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CHINA PROJECTS STRATEGIC
OPENNESS VIA CIIE AMIDST US

DOMESTIC VOLATILITY AND
ESCALATING REGIONAL CONFLICTS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

Domestic coverage on November 5, 2026, was

dominated by two converging themes: China's

aggressive promotion of global trade through

the 9th International Import Expo (CIIE) and

the  strategic  framing  of  United  States

domestic instability resulting from its military

conflict with Iran. State media positioned the

CIIE  as  a  critical  platform  for  the  "Global

South,"  contrasting  China's  narrative  of

"shared growth"  and "openness"  against  the

perceived  chaos  of  US  midterm  elections,

where  the  Republican  party  reportedly

suffered  losses  due  to  public  dissatisfaction

with the  war in Iran.  This editorial  posture

serves  to  bolster  China's  image  as  a  stable

global anchor while highlighting the systemic

vulnerabilities  of  Western  democratic

processes  under  the  strain  of  prolonged

conflict.

Simultaneously, the broadcast focused on the

integration  of  artificial  intelligence  into

critical  infrastructure,  particularly  in  deep-

earth  mining  and  maritime  logistics.  These

technological  advancements  are  framed  as

essential  for  "tech sovereignty"  and national

security.  In  the  legal  sphere,  a  high-profile

case  involving  platform  delivery  workers

highlighted  the  state's  ongoing  efforts  to

redefine  the  social  contract  in  the  "new

economy," ensuring that the  fact of a labor

relationship takes  precedence  over

contractual  evasions  by  platform companies.

This  reflects  a  broader  governance  trend  of

strengthening social  stability  mechanisms to

mitigate  the  risks  posed  by  shifting

employment patterns.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

9th  China  International  Import  Expo

(CIIE)  Commencement: China  launched

the  9th  CIIE  in  Shanghai,  involving  162

countries  and  4,142  companies,  with  a

specific focus on high-quality development

and  "Global  South"  cooperation

International Import Expo.

US  Midterm  Election  Upheaval:

Coverage  heavily  featured  reports  of

Republican  losses  in  the  US  midterms,

attributing  the  shift  to  voter  backlash

against  the  war in Iran and rising living

costs Midterm Election results.

Maritime Escalation in the Black Sea:

Attacks on shipping in the Black Sea have

increased  fourfold  compared  to  the

previous  year,  with  Russian  forces

reportedly  striking  a  cargo  ship  carrying

military  supplies  Black  Sea  shipping

attacks.
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Tech Sovereignty through Open Source

and  AI: The  state  is  accelerating  the

adoption  of  open-source  AI  models,  with

downloads exceeding 10 billion, to reduce

R&D  costs  and  ensure  "independent

control"  of  core  technologies  AI  open

source ecosystem.

Legal  Precedent  for  Platform  Labor:

The Guizhou Provincial High Court upheld

a ruling recognizing the labor relationship

between a delivery driver and a platform,

signaling  a  crackdown on  "labor  evasion"

by tech firms Platform worker labor rights.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics:

China  is  leveraging the  CIIE  and the  6th

International  Taoist  Forum to  project  soft

power and build a "Global South" coalition

International Taoist Forum.

Editorial  framing  portrays  the  US-Iran

conflict  as  a  primary  driver  of  Western

domestic  instability  US-Iran  conflict

impact.

Macroeconomics & Trade:

The 9th CIIE serves as the primary vehicle

for signaling China's commitment to high-

level  opening  and  supply  chain  resilience

High-level opening-up.

China's service trade grew by 8.5% in the

first  nine  months,  maintaining  stable

growth  despite  global  headwinds  Service

trade growth.

Critical Infrastructure Security:

AI  is  being  deployed  in  deep  mining  (at

depths of 1,000 meters) to improve disaster

prevention  and  worker  safety  AI  in  deep

mining.

Maritime  logistics  in  the  Black  Sea  are

under  significant  threat,  with  insurance

and  shipping  costs  rising  tenfold  due  to

conflict Maritime logistics risks.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk:

Courts  are  increasingly  ruling  against

platform companies  that  use  "cooperation

agreements"  to  avoid  paying  social

insurance  for  workers  Huaxia  Xing  labor

dispute.

The Supreme People's Court is emphasizing

the protection  of  "new employment  form"

workers as a bottom line for social justice

Supreme Court labor protection.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Weaponization of  Western Domestic

Dissent: A  prominent  theme is  the  detailed

reporting  on  US  political  dysfunction.  By

linking  Republican  election  losses  to  the

Iranian war, state media creates a narrative

where Western foreign interventions directly

lead to domestic collapse. This is contrasted

with  China's  "Taoist"  approach  to

international relations, emphasizing harmony

and "mutual respect" Taoist Forum themes.

Technological Leapfrogging in Traditional

Sectors: There is a clear trend of integrating

AI  not  just  in  high-tech fields  but  in  "dirty"

industries  like  mining  and  traditional

agriculture. The development of AI models for

"deep-earth  exploration"  and  "intelligent

agriculture" suggests a strategy to revitalize

old  sectors  through  "new quality  productive

forces" Deep-earth AI exploration.
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INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

China's  domestic  focus  remains  on

maintaining  social  order  through  legal  and

technological  means.  The focus on the  Xiao

Liao labor case reveals a concern with the

potential for social unrest among the growing

number of  platform workers.  By siding with

workers in these disputes, the government is

attempting to co-opt the "new economy" labor

force  and  prevent  the  kind  of  partisan

polarization  seen  in  the  West  Labor

relationship  recognition.  However,  the

repeated  calls  for  "party  building"  in  new

economic  organizations  suggest  a  persistent

anxiety  about  maintaining  political  control

over rapidly evolving sectors Party building in

new organizations.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

China is framing the international system as a

"fracturing multipolar arena" where the US is

a source of chaos due to its interventions in

the  Middle  East.  China,  meanwhile,  is

adapating by projecting itself as the leader of

the "Global South" through initiatives like the

CIIE.  The  state  is  actively  weaponizing

"economic  statecraft"  by  using  the  CIIE  to

offer  market  access  to  developing  nations

while  simultaneously  building  "supply  chain

resilience"  to  insulate  itself  from  Western

shocks Supply chain resilience focus.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  economic  climate  is  characterized  by

moderate  growth  in  services  and  trade,

tempered  by  rising  risks  in  international

logistics.  The 9th CIIE is  the centerpiece of

China's  economic  narrative,  highlighting  a

market value of  1.4 trillion yuan in related

sectors. However, the conflict in the Black Sea

represents  a  significant  tail  risk  for  global

commodity markets.

Service Trade: Increased 8.5% YoY in the

first nine months Service trade metrics.

CIIE Participation: 162  countries,  4,142

companies,  100+  brands  with  100-year

histories CIIE statistics.

Maritime  Logistics: Black  Sea  shipping

costs rose tenfold; insurance premiums up

by 200% Black Sea shipping costs.

Government  Procurement: 2025

government  procurement  reached  3.32

trillion yuan,  with services accounting for

36.77% Government procurement data.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Personnel  dynamics  emphasize  the

strengthening  of  the  ideological  apparatus

and the military's role in national security. The

anniversary  of  the  Fujian  aircraft  carrier

was  used  to  showcase  military-technological

progress.

Li Qiang: Met  with CIIE representatives,

emphasizing "shared dividends" of China's

growth Li Qiang CIIE meeting.

Zhao Leji: Urged NPC deputies  to  study

the "spirit of the 20th Central Committee"

and improve legally-mandated performance

Zhao Leji NPC address.

Liu Guozhong: Conducted  inspections  in

Guangxi  and  Fujian,  focusing  on  "Health

China"  initiatives  and  "high-quality

development" Liu Guozhong inspections.
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EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  hierarchy  of  stories  was  clear:  Lead

Stories were the 9th CIIE,  the US midterm

elections (framed through the Iran war), and

technological  breakthroughs  in  AI.  Buried

Stories included  the  specific  details  of  the

US-Iran conflict and the actual humanitarian

conditions  in  the  Black  Sea,  which  were

minimized  in  favor  of  reporting  on  the

economic  and  political  fallout  for  the  West.

The  tone  was  nationalistic  and  reassuring

regarding China's economy, but fear-inducing

regarding Western geopolitical stability.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The framing emphasizes a dichotomy between

a  "Principled  and  Stable"  China  and  a

"Chaotic and Weakened" United States.

United  States: Portrayed  as  chaotic  and

weakened  by  "ill-advised"  wars.  Implicitly

inept  in  managing  its  domestic  economy

and  political  cohesion  US  political

instability.

Iran: Portrayed  as  a  resilient  state

standing up to Western "arrogance," whose

conflict  is  now  dismantling  US  political

power Iran's role in US midterms.

Russia: Framed  as  a  competent  actor

protecting  its  interests  in  the  Black  Sea

against  "military  supply"  shipments  to

Ukraine Russia Black Sea operations.

Global South: Portrayed as a burgeoning

bloc finding economic salvation in China's

market  through  the  CIIE  Global  South

framing.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The  primary  meta-narrative  is  the

"Inevitability  of  US  Decline." By

obsessively linking the Midterm results to the

Iran  war,  the  broadcast  seeds  the  idea  that

the US political system is no longer capable of

rational  governance.  There  is  also  a

significant  delta  in  the  reporting  of  "Open

Source AI,"  where it  is  framed as a tool  for

"global  benefit"  while  the  subtext  is  clearly

about  bypassing  Western  technological

sanctions Open source AI strategy.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Consolidation  of  the  Global  South:

China will likely use the 10th anniversary of

the Belt and Road (approaching in 2027) to

further  solidify  the  CIIE  as  a  counter-G7

trade mechanism.

US  Policy  Shift: Republican  losses  may

force a stalemate in US funding for the Iran

war,  leading  to  a  potential  regional  de-

escalation but also creating a vacuum that

China will seek to fill.

Labor Unrest in the Platform Economy:

Despite  legal  wins  for  workers,  the

continued  lack  of  formal  social  insurance

for 200 million "new employment" workers

remains  a  significant  domestic  risk  factor

for China.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a flurry of

"Global  South"  investment  announcements

following  the  CIIE.  Increased  maritime

tension  in  the  Black  Sea  as  Russia  targets

winter supply lines.
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Medium Term (1-6 Months): Possible legal

overhaul  of  labor  laws  in  China  to  formally

incorporate  platform  workers,  increasing

operational costs for domestic tech giants.

Long Term (1-5 Years): China’s "Deep-Earth

AI" will likely lead to a new surge in domestic

mineral  extraction,  further  decoupling  its

critical  mineral  supply  chain  from  global

markets.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Global  Maritime  Logistics  Collapse:

Triggers: Escalation of Black Sea strikes or

closure of the Strait of Hormuz. Likelihood:

High. Impact: Catastrophic for energy and

food prices.  Mitigations:  Diversification of

trade routes via Land-Sea corridors.

Tech  Sanction  Evasion  Backlash:

Triggers: US discovery of sanctioned chips

used in "Open Source AI" mining projects.

Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:  High.

Mitigations:  Building  indigenous  chip

fabrication capacity.

Domestic  Labor  Instability: Triggers:

Mass layoffs in the platform sector despite

legal  protections.  Likelihood:  Moderate.

Impact:  Medium.  Mitigations:  Rapid

expansion of the social safety net.

Extreme  Weather  Disruption  of

Agriculture: Triggers:  Prolonged  "Metal"

type  (Autumn/Winter)  drought  affecting

grain stocks. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:

Medium. Mitigations: Advanced TCM-based

ecological  monitoring  and  water

conservation TCM ecological health.

Information  Warfare  Overreach:

Triggers:  US political  stabilization leading

to a renewed "tough on China" consensus.

Likelihood:  High.  Impact:  Medium.

Mitigations: Softening state media rhetoric

to avoid provoking further US sanctions.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The broadcast failed to address the actual

humanitarian  casualties in  the  US-Iran

conflict,  focusing  purely  on  the  political

fallout in the US.

There  is  a  lack  of  data  on  the  actual

profitability of  the  CIIE for  participating

Global  South  nations,  beyond  headline

attendance figures.

The  security  implications  of  AI  in  deep

mining  (e.g.,  cyber  vulnerabilities  of

autonomous  systems)  were  completely

ignored.

The broadcast did not verify Russian claims

about  the  cargo  ship  struck  in  the  Black

Sea,  providing  only  the  state-sanctioned

narrative.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  CIIE  as  a  Stalling  Tactic: While

China  projects  economic  openness,  the

aggressive  push  for  AI  sovereignty  and

deep-earth  exploration  might  actually

indicate  a  pivot  toward  a  fortress

economy in  anticipation  of  total

decoupling.

Republican Losses as a Strategic Feint:

The  loss  of  the  midterms  might  actually

allow  the  US  establishment  to  "pivot  to

Asia" by resolving the Iran conflict sooner

than  expected,  presenting  a  more  unified

front against China in the Pacific.

Black Swan: A catastrophic failure in an

AI-managed  deep-earth  mine  leads  to  a

widespread  environmental  disaster,

shattering  the  "techno-optimist"  narrative

and  triggering  mass  anti-tech  protests  in

rural China.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Policy focus was centered on labor protection

for  "new  employment  forms"  and  the

ideological  implementation  of  the  20th

Central Committee’s directives. Hearings and

press  events  focused  on  the  success  of  the

CIIE and the resilience of the service trade.

Platform Labor Guidelines: Proposal for

mandatory  social  insurance  contributions

by  platform  companies,  regardless  of

contractual status Labor protection policy.

NPC  Spirit  Implementation: Directives

for local governments to align all economic

activity  with  "high-quality  development"

and  "tech  sovereignty"  goals  NPC

directives.

KEY STORIES

9th  International  Import  Expo  (CIIE):

Commencement  of  the  expo  in  Shanghai

with 162 participating nations CIIE Story.

US Midterm Elections: Republican losses

attributed  to  the  Iran  war  and  domestic

inflation US Election Story.

Black  Sea  Maritime  Strike: Russian

strike  on  a  cargo  ship  allegedly  carrying

military  supplies  to  Ukraine  Black  Sea

Strike Story.

Xiao  Liao  Labor  Case: Legal  precedent

recognizing  platform  delivery  workers  as

formal employees Labor Case Story.

Deep-Earth  AI  breakthrough:

Implementation  of  AI  for  mining

exploration at depths over 1,000 meters AI

Mining Story.

Fujian  Aircraft  Carrier  Anniversary:

Showcase  of  China's  electromagnetic

launch technology and naval power Carrier

Anniversary Story.

Taoist  Forum  on  Soft  Power: Use  of

traditional  culture  to  promote  global

harmony  and  the  "Global  South"  Taoist

Forum Story.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.
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For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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