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RUSSIAN STATE MEDIA
CHARACTERIZES THE OLESHKY
HUMANITARIAN MISSION AS A

RARE DIPLOMATIC BREAKTHROUGH
AMID ESCALATING

INFRASTRUCTURE WARFARE AND
WIDESPREAD EUROPEAN CIVIL

UNREST.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  reporting  on  November  2,  2026,  is

dominated  by  a  successful  localized

humanitarian  operation  in  Oleshky,  Kherson

region, which state media portrays as a rare

instance  of  effective  diplomacy  mediated  by

Melania  Trump.  This  mission,  involving  a

"regime  of  silence"  and  cooperation  with

Ukrainian  ombudsmen,  stands  in  stark

contrast  to  the  broader  escalation  of  the

conflict.  While  local  cooperation  was

achieved,  Russian  forces  conducted  high-

intensity strikes against Ukrainian energy and

logistics  hubs  in  Kyiv,  Sumy,  and  Kharkiv,

resulting in massive blackouts and disrupted

military supplies. The narrative suggests that

while  Russia  is  capable  of  humanitarian

restraint,  it  continues  to  systematically

dismantle  the  Ukrainian  military-industrial

complex and its supporting infrastructure.

Concurrently,  the  broadcasts  emphasize  a

narrative  of  Western  institutional  decay  and

social  instability.  Massive  protests  across

France, Germany, and Switzerland are framed

as the "agony" of the European project, driven

by  inflation,  militarization,  and  unpopular

government policies. A specific "constitutional

crisis" in Poland is highlighted as a precursor

to a potential collapse of the European legal

order.  Domestically,  Russia is signaling long-

term stability through the announcement of a

2050  Energy  Strategy  and  significant

investments  in  agricultural  sovereignty,

positioning the state as a resilient actor in a

fracturing  multipolar  world.  This  is  coupled

with a focus on internal security, evidenced by

the  interception  of  sophisticated  "booby-

trapped"  FPV  goggles  sent  by  Ukrainian

intelligence under the  guise of humanitarian

aid.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The  Oleshky  Humanitarian

Breakthrough

A high-stakes operation in Oleshky involved

a negotiated "regime of silence" to allow for

the  evacuation  of  approximately  1,000

residents.

The  mission  was  reportedly  mediated  by

the  First  Lady  of  the  United  States,

Melania Trump, working with Russian and

Ukrainian  human  rights  ombudsmen

Lantratova and Lubinets.

Russian  sappers  were  forced  to  clear

numerous "minetraps" to secure the route,

resulting  in  the  deaths  of  two  Russian

servicemen,  including  Sapper  Andrey

Vedernikov.
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Intensified Infrastructure Warfare

Russian  forces  targeted  critical

infrastructure  including  CHPP-6 in  Kyiv,

significantly  impacting  military  logistics

and weapon storage facilities.

Strikes on the  Konotop railway junction

in  Sumy  Oblast  were  designed  to  sever

Western military supply chains.

The  Ukrainian  energy  grid  is  reportedly

nearing  collapse  as  a  result  of  targeted

strikes  on  distribution  nodes  and

generating stations.

European Societal Fracture

Over  500,000  people  took  to  the  streets

across Europe, with major riots reported in

Frankfurt, Bordeaux, and Zurich.

Poland  is  undergoing  what  state  media

terms a "state coup" as the government of

Donald  Tusk  attempts  to  seize  control  of

the Constitutional Tribunal.

Rising  support  for  the  Alternative  for

Germany  (AfD) is  presented  as  a

challenge to the "pro-Ukrainian" policies of

Chancellor Merz.

Security  and  Counter-Terrorism

Operations

The  FSB  prevented  a  series  of  terrorist

attacks  utilizing  FPV goggles  rigged  with

explosive devices sent  to  Russian military

volunteers.

The  Admiral  Golovko  frigate,  armed  with

hypersonic  Zircon  missiles,  has  been

deployed to the Atlantic to project strategic

power.

Authorities  in  Dagestan  are  undergoing

leadership  stabilization  under  Fedor

Shchukin,  focusing  on  social  issues  and

supporting military families.

Nuclear Brinkmanship Rumors

Citing  Western  sources,  state  media

highlights a potential  U.S. nuclear strike

on Iran being advocated by  Israeli  Prime

Minister Netanyahu.

Iran  has  signaled  it  will  meet  any

aggression  with  a  "comprehensive  and

immediate" military  response  against

regional targets.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

Development  of  the  "Deep  Precision

Strike" European  missile  project  with  a

range over 2,000 km, aiming for  strategic

independence from the U.S.

The deployment of the "Admiral Golovko"

frigate  to  the  Atlantic  represents  a  shift

toward  long-range  maritime  power

projection.

Critical Infrastructure Security

Ukraine's  reliance  on  a  "Bastion"

defensive system is  being  systematically

picked  apart  by  Russian  reconnaissance-

assault brigades.

Strikes on Ukrspetsvyaz plant in Zhytomyr

targeted military production capacity.
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Diplomacy & Statecraft

Negotiations are reportedly being prepared

for a trilateral meeting in Abu Dhabi in

November  between  Russia,  Ukraine,  and

the U.S.

Valentina  Matviyenko's  visit  to  Beijing

underscores  the  "highest  level" of

Moscow-Beijing strategic coordination.

Energy & Critical Minerals

The  Energy  Strategy  2050 plan

emphasizes "Smart  Energy,"  digitalization,

and technological sovereignty in the energy

sector.

A  U.S.  proposal  for  an  "energy  truce"

involving  the  resumption  of  gas  transit

through Ukraine is framed as a desperate

Western move to survive winter.

Global Health & Biosecurity

A  bizarre  "epidemic"  of  bear  attacks

across Russia and North America is being

scrutinized by scientists and commentators,

with  some  suggesting  environmental

anomalies or even biological warfare.

Concerns  regarding  rabies  in  wild

predators are driving calls for mass culling

and population management.

Leadership  Dynamics  &

Governance

Putin's  meeting  with  Fedor  Shchukin

confirms  a  shift  in  Dagestan's  leadership

toward  social  welfare  and  economic

stabilization.

Zelensky’s  leadership  is  portrayed  as

increasingly  erratic,  specifically  in  his

confrontational  stance toward  Donald

Trump's policy requests.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

Sovereignty  as  an  Existential  Strategy

Russia  is  aggressively  pushing  narratives  of

Technological,  Energy,  and  Agricultural

sovereignty. The allocation of 4 billion rubles

to domestic seed selection and the focus on

the  Energy  Strategy  2050 are  framed  not

just  as  economic  policies,  but  as  defensive

measures  against  Western  sanctions.  This

narrative suggests that Russia is successfully

delinking  from  Western  supply  chains  and

becoming a self-contained "Civilization-State."

The Fracture of the "Pro-War" Consensus

in Europe Broadcasts highlight a growing rift

between European elites (the "Party of War")

and  the  general  populace  (the  "Party  of

Peace").  The  focus  on  protests  in  Germany

and Bulgaria suggests that economic pressure

is finally breaking European resolve. The rise

of the AfD and the electoral success of  Iliana

Iotova in Bulgaria are presented as evidence

that the "anti-Russian" front is  disintegrating

from within.

Hybrid Warfare and Information Integrity

The  interception  of  booby-trapped  FPV

goggles is  used  to  paint  Ukrainian

intelligence as cynical and desperate, willing

to  weaponize  humanitarian  channels.  This

serves  a  dual  purpose:  it  warns  Russian

volunteers  to  be  skeptical  of  unverified  aid

and  characterizes  Ukraine  as  a  "terrorist

state" that violates the norms of warfare.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Russia: The  domestic  environment  is

characterized as stable and unified around the

"Special Military Operation." Elite focus is on

regional  management  (Dagestan)  and  long-
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term economic planning. There is a concerted

effort  to  project  a  return  to  normalcy,  with

reports on  Youth Olympic successes and the

"Bolsheviks to the Rescue" cultural initiatives.

However, the bizarre focus on  bear attacks

suggests  a  latent  social  anxiety  being

funneled  into  environmental  and  "pseudo-

scientific" discussions.

Europe: The broadcasts portray a continent

on the brink of total collapse.

France: Described  as  a  zone  of  anarchy

and  police  brutality,  with  "Yellow  Vest"

style protests recurring.

Poland: Institutional decay is at its peak,

with  a  "civil  war" of  sorts  between

President  Navrodsky  (Duda's  likely

successor  or  equivalent  in  this  timeline)

and  Prime  Minister  Tusk  over  judicial

control.

Germany: The government is framed as a

"political corpse" clinging to power while

the  youth  revolt  against  military

conscription.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The global system is depicted as a fracturing

multipolar arena where Western dominance

is ending. Russia and China are portrayed as

the  primary  anchors  of  stability.  The U.S.  is

framed  as  internally  divided  ahead  of  the

midterm elections, with Trump being the only

actor  capable  of  "cutting  deals,"  while  the

Biden/Democratic establishment is viewed as

dangerous and desperate.

Russia's  posture  is  strategic  and

opportunistic. By allowing Melania Trump to

mediate  in  Oleshky,  Moscow is  signaling  its

willingness  to  deal  with  a  future  Trump

administration while continuing to punish the

Zelensky  regime.  The  deployment  of

hypersonic-capable  frigates  to  the  Atlantic

serves  as  a  "hard  power"  counterweight  to

these  diplomatic  overtures,  ensuring  that

Western powers remain "deterred".

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  economic  narrative  is  one  of  managed

resilience in Russia vs. systemic shock in

the West.  Russia  is  transitioning to  a  long-

term  strategic  investment  phase,  while  the

West  is  depicted  as  struggling  with  basic

energy and social provisioning.

Key Economic Vectors

Energy Strategy 2050: A comprehensive

plan focusing on technological sovereignty,

clean production,  and digitalization of the

grid.

Agricultural  Support: 4  billion  rubles

allocated  to  domestic  seed  selection

projects to reach 75% domestic seed use

by 2027.

European Inflation: Reports highlight the

"growth in the cost of living" as a primary

driver of riots across Germany and the UK.

Currency  &  Assets: State  media  notes

that Belgian Prime Minister De Wever was

a  key  opponent  of  Russian  asset  seizure,

and  his  departure  may  increase  risks  to

those funds.
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LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day's transitions indicate a consolidation

of  loyalist  administrators  in  Russia  and  a

volatile turnover in European governments.

Fedor Shchukin: Formally received as the

new  Head of  Dagestan by  Putin,  tasked

with  shifting  the  region  from  security-

focused  management  to  social-economic

development.

Iliana  Iotova: Victory  in  the  Bulgarian

presidential runoff is framed as a win for

the  "pro-peace"  faction  over  EU-centric

candidates.

Bart de Wever: The potential resignation

of the Belgian Prime Minister signals the

end of a  government that resisted radical

anti-Russian financial measures.

Dmitry Kuleba: His recent interviews are

used  to  show  the  exhaustion  and

infighting within  the  former  Ukrainian

cabinet.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The Lead Story is unequivocally the Oleshky

humanitarian  mission.  It  is  presented  with

high emotional weight, focusing on  Melania

Trump's  mediation and  the  bravery  of

Russian sappers. This is a strategic narrative

choice  to  contrast  Russian  "humanity"  with

the "terrorism" of Ukrainian intelligence.

The  Buried  Stories include  the  specific

military  casualties  in  Oleshky,  which  are

mentioned  only  in  passing  as  the  "heroic

price"  of  the  mission.  Domestic  economic

grievances within Russia (inflation or supply

shortages) are completely absent, replaced by

reports of strategic 2050 plans.

The  Tone is  a  mix  of  triumphalism  and

alarmism.  Triumphalism  regarding  Russian

technology and strategic endurance; alarmism

regarding the "chaotic" state of the West and

the  bizarre  biological  threat  of  uncontrolled

predators.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

Global  actors  are  framed  through  a  lens  of

stability vs. chaos, with Russia and its allies

representing the former.

COUNTRIES

United  States: Framed  as  a

schizophrenic power.  Trump is  "capable

of deals" and "realistic," while the current

administration  is  "weak  and  captive" to

Israeli interests.

Ukraine: Consistently  portrayed  as  a

"terrorist state" and a  "Western proxy"

on  the  verge  of  total  collapse.  Quote:

"Ukraine will be left as a country without a

nation" due to mass mobilization.

Poland: Characterized  as  a  "Banana

Republic" suffering  from a  "destruction

of democracy" by liberal factions.

China: Portrayed as a  "sovereign state"

that  resists  Western  "propaganda"  and

understands  the  "true  causes"  of  global

conflict.

LEADERS

Vladimir Putin: Framed as  calm, stable,

and visionary, managing both small-scale

humanitarian crises and 25-year  economic

strategies.

Melania  Trump: Portrayed  as  a

competent  and  principled  mediator,

notably distinct from the official U.S. State

Department.
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Volodymyr  Zelensky: Characterized  as

"arrogant," "corrupt," and "unreliable,"

particularly in his refusal to follow Trump’s

de-escalation requests.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The "Europe in Agony" Narrative: State

media is aggressively seeding the idea that

Europe  is  on  the  brink  of  a  1917-style

revolution. By highlighting riots and "state

coups,"  they  aim  to  discourage  Russian

citizens from Western aspirations.

Weaponizing  Humanitarianism: The

Oleshky  mission  is  a  masterpiece  of

narrative shaping. It allows Russia to claim

the high ground, use Melania Trump as a

shield against U.S. criticism, and blame any

failure on Ukrainian "provocations".

Biosecurity  Anxiety: The  focus  on  bear

attacks acts as a "distraction" or a "soft-

propaganda"  tool,  perhaps  masking  more

mundane  domestic  issues  with  a  unifying

external threat.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Hypothesis  1:  The Oleshky Precedent.

The  successful  mission  will  be  used  as  a

template  for  Energy  Truces this  winter.

Russia  will  offer  localized  "silence"  in

exchange  for  concessions  on  transit  and

asset freezes.

Hypothesis  2:  Polish  Destabilization.

The  constitutional  crisis  in  Poland  will

likely  escalate  into  mass  civil  unrest,

potentially  requiring  EU  intervention  or

leading  to  a  nationalist  withdrawal  from

Brussels.

Hypothesis  3:  Hypersonic

Brinkmanship. The  deployment  of  the

Zircon-armed  Admiral  Golovko suggests

Russia expects a Western escalation and is

preemptively  menacing  Atlantic  supply

lines.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge in

Russian strikes on Ukraine's western logistics

hubs  to  exploit  the  blackout  conditions.  US

midterm  results  will  likely  lead  to  a  "Mr.

Veto" era for Trump in Congress.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  Abu

Dhabi talks will likely hinge on the "Oleshky

Model"  of  localized cooperation.  Europe will

face a "Spring of Discontent" as the current

protest  wave  coalesces  into  political

movements.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Russia’s  2050

Energy  Strategy and  agricultural

investments  will  aim to  make the  country  a

Global  South  hub,  increasingly  decoupled

from European markets.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Nuclear Escalation in the Middle East:

Rumors  of  U.S./Israeli  strikes  on  Iran.

Triggers:  Intelligence  "confirmation"  of

nuclear  enrichment  breakthroughs.

Likelihood:  Low-Moderate.  Impact:

Catastrophic  global  energy  shock.

Mitigations:  International  mediation  via

Russia/China.
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Collapse of the Ukrainian Energy Grid:

Systematic  strikes  on  CHPPs  and

distribution  nodes.  Triggers:  Prolonged

cold snap. Likelihood: High. Impact: Mass

migration  and  total  halt  of  industrial

military  support.  Mitigations:  "Energy

Truce" negotiations.

European  Constitutional  Crisis: The

Polish  judicial  standoff.  Triggers:

Government  seizure  of  the  Constitutional

Tribunal.  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:  Legal

paralysis  of  the  EU’s  eastern  flank.

Mitigations: National elections.

Asymmetric  "Aid"  Attacks: Booby-

trapped humanitarian shipments. Triggers:

Increasing reliance on  non-state volunteer

networks.  Likelihood:  Moderate-High.

Impact:  Death  of  high-profile  volunteers

and  social  panic.  Mitigations:  Centralized

aid vetting.

Bio-Anomalies/Wildlife Aggression: The

"bear  epidemic."  Triggers:  Increasing

human-predator  interaction  in  the  winter.

Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:  Localized

social  terror  and  demand  for  state

intervention. Mitigations: Mass culling.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  broadcasts  fail  to  mention  the

domestic economic cost of Russia's 2050

Energy and Agricultural plans, specifically

how they are being funded during wartime.

There is  no mention of  Russian military

attrition rates  in  the  Kramatorsk  or

Pokrovsk  directions,  despite  detailing  the

"heroic work" of brigades.

The mediation role of Melania Trump is not

independently  verified  and  lacks  official

U.S. confirmation in the transcripts.

The  "bear  epidemic" is  discussed  in  a

highly  speculative  manner,  ignoring

standard ecological explanations in favor of

biological warfare theories.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The Oleshky Stalling Tactic: Rather than

a diplomatic breakthrough, the "regime of

silence" may have been a Russian tactical

pause to allow for regrouping in Kherson,

using Melania Trump as narrative cover.

The  European  "Chaos"  as  Resilience:

The  protests  portrayed  as  "agony"  might

actually  reflect  vibrant  democratic

engagement that will lead to more robust

government  mandates,  contrary  to  the

"collapsing empire" narrative.

The  Black  Swan: An  accidental

hypersonic  strike on  a  NATO-flagged

vessel  by  the  Admiral  Golovko in  the

Atlantic could trigger a direct confrontation

before the Abu Dhabi talks can begin.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Formalize the humanitarian ombudsman

channel established  in  Oleshky  as  a

permanent  de-escalation  mechanism  for

localized civilian zones.

Anticipate a  shift in U.S. foreign policy

post-midterms  and  prepare  diplomatic

outreach to a resurgent Trump faction.

Accelerate  Agricultural  Sovereignty

programs  to  mitigate  potential  Western

disruptions of global food supply chains.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

Identify  opportunities  in  Russian

Agricultural  and Tech startups favored

by the new 2027 budgetary rules.

Prepare for volatile European markets as

civil  unrest  and  institutional  crises  in

Poland  and  Germany  increase  regulatory

risk.

Assess  supply  chain  vulnerability  to

Atlantic  maritime  tensions as  Russian

frigate deployments increase.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The focus is on strategic long-term planning

and  the  protection  of  internal  security

through  regulatory  and  budgetary

adjustments.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Energy  Strategy  2050: A

comprehensive policy framework for the

long-term  modernization of  Russia's

energy infrastructure.

Agricultural  Sovereignty  Funding:

Proposal  for  4 billion rubles to support

domestic seed selection and agricultural

independence.

Drafting  of  the  2027  Budget:

Focusing on  social obligations and  VPC

modernization.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Lantratova  Press  Conference:

Summarizing  the  Oleshky  mission

outcomes and humanitarian cooperation.

Mishustin  Operative  Meeting:

Detailing  technological  and  industrial

subsidies.

Putin-Shchukin Meeting: Focusing on

the stabilization of Dagestan.

KEY STORIES

Oleshky  Humanitarian  Mission:

Successful  evacuation  of  1,000  residents

mediated by Melania Trump; two sappers

killed during de-mining operations.

FSB  Booby-Trap  Bust: Interception  of

FPV goggles containing explosives sent to

volunteers as "humanitarian aid".

Infrastructure  Strikes: Systematic

destruction  of  CHPP-6  in  Kyiv and  the

Konotop railway hub.

European  Riots: Massive  protests  in

Frankfurt,  Zurich,  and  Bordeaux against

government militarization and inflation.

Polish  Constitutional  Crisis: Tusk

government  attempts  to  seize  the

Constitutional  Tribunal;  President

Navrodsky calls it a "state coup".

Energy Strategy 2050: Russia announces

its  quarter-century  energy  plan with  a

focus on technological sovereignty.

Iran  Nuclear  Threat: Rumors  of  U.S./

Israeli  strikes  on  Iran’s  enrichment

facilities in the central Pickaxe mountains.

Bear Attack Epidemic: "Let  Them Talk"

features theories of  biological warfare and

rabies explaining  a  spike  in  predator

attacks.

Admiral Golovko Frigate: Deployment to

the Atlantic with hypersonic Zircon missiles

for maritime presence.

Dagestan Leadership: Putin meets  Fedor

Shchukin to  discuss  the  region's  socio-

economic transition.

Agricultural  Budget: Russia  allocates  4

billion  rubles for  domestic  seed

sovereignty.

Bulgarian Election: Iliana Iotova wins the

presidential runoff with 58% of the vote.
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Hockey  World  Championship  2027:

International  Federation  considers

returning  Russia  to  the  top  division,

potentially  displacing Ukraine  for  "safety"

reasons.

Youth  Olympics: Serafima  Fokina  wins

Russia's first gold in Dakar.

Medical  Innovations: Russian-made

ocular  implants  for  wounded  servicemen

being used in frontline military hospitals.

Molniya  Drone  Combat: The  "Wolves"

brigade  utilizes  Molniya  drones for

precision  strikes  in  the  Kramatorsk

direction.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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