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RUSSIA LEVERAGES IMPERIAL
HISTORICAL NARRATIVES ON

NATIONAL UNITY DAY TO FRAME
CURRENT MILITARY OBJECTIVES

WHILE CHARACTERIZING THE
UNITED STATES AS ENTERING A

PERIOD OF TERMINAL POLITICAL
INSTABILITY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

Broadcast  coverage  on  November  4,  2026,

centers  on  a  highly  coordinated  state

narrative  surrounding  National  Unity  Day,

utilizing deep historical parallels to the reign

of Catherine the Great to justify the ongoing

"Special  Military  Operation"  and  the

integration  of  "Novorossiya."  The

programming  establishes  a  direct  lineage

between 18th-century imperial expansion and

modern  territorial  claims,  framing  current

military actions as the inevitable continuation

of  Russian  history.  By  highlighting  the

liberation  of  Moscow  from  Polish

intervention in  1612,  the  state  media

reinforces  a  message  of  resilience  against

Western-backed  "interference"  and  internal

dissent. This historical framing is juxtaposed

with  front-line  reports  featuring  idealized

"soldier-patriots" to maintain domestic morale

during a protracted conflict.

Simultaneously,  the  network  portrays  a

fracturing  global  order,  specifically  focusing

on a "catastrophic" defeat for the Republican

Party  in  the  U.S.  midterm  elections.  The

narrative emphasizes a decisive Democratic

victory that  includes  flipping  traditional

Republican  strongholds  like  Texas  and

Kansas,  which  the  broadcast  suggests  will

lead  to  a  permanent  shift  toward  one-party

rule in the West. This external "chaos" in the

U.S.  is  contrasted  with  Russia’s  purported

internal stability and its successful pivot to a

multipolar  diplomacy,  exemplified  by  the

Russia-Africa summit and high-level trilateral

negotiations in Abu Dhabi. The day’s coverage

serves to reassure the domestic  audience of

Russia's  strategic  endurance  while

delegitimizing Western democratic  processes

as  scandal-ridden  and  prone  to  systemic

collapse.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Imperial  Historical  Revisionism as  State

Doctrine

The  network  dedicated  significant  airtime

to  a  docuseries  on  Catherine  the  Great,

explicitly linking the 18th-century conquest

of Crimea and the founding of Novorossiya

to current geopolitical aims.

National  Unity  Day  celebrations  were

framed as a rejection of "Polish-Lithuanian"

and  Western  interference,  drawing

parallels  between the 1612 liberation and

the modern struggle for sovereignty.

The  state  utilized  religious  symbolism,

particularly the Feast of the Kazan Icon of

the  Mother  of  God,  to  sanctify  current

military and political leadership  across all

regions.

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=1TV_20261104_091500_Imperiya_Yekaterina_II
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=1TV_20261104_090000_Novosti
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=1TV_20261104_180000_Vremya
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=1TV_20261104_180000_Vremya


Escalation  of  Critical  Infrastructure

Warfare

Reports  confirmed  systemic  strikes  on

Ukrainian  energy  facilities,  resulting  in

total blackouts in several regions, including

Kyiv, Volyn, and Zhytomyr.

Russian  forces  targeted  logistical  hubs  in

Odesa,  allegedly  destroying  Western-

supplied  weapons stored  in  commercial

centers.

Military  operations  in  the  Orekhov

direction  utilized  advanced  strike  drone

capabilities to  degrade  Ukrainian  tactical

command centers.

Framing the U.S.  Midterm Election as a

Systemic Crisis

Coverage  characterized  the  2026  U.S.

elections  as  a  "catastrophe"  for  the

Republican  Party  and  Donald  Trump,

claiming the loss of traditional strongholds

like Texas and Kansas.

State media seeded narratives of systemic

fraud and "administrative  tricks,"  such as

the potential granting of statehood to D.C.

and  Puerto  Rico  to  ensure  Democratic

dominance.

The  broadcast  highlighted  internal  GOP

infighting, portraying Trump as an isolated

figure  whose  absence  from  ballots

contributed to a Republican collapse.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

Human  interest  segments  focused  on  the

"Yulia/Bembey"  narrative,  a  young  female

volunteer  soldier,  used  to  humanize  the

front-line  experience and  encourage

recruitment.

The  promotion  of  "Novorossiya"  as  a

distinct administrative and historical entity

continues to be the primary justification for

territorial annexation.

Critical Infrastructure Security

The  weaponization  of  energy  remains

central,  with  the  broadcast  touting  the

efficacy  of  "Geran"  drones  in  crippling

Ukrainian utility networks.

Russian  domestic  infrastructure  projects,

particularly  in  the  Far  East  and

"Novorossiya"  (e.g.,  Kherson  shipyards),

are  framed  as  symbols  of  economic

resilience.

Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics

The Russia-Africa summit was emphasized

as  a  successful  evasion  of  Western

isolation,  projecting Russia as a  leader in

the multipolar world.

Trilateral  negotiations  in  Abu  Dhabi

involving  Russia,  the  USA,  and  Ukraine

were  mentioned,  suggesting  a  Russian

preference for  back-channel  diplomacy on

its own terms.

Global Health & Biosecurity

Segments  on  regenerative  medicine and

the commercial banking of stem cells and

"biological  insurance"  suggest  a  pivot

toward  long-term  domestic  health

sovereignty.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Eternal Empire Narrative

The primary narrative theme is the collapse of

time  between  the  18th  century  and  the

present. By spending hours on the history of
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Potemkin  and  Catherine  the  Great,  1TV

reinforces  the  idea  that  Russia’s  current

borders  are  not  modern  inventions  but

historical  restorations.  The  narrative  of  the

"Potemkin villages" is reclaimed not as a myth

of deception, but as a symbol of rapid imperial

construction  in  the  face  of  Western

skepticism. This creates a psychological buffer

against current military setbacks by framing

the conflict as a multi-generational endeavor

where "Great" leaders eventually prevail.

Western Institutional Decay

A consistent trend is the portrayal of the West,

particularly  the  U.S.,  as  an  unstable  entity

governed  by  partisan  radicalism.  The

coverage  of  the  2026  midterms  focuses  on

"illegal"  voting  practices  and  the  "theft"  of

traditional conservative values. By portraying

the  U.S.  as  a  nation  that  may  soon  grant

statehood to D.C. and Puerto Rico to "ensure

one-party  rule,"  the  broadcast  attempts  to

mirror  Western  criticisms  of  Russian

authoritarianism  back  onto  the  West,

suggesting that democracy itself is a failing

model.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The  domestic  focus  is  on  "Unity"  as  a

defensive  measure  against  external

subversion.  National  Unity  Day  is  used  to

paper over potential fractures by showcasing

a  multi-ethnic  front (Chechens,  Bashkirs,

Tatars,  Russians)  fighting  together.  The

broadcast minimizes any mention of domestic

dissent,  instead focusing on "traitors" of  the

past, like the Mirovich plot against Catherine,

as  cautionary tales.  The heavy promotion of

high-interest  bank  deposits (14.5%  at

DOM.RF)  and  digital  retail  (Ozon,  Sber)

suggests  an  effort  to  maintain  a  sense  of

economic  normalcy  and  consumer

participation  despite  the  pressures  of  a

wartime economy.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Russia  frames  its  global  posture  as  one  of

"strategic  patience."  While  the  West  is

described  as  a  "hostile  threat  matrix"

suffering from internal scandals and economic

inflation, Russia is portrayed as a  stable hub

for  the  Global  South.  The  state  media

emphasizes  that  the  "outside  world"

increasingly  respects  Russian  strength,  as

seen  in  the  awarding  of  honors to  foreign

leaders  like  Transnistria's  Vadim

Krasnoselsky.  The  posture  is  one  of  active

defiance  against  Western  sanctions,  using

diplomatic  forums  in  the  Middle  East  and

Africa to demonstrate that Russia remains a

necessary global actor.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  Russian  economy  is  presented  as

increasingly digitized and state-centric, with a

massive  advertising  push  for  state-linked

financial  institutions  and  high-yield  savings

products  to  absorb  excess  liquidity.  Market

sentiment  is  steered  toward  long-term

domestic investment.

Banking & Interest Rates: DOM.RF bank

is offering 14.5% annual returns on pension

deposits; VTB is promoting 35% returns in

the first month for new investors to capture

capital.

Consumer  Retail: Ozon  and  Wildberries

(WB)  are  dominating  the  narrative  with

"11:11"  sales  events,  suggesting  stable

supply chains for consumer goods.
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Energy  Costs: U.S.  domestic  issues  are

blamed on "high gas prices" and inflation,

while  Russian  energy  infrastructure is

framed as a weapon of statecraft.

Infrastructure  Investment: Continued

funding for the "Great Tea Road" and Far

East  trade  routes  to  bypass  Western

maritime controls.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The broadcasts focus on historical leadership

as  a  template  for  modern  action,  while

highlighting  the  "ineptitude"  of  current

Western leaders. There are no major domestic

Russian  personnel  changes  mentioned,

indicating a period of enforced stability.

Donald Trump: Portrayed as a loser in the

2026 midterms, losing  control of his party

and  the  ability  to  influence  the  political

future.

Democratic  Leadership  (USA): Framed

as  aggressively  consolidating  power

through  "radical"  legislative  changes like

adding states to the union.

Aleksey  Batrakov: Elevated  as  a  new

national  sports  hero after  performance in

the Champions League, used for soft power

and national pride.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  lead  stories  are  overwhelmingly

nationalistic  and  historical,  serving  to

ground the current population in a sense of

imperial  destiny.  The  "Empire"  series  on

Catherine  II  is  given  prime  placement,

followed by National Unity Day celebrations.

The  war  in  Ukraine  is  secondary  but

presented  through  a  lens  of  systemic

infrastructure  destruction and  small-scale

tactical heroism. "Buried" stories include any

mention of Russian casualties or the specific

costs of the ongoing mobilization. The tone is

one  of  calm  confidence interspersed  with

lifestyle  content  (psychology,  sports)  to

distract  from  the  existential  nature  of  the

conflict.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext of the day’s coverage reinforces

the  divide  between  "principled"  Russian

historical  continuity  and  "chaotic"  Western

political transience.

Russia:  Strong,  stable,  and  historically

justified.  Quote:  "Powerful,  all-conquering

spirit of the unity of the peoples of Russia is

passed from generation to generation."

United States:  Fractured, scandal-ridden,

and  failing.  Quote:  "The  era  of  one-party

rule in Washington began with a  crushing

defeat for Republicans."

Ukraine:  A  puppet  state  suffering  from

infrastructure  collapse.  Quote:  "Kiev  will

not allow a second Crimea to happen here,

but energy facilities are burning."

Africa/Global  South:  Rational  partners

who reject Western "hegemony" in favor of

Russian  cooperation  across  multiple

sectors.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Historical Mirroring: The state seeds the

idea  that  modern  Western  opposition  to

Russia is just a repeat of the  18th-century

"Potemkin village" myths.
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Electoral  Delegitimization: Detailed

reporting  on  U.S.  voting  "scandals"  (e.g.,

broken scanners in Westchester) is used to

cast  doubt on  the  validity  of  Democratic

wins.

Human Interest "Sanding": Using soldier

narratives  like  "Bembey" to  smooth  over

the harsh realities of the front line with a

script-like, cinematic quality.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Hypothesis  1:  Acceleration  of

Infrastructure Targets

Given  the  success  of  the  Nov  4  strikes,

Russia will likely attempt to achieve  total

electrical grid failure in Ukraine before

the  deep  winter,  using  it  as  a  primary

bargaining chip in the Abu Dhabi trilateral

talks.

Hypothesis  2:  Pivot  to  Post-Trump

Engagement

The framing  of  Trump as  a  "spent  force"

suggests  Russian  intelligence  and

diplomacy are  preparing for  a  long-term

confrontation with  a  consolidated

Democratic  administration  in  the  U.S.,

potentially seeking to exploit internal U.S.

unrest following the midterm results.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Expect  increased  focus  on  internal

"cleansing"  of  dissent,  framed  as

protecting  National  Unity.  Further  strikes

on Odesa port infrastructure to  halt NATO

supply lines.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

Russia  will  leverage  the  "Novorossiya"

historical  project  to  formally  integrate

reconstructed  southern  territories,

possibly  announcing  new  administrative

centers in Kherson or Melitopol to mirror

the Catherinian expansion.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

A  shift  toward  bio-technological

sovereignty through  the  state-funded

"biological  insurance"  and  stem  cell

projects mentioned in the  Podcasts, aimed

at  creating  an  elite,  long-lived  cadre  to

manage the permanent empire.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The  primary  strategic  risk  is  the  over-

extension of the Russian military and economy

in pursuit of 18th-century borders, potentially

leading  to  the  very  internal  instability  the

state media is trying to mask.

Systemic  U.S.  Instability  Leading  to

Unpredictable  Escalation: As  the  U.S.

enters  a  "new  period  of  political

uncertainty" after the midterms, the risk of

an  erratic  U.S.  foreign  policy  response

increases.  Triggers:  Radical  legislative

shifts  in  Washington  (e.g.,  statehood  for

D.C.).  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:

Catastrophic.  Mitigations:  Maintaining

back-channel trilateral talks in Abu Dhabi.

Collapse of Ukrainian Civil  Order Due

to Energy Deficit: Total grid failure could

trigger unmanageable refugee flows and

humanitarian  crises.  Triggers:  Sustained

"Geran" strikes on  Kyiv nodes. Likelihood:

Very  High.  Impact:  High.  Mitigations:

Selective  restoration  for  diplomatic

leverage.
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Domestic Economic Fatigue from High

Inflation/Interest Rates: The reliance on

14.5%+  interest  rates  to  hold  capital

suggests  underlying  fragility.  Triggers:  A

sudden  drop  in  global  energy  prices  or

failure  of  the  "11:11"  retail  surge.

Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:  High.

Mitigations:  State-funded  price  controls

and further digital banking subsidies.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The broadcast provides no data on Russian

casualty  counts or  the  state  of  the

mobilization reserve, which are critical for

assessing long-term military endurance.

The  specific  terms  of  the  "trilateral

negotiations"  in  Abu  Dhabi  are  entirely

obscured,  leaving  it  unclear  if  Russia  is

making any concessions.

There  is  a  total  absence  of  reporting  on

Ukrainian front-line gains or successful

counter-drone  operations,  creating  a

distorted view of tactical momentum.

The impact of secondary sanctions on the

"Russia-Africa"  economic  projects  is

ignored,  focusing  only  on  the  symbolic

success of the summits.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  "Empire"  series  as  a  Preemptive

Apology for Loss

Rather than a show of strength, the hours of

historical docuseries could be interpreted as a

distraction  from  the  failure to  achieve

modern  military  objectives.  By  focusing  on

Catherine the Great’s 34-year reign, the state

may  be  preparing  the  public  for  a  "frozen

conflict" that takes decades to resolve, moving

the  goalposts  from  immediate  victory  to

"historical destiny."

Black  Swan:  The  U.S.  Democratic

Consolidation  Leads  to  NATO

Reinvigoration

While Russian media frames the Democratic

sweep in the U.S. as a sign of internal decay, a

"Black  Swan"  event  would  be  a  rapid

stabilization of U.S. policy and an increase

in  military  aid  to  Ukraine,  unfettered  by

Republican  opposition.  This  would

fundamentally  undermine  the  Russian

strategy of "waiting out" the West.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Anticipate  a  Russian  diplomatic  surge  in

the  "Global  South"  using  National  Unity

themes to portray the West as colonialist.

Prepare  for  long-term  hybrid  warfare

targeting energy grids, as this has been

validated  as  a  primary  Russian  strategic

success.

Monitor trilateral talks in Abu Dhabi as the

most likely venue for a potential ceasefire

framework.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Russian  consumer  markets  remain  active

but  are  increasingly  siloed  into  state-

controlled  platforms (Sber,  VTB).

Opportunities exist only for those willing to

operate within these structures.

The  14.5%  interest  rate  environment

signals  extreme  inflationary  pressure;

capital allocation should be highly cautious.
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Logistics and supply chain planning should

focus on the "Great Tea Road" and Eastern

routes,  as  Northern/Western  corridors

remain high-risk.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  discussion  focused  on  the

Manifold  of  Catherine  the  Great as  a

precursor  to  modern  administrative  law  in

"Novorossiya."  In  the  U.S.  context,  the

broadcast  highlighted  potential  "radical"

legislation regarding D.C. statehood.

BILLS  DISCUSSED/DEBATED: U.S.

Statehood  Act  (hypothetical/proposed)  for

Washington D.C.  and Puerto  Rico to  alter

Senate balance.

HEARINGS  &  PRESS  EVENTS: Press

Secretary Dmitry Peskov’s briefing on the

Abu  Dhabi  trilateral  negotiations and  the

Russia-Africa summit outcomes.

KEY STORIES

National Unity Day and the Feast of the

Kazan  Icon: Celebrations  across  Russia

focusing on the 1612 liberation of Moscow.

Religious services held in the Kremlin  led

by Patriarch Kirill.

U.S. Midterm Results (2026): Democrats

sweep  the  House  and  Senate;  GOP  loses

Texas and Kansas.  Trump claims  systemic

fraud.

Empire  Docuseries:  Catherine  II:

Detailed  history  of  Grigory  Potemkin,  the

annexation of Crimea, and the founding of

Novorossiya and Kherson.

Energy  Grid  Strikes: Mass  drone  and

missile strikes on Ukrainian power stations

in Kyiv, Zhytomyr, and Odesa.

Russia-Africa  Summit: Multilateral

agreements  on  energy,  food  security,  and

military  cooperation  to  bypass  Western

sanctions.

The  Yulia/Bembey  Narrative: A

dramatized  frontline  story  of  a  female

medic and drone operator in the Donbas.

Regenerative  Medicine  &  Stem  Cells:

Discussion  on  storing  teeth  and  umbilical

blood  as  "biological  insurance" for  the

Russian elite.

Champions  League  Sports: Russian

footballer  Aleksey  Batrakov  scoring  two

goals  in  Istanbul,  recognized as  player  of

the match.

Polish Domestic Unrest: Mass protests in

Warsaw  against  the  Constitutional  Court,

framing the EU ally as unstable.

Regulating  Social  Media  Addiction:

Podcasts  on  dopamine  and  phone  use,

advising  citizens  on  time  management

during crises.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a
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richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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