, framing the government as a victim
of international bias. Stories regarding
Australian war crimes were prominently
featured, acting as a distraction from
domestic human rights criticisms. "Buried" or
minimized stories included the specific
casualties from road accidents in l.ogar and
the full extent of the border clashes with
Pakistan, which were framed as mere
"retaliatory actions." The emotional tone was
one of defiant optimism, portraying a nation
rising despite global adversity.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The broadcast frames the current global
system as a shift toward multipolarity,

where Western "hegemony" is being
successfully challenged by regional
cooperation.


https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20261029_023000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20261029_163000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20261029_140000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20261029_140000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20261029_140000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20261029_160000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20261029_160000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20261029_200000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20261029_050000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20261029_050000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20261029_163000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20261029_163000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20261029_043000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20261029_103000

COUNTRIES

* Russia: Portrayed as a strategic and
principled partner. "Russia is the only
country that has so far recognized the
Islamic Emirate [in practice] and has
special capacities in political and economic
fields" economic fields.

e Pakistan: Framed as a hostile, unstable
neighbor and a source of regional
terrorism. "Today, the rulers of Pakistan...
are at the first rank of drug cultivation"
drug cultivation.

* Australia/UK/US: Portrayed as
hypocritical and criminal. "Special forces
officers were aware of the crimes... but did
nothing to prevent these illegal actions"

illegal actions.

* China/Turkey: Framed as pragmatic
economic allies who respect sovereignty
and provide technical support technical

support.

NON-STATE &
ACTORS

CORPORATE

* United Nations (UNODC/Human Rights

Council): Portrayed as incompetent and
biased tools of Western policy. Their
reports are dismissed as ‘"contrary to
reality and formal information" formal
information.

Foreign Mining Companies: Framed as
welcome partners who should take
advantage of "unprecedented facilities" to

secure long-term profit long-term profit.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The administration is
seeding the idea that they have won the
war on drugs. By repeating the "zero

claim, they force the
international community to prove the
negative, creating a vacuum that they fill
with their own unverified "field
assessments" field assessments.

* Ablation of Responsibility: All economic
failures are attributed to sanctions and
the freezing of assets, while all successes
are attributed to the "Islamic system." This
binary prevents internal critical analysis of
economic policy.

cultivation"

* Weaponized Human Rights: By focusing
on Western war crimes in Afghanistan,
the state media creates a "whataboutism"
shield to deflect from current restrictions
on female education and employment war
crimes.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

Resource-for-Recognition Swap: Kabul will
likely offer China and Russia exclusive
mineral rights in exchange for formal
diplomatic recognition within the next
12-18 months. The removal of the local
partner requirement is a clear signal to
Beijing that the barriers to entry are gone.

Internal Fractures over Narcotic
Eradication: If the "zero-drug" policy is
actually being enforced without the promised
"alternative livelihoods," a peasant uprising
or a shift in loyalty toward ISIS-K by displaced
farmers is a high probability in the 2027
growing season.
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Pakistan Border Escalation: The rhetoric
suggests that the Taliban may soon authorize
regular military incursions into Pakistan to
pursue TTP militants or secure disputed
territory, potentially triggering a wider
regional conflict.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a flurry of
MOU signings following the mining
exhibition, likely with minor Russian and
Turkish firms, to create an illusion of
momentum. Tensions with the UN will peak as
the next human rights rapporteur report is
due.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The
Kandahar cement plant will become a
centerpiece of propaganda. If successful,
similar projects in mining and textiles will be
announced to bolster the 'self-reliance"
narrative ahead of winter shortages.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The regime will
likely successfully integrate into the SCO
security framework, effectively ending
Western hopes for a return to the pre-2021
status quo. The "enclave economy" model will
either lead to sustainable authoritarianism or
total dependence on a single foreign patron
(China).

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Economic Collapse via Lack of
Liquidity: The banking sector remains
isol from international ms.
Triggers: Failure of mining projects to
generate immediate cash flow. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Catastrophic
(Hyperinflation). Mitigations: Deepening
barter-based trade with regional neighbors.

* Regional Conflict with Pakistan: Border
clashes could escalate into full-scale
warfare. Triggers: Major cross-border
terror attack. Likelihood:
Impact: High (Regional destabilization).

Medium.

Mitigations: Russian or Chinese
mediation.
e Internal Insurgency (IS1S-K):

Radicalization of disenchanted farmers and
youth. Triggers: Deepening poverty in
rural areas. Likelihood: Medium-High.
Impact: Moderate (Urban  terror).
Mitigations: Increasing security spending
and "Virtue and Vice" indoctrination.

Climate-Induced Resource Scarcity:
Severe droughts or floods (like the Indian
storm) impacting agriculture. Triggers:
Failure of winter snows. Likelihood: High.
Impact: High (Mass migration).
Mitigations: Investment in small-scale
irrigation networks.

* Diplomatic Total Isolation: Western
powers tightening sanctions. Triggers: A
new, restrictive decree on social behavior.
Likelihood: Medium. Impact: Moderate
(Stagnation). Mitigations: Strategic
alignment with the "Anti-Western" block.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

e Verified Growth Data: There is no
independent audit of the 5% GDP growth
claim. It is unclear if this includes the
informal or narcotics-linked economies.

* Status of Women's Education: The
broadcast mentions "Sharia rights" but
completely avoids the topic of secondary
schools and wuniversities for women,
which is the primary hurdle for
international recognition.
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* TTP Presence: While accusing Pakistan of
terrorism, the media is silent on the
presence and activities of the Tehrik-i-
Taliban (TTP)
Afghanistan.

Pakistan within

* Mining Feasibility: No mention was made
of the infrastructure requirements (rail,
electricity) needed to make the mining
projects profitable for foreign investors.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The Mining "Mirage": The mining exhibition
and the removal of partnership requirements
could be a sign of imminent state
insolvency. The government may be "selling
off the family silver" at a loss to maintain the
loyalty of the military and security apparatus.
If no major investments materialize in 6
months, the regime's economic narrative will
shatter, potentially leading to elite infighting
over dwindling resources.

The "Controlled Chaos" Strategy: The
border clashes with Pakistan may be
beneficial theater. Both
governments are facing severe domestic
economic pressure; a low-level, controlled
conflict allows both to invoke nationalism and
suppress internal dissent. The "Black Swan" is
that an accidental escalation (e.g., a strike
hitting a major population center) could force
both sides into a war neither can afford.

mutually

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Monitoring of the Paktika/Khost
border should increase, as escalating

artillery duels suggest a breakdown in
communication between Kabul and
Islamabad.

* Diplomatic: The "Moscow Format" should
be viewed as the primary vehicle for
Taliban diplomatic maneuvering;
engagement there is necessary to prevent a
total Russian-Taliban security monopoly.

* Humanitarian: Counter-narcotics aid
should be strictly tied to verifiable, third-
party monitoring of crop replacement,
given the regime's open hostility to UN
data.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Mining: The removal of local rtner
requirements creates a high-reward,

extreme-risk environment; legal protections
for assets remain non-existent despite
"Sharia" guarantees.

* Logistics: Development of the Herat-Dubai
flight corridor offers a potential alternative
for high-value cargo bypassing Pakistani
ports.

* Compliance: Investors must weigh the
potential for secondary sanctions as the
administration deepens technical and
financial ties with Russian state entities.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The current legislative environment is
dominated by executive decrees focused on
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moral policing and economic deregulation for
foreign entities.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o The Foreign Investment
Liberalization Act (Informal): Policy
changes allowing 100% foreign
ownership of mines and long-term land
leases to bypass current capital flight
long-term leases.

o The Counter-Firework/Noise
Pollution Decree: A ban on "pataqgi"
(firecrackers) across all provinces to
protect "psychological security,"
reflecting a sensitive security

environment psychological security.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Mining Sector Briefing: Led by the
Deputy PM, detailing the transition to a
production-based economy production-
based economy.

o Ministry of Virtue & Vice Weekly

Review: Claimed resolution of 140+
cases involving "women's rights" to
counter UN narratives women's rights.

KEY STORIES

* International Mining Exhibition in
Kabul: A four-day event featuring domestic
and foreign investors. Government offered
long-term land leases and 100% ownership
to foreign companies to extract minerals
and gems foreign companies.

* Kandahar Cement Factory Launch: A
$150 million project in Shurandam district
designed to produce 1,500 tons of cement
daily, eventually rising to 5,000 tons,
creating 5,000 jobs 5,000 jobs.

* Rejection of UN Opium Report: The

Ministry of Interior formally denied UN
findings that drug production is rising,
citing its own "field assessments" and the
destruction of 26,000 hectares of poppy
26,000 hectares.

Moscow Format and SCO Meetings:
Afghan officials met with Russian and
Central Asian counterparts to discuss
security, border control, and the "reality" of
the Islamic Emirate's rule Islamic Emirate's
rule.

Australian War Crimes Controversy:
Detailed reports from The Guardian and
military investigations suggesting
Australian officers covered up the planting
of weapons on Afghan civilian corpses

civilian corpses.

Direct Flights Herat-Dubai: The
commencement of weekly flights from
Khwaja Abdullah Ansari International
Airport to Dubai, seen as a boost for trade
and travel Dubai.

Panjshir Blood Feud Resolution: A 9-
year conflict between two families that
resulted in a murder was settled through
the intervention of local officials and
scholars local officials.

Salang Pass Progress: Construction of
the Salang Pass highway is reported as
85% complete, with officials promising
completion within 1.5 months 1.5 months.

Herat-Kandahar Highway
Reconstruction: Ongoing work on a
104km stretch of the highway, aimed at
improving domestic transit domestic
transit.

World Stroke Day Observance: Health
specialists in Kabul highlighted the risks of
hypertension and the need for early
diagnosis of neurological issues

neurological issues.
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* Paktika Border Skirmishes: Retaliatory
fire by Afghan forces against Pakistani
military positions following alleged border
incursions Pakistani military.

* Samangan Agricultural Support:
Distribution of seeds and fertilizers to 100
farmers by the FAO and Ministry of
Agriculture 100 farmers.

* Standardization Authority Meetings:
Discussions in Kazan, Russia, between
Afghan, Russian, and Turkish officials on
quality control and "Halal" standards Halal
standards.

India Cyclone: Severe storm from the Bay
of Bengal killed at least three people and
destroyed homes on India's eastern coast
eastern coast.

* Spain Train Crash: A collision in Madrid
killed 68 people and injured dozens,
leading to three days of national mourning

68 people.

* North Korean Missile Test: Launch of a
ballistic missile near Wonsan, monitored by
South Korean and US intelligence US
intelligence.

Qatari Peace Initiative: Reports of Qatar
presenting a new peace plan to Tehran to
end the conflict between Israel and Iran-

backed groups new peace plan.
* Uruzgan Orphanage Project: New

facilities for children without guardians
established in Charchino district Charchino
istri

* Sar-e-Pul University Dormitory:
Foundation stone laid for a 2 million AFN
faculty dormitory dormitory.

* Balkh Dairy Kits: Distribution of
processing equipment to nomadic families
to improve local income nomadic families.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
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media-trends-newsl r-briefings/. You can Archive's TV News Archive at https://

also learn more about the GDELT Project at archive.org/details/tv.
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
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