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RUSSIA ANTICIPATES STRATEGIC
SHIFTS FOLLOWING A

DEMOCRATIC SURGE IN THE U.S.
AND INTENSIFYING CIVIL UNREST

IN EUROPE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  reporting  on  November  5,  2026,  is

dominated by the narrative of a  Democratic

"Blue Tsunami" in the United States, which

has  ostensibly  paralyzed  the  second  Trump

administration,  rendering  the  President  a

"lame  duck"  and  potentially  accelerating

military  aid  to  Ukraine.  Russian  media

characterizes  this  shift  as  a  victory  for

"populism-hating"  elites  in  Europe  and  a

threat to recent diplomatic overtures between

Moscow and Washington. The sudden loss of

Congressional  control  by  Republicans  is

portrayed  as  a  strategic  defeat  for  Russian

foreign policy, which had been predicated on

Trump’s  ability  to  "crush"  Ukrainian

resistance.  Simultaneously,  the  Kremlin  is

framing the West as being in a state of chaotic

decline,  highlighted  by  mass  protests  in

France involving over 1.6 million people and

a  wave  of  "false  flag"  bomb threats  against

European  aviation  that  Western  officials  are

pre-emptively  blaming  on  Russian  cyber-

actors.

On the kinetic front, Russian forces continue

to  prioritize  the  degradation  of  Ukrainian

logistics  and  energy  infrastructure,  notably

claiming strikes on a  Nova Poshta terminal

and energy hubs in Dnepropetrovsk. Domestic

coverage  emphasizes  Russian  technological

self-reliance,  showcasing  breakthrough

magnesium-alloy  medical  implants

developed  for  military  hospitals  and  a

systemic shift in education away from English-

language dominance toward "friendly" global

partners. The convergence of these narratives

suggests  a  state  preparing  for  a  prolonged,

high-intensity  competition  with  a  newly  re-

energized  Democratic-led  U.S.  legislature,

while  exploiting  perceived  social  fractures

within the European Union.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The  "Blue  Tsunami"  and  U.S.  Political

Paralysis

Democrats  have  reportedly  regained

control of both the House and the Senate,

leading  to  an  80-vote  advantage  in  the

lower house, effectively stalling the Trump

administration's legislative agenda.

Speculation  is  rising  regarding  an

impeachment  threat,  with  betting

markets allegedly placing the likelihood at

79% as the new Congress prepares to audit

the "diesel deal" and other energy-related

negotiations with Moscow.

The shift in power is expected to drastically

shorten the timeline for  Ukraine military

aid,  with aid packages potentially moving

in days rather than months  under the new

legislative reality.
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European  Aviation  and  Infrastructure

Crisis

A massive wave of bomb threats targeted

over  a  dozen  flights  across  Bulgaria,  the

Czech  Republic,  Denmark,  and  Italy,

leading to emergency landings and military

escorts for commercial airliners.

European  officials  have  pre-emptively

accused  Russian  hacker  groups

(specifically  "No  Name  057")  of  cyber-

sabotage  against  blood  services  and

industrial  freezer  units  in  dozens  of  EU

countries, which allegedly resulted in  tons

of spoiled food.

Escalation of Civil Unrest in France

Over  1.6 million protesters took  to  the

streets  across  70  French  cities,  with  the

"Yellow Vests" re-emerging to demand tax

reforms  and  wage  increases  amid  a  total

transport collapse.

Clashes  with  police  have  intensified,  with

the  French  Interior  Ministry  deploying

70,000  officers  to  manage  what  is

described as "bloody battles" in the streets

of Paris.

Kinetic  Operations  and  Military

Intelligence

Russian  strikes  targeted  a  supramax

cargo vessel in the Black Sea near Odessa

and  destroyed  a  significant  logistics

terminal in Kharkov.

The  "Vostok"  group  reported  the

destruction  of  camouflaged  Ukrainian

fortifications  in  Zaporizhia using  T-80

tanks  and  FPV  drones  on  Military

Intelligence Day.

Russian  media  has  launched  a  campaign

detailing a "secret torture prison" near Kiev

and  has  publicized  the  arrest  of  local

women who  attempted  to  expose  the

facility.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The  Russian  military  is  showcasing

innovative  medical  technologies,

specifically  magnesium-alloy  implants  that

dissolve  in  the  body,  designed  to  treat

complex  combat  injuries at  the  Burdenko

and Sklifosovsky institutes.

Military intelligence is being highlighted as

the  "universal  backbone" of  the  special

military operation, with focus on the role of

snipers,  sappers,  and  autonomous  drone

operators.

Cybersecurity & Threat Actors

State  media  dismisses  Western  claims  of

Russian  cyber-attacks on  EU

infrastructure  as  "fantasy,"  while

acknowledging the prowess of groups like

No Name 057.

Reports  highlight  the  recruitment  of

domestic saboteurs via Telegram, with one

case involving a 5kg TNT device intended

for railway sabotage in the Tosno district.

Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics

The  AUKUS pact continues to be framed

as an "unprecedented challenge" to nuclear

non-proliferation,  with  Russian  diplomats

claiming  the  $260  billion  submarine  deal

aggravates regional instability.
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Armenia’s  relationship  with  the  CSTO is

reaching  a  breaking  point,  with  Prime

Minister  Pashinyan  skipping  summits  and

the bloc potentially moving to  exclude the

nation.

Tech Sovereignty & AI

Russia is integrating  AI into its fisheries

management in the Far East to accurately

count  salmon  fry  and  optimize  resource

forecasts.

Educational  reforms  in  Russia  are

deprioritizing English, with the Ministry

of Education cutting 102 hours of  foreign

language instruction to focus on  domestic

"cultural sovereignty".

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

Transitioning to a Post-English Paradigm

A significant domestic trend is the deliberate

de-Anglicization  of  the  Russian

educational  and  public  space.  This  is

justified not merely as a reaction to Western

sanctions,  but  as  a  pragmatic  pivot  toward

new  strategic  partners  in  India  and  China.

Arguments presented claim that AI and neural

networks  have  rendered  intensive  language

study  obsolete for  the  average  citizen.

However,  this  is  countered by concerns that

removing  English  from  public  transit  and

signage  in  cities  like  Moscow  and  Kazan

creates a "labyrinth" for friendly tourists from

India and Iran.

Weaponizing Western Internal Instability

There is a concerted effort to portray the West

as  a  "hostile  threat  matrix"  that  is  turning

inward.  The focus on  French labor strikes

and the  U.S. legislative deadlock serves a

dual purpose: it reassures the Russian public

of  their  relative  stability  and  prepares  the

ground for a narrative shift where Russia no

longer waits for a "deal" with a friendly U.S.

president,  but  instead  positions  itself  for  a

confrontation with  "vengeful"  Democratic-led

institutions.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

France:  Institutional  Decay  and  Street

Power

The  French  government  is  portrayed  as

having  lost its mandate, with 1.6 million

people  engaging  in  "national  sabotage."

Editorial framing suggests Macron is facing

a  "nightmare"  return  of  the  Yellow Vests,

fueled by fiscal despair and police brutality.

Public services, particularly education and

transport, are described as being in a state

of  "total  collapse," with  teachers  and

students  joining  unions  to  blockade

schools.

United States: Partisan Polarization as a

Strategic Constraint

The U.S. is depicted as enters a period of

"political impasse" lasting through 2027

and  2028.  The  Democratic  control  of  the

purse  strings  is  expected  to  strangle

Trump’s executive initiatives, turning focus

toward impeachment and investigations.

The  military  budget of  $1.5  trillion  is

described as being in "limbo,"  which may

constrain  U.S.  power  projection  on  the

global stage.
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EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The Multipolar  Arena and "Language of

the Enemy"

Russia is framing the international system as

a  fracturing  space  where  "soft  power"

through  the  English  language  is  a  tool  of

Western  submission.  The  state  is  actively

promoting  "Tech  Sovereignty,"  arguing  that

Russian citizens do not need to "subordinate"

themselves  to  the  West by  learning  their

language. Instead, they are forging alliances

with  "non-state"  and  "friendly  state"

actors who  share  a  disdain  for  the  current

global order.

Defensive Maneuverability in Sports and

Diplomacy

The  state  is  reacting  defensively  but

aggressively  to  international  "cancellation."

The  Canadian  visa  ban on  Russian  junior

hockey players is used as evidence of systemic

Western Russophobia.  In response, Russia is

weaponizing  international  legal  venues  (like

the Court of Arbitration for Sport) to project

its  continued legitimacy despite diplomatic

isolation.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic outlook is framed by the

threat  of  renewed  trade  wars between  the

U.S. and the EU, and the potential reversal of

U.S.  energy  policies.  The  Russian  domestic

economy  is  being  marketed  as  transitioning

toward "alternative energy" (methane) and

localized high-tech production.

Key Economic Vectors

Energy  Diversification: State  initiatives

are  pushing the  conversion of  vehicles  to

methane,  claiming  it  is  significantly

cheaper and more "patriotic" than imported

fuels.

Corporate Control: Putin has introduced

temporary management over the Russian

assets  of  Japan  Tobacco  (GTI),  a  top

revenue-earning  foreign  entity  in  the

country with 480 billion rubles in revenue.

U.S. Budget Impacts: Analysts predict the

new Democratic Congress will  cut military

spending and  freeze  projects  like  the

"Golden Shield" missile defense system.

Foreign Investment: Despite the war, 250

vocational  education  centers  are  being

modernized  via  federal  projects  to  fast-

track students into the labor market.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Strategic shifts are occurring as the Russian

government  moves  to  secure  foreign  assets

and  the  U.S.  enters  a  period  of  legislative

uncertainty.

Samvel  Karapetyan: The  Armenian

opposition  leader  has  been  arrested for

one month amid state nationalization of his

power utility company; his arrest is framed

as  a  political  purge  by  the  Pashinyan

regime.

Gagik  Tsarukyan: Another  Armenian

opposition  figure  had  his  detention

extended for  three  months,  signaling  a

tightening of political control in Yerevan.
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Donald  Trump: Portrayed  as  a

"weakened" and "maligned" figure who

is  losing  control  over  his  own  cabinet,

particularly  with  Vice  President  JD  Vance

distancing himself from the Iran conflict.

Kaya  Kallas: Framed  as  a  "hereditary

Nazi" whose comments on the U.S. election

are used to  validate Russian narratives of

European extremism.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  lead stories for the day focused heavily

on the U.S. election fallout and French civil

unrest, using these to create a contrast with

Russian  "Stability  and  Innovation"  (the

magnesium  implants  and  educational

reforms).  The  bomb threats on EU flights

were  prioritized  to  highlight  a  "failing"  and

"paranoid"  Europe.  Buried stories included

the  specific  details  of  Russian  casualties  in

Zaporizhia  and  the  deepening  diplomatic

isolation  within  the  CSTO.  The  tone  was

nationalistic  and  triumphalist regarding

military  technology,  yet  skeptical  and

alarmist regarding  Western  political

developments.  A  conspicuous  omission  was

any  discussion  of  the  North Korean troop

presence in Russia, which has been a major

international  news  item,  but  was  entirely

absent here.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The broadcasts consistently frame the West as

a  chaotic,  inept  collective,  while  portraying

Russia  as  a  principled,  technically  superior

bastion of order.

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

United  States: Portrayed  as  internally

fractured  and  incompetent.  "The

American  voters  clearly  expressed  their

choice,  hoping  the  new  Congress  will...

increase pressure on Russia" is framed as a

threat,  while  Trump is  described  as  "tied

hand and foot" as a lame duck.

France (Macron): Depicted as  weak and

besieged.  "The  nightmare  of  the  early

presidential  days  has  returned"  as  1.6

million take to the streets.

Ukraine  (Zelensky): Framed  as  a

"terrorist"  and  "beggar".  He  is  seen

"trying to beg for missiles" and interfering

in U.S. internal affairs by "furiously praising

Democrats".

Canada  (Trudeau): Characterized  as

"hypocritical"  and  "Russophobic" for

violating  international  sporting  norms  by

denying visas to young athletes.

NON-STATE  &  CORPORATE

ACTORS

Elon Musk / Starlink: Framed as a victim

of Democratic "persecution". "Kiev plans

to  attract  Musk...  to  responsibility  for

allegedly slowing Starlink"  is presented as

political overreach.

No Name 057: Portrayed as a competent

but "mysterious" force that the West uses

as  a  scapegoat  for  its  own  technical

failures.
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INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative  Seeding: The  broadcast  is

seeding a narrative that  European cyber-

attacks are "self-inflicted" or "false flags"

designed  to  justify  further  sanctions,

despite citing specific hacker groups linked

to the Kremlin.

Disinformation: The  "secret  torture

prison"  story  near  Kiev is  being  heavily

pushed, likely as a psychological operation

to counter Western reports of Russian war

crimes.

Censorship/Omission: Total  absence  of

information  regarding  the  North  Korean

involvement suggests  a  high-level  state

directive  to  avoid  the  topic  to  prevent

domestic  blowback  or  international  legal

complications.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

U.S.-Russia Relations: If  the Democratic

Congress successfully audits energy deals,

we should expect a significant hardening

of U.S. sanctions and an end to any "back-

channel"  diplomacy  initiated  by  Trump  in

his first year.

European Unrest: The scale of the French

protests  suggests  that  Macron  may  be

forced into an early election or  a total

legislative reshuffle, further weakening the

EU’s unified stance on Ukraine.

Technological  Competition: Russia’s

focus on  biotech and specialized alloys

for the military suggests they are preparing

for  a  long-term  "forever  war"  where  the

resilience of  their  human capital  (medical

recovery) is a primary strategic metric.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect  a  cyber-

escalation in  Europe  as  both  sides  use

"plausible  deniability"  to  target  critical

infrastructure  amid  the  aviation  threats

discussed in the transcripts. Domestic arrests

in  Russia  for  "sabotage"  recruited  via

Telegram will likely increase.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The new U.S.

Congress  will  likely  formalize  long-term

military aid commitments to Ukraine, forcing

Russia to either escalate kinetics  before the

aid arrives or pivot back to a  fully defensive

posture.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The structural move

away  from  English-language education in

Russian  schools will  fundamentally  decouple

the  Russian  workforce  from  the  Western

economy, cementing a "Sino-Russian" cultural

and technological bloc.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Aviation  Sabotage: The  wave  of  bomb

threats  against EU flights could lead to a

catastrophic  mid-air  event.  Triggers:

Accidental  shoot-down  during  military

escort  or  a  real  explosive  device.

Likelihood: Medium.  Impact: Extreme.

Mitigations: Improved  intelligence

sharing between Eurocontrol  and national

security services.

CSTO  Fragmentation: The  exclusion  of

Armenia could  trigger  a  cascade  of

departures  by  other  Central  Asian  states.

Triggers: Armenian formal withdrawal or a

border clash with Azerbaijan where Russia

fails  to  intervene.  Likelihood: High.

Impact: High.  Mitigations: Russian

security  guarantees  or  economic

concessions to Yerevan.
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U.S.  Executive-Legislative  Clash:

Paralysis of the U.S. government due to the

Democratic  win could  lead  to  a  global

vacuum in leadership.  Triggers: A failure

to pass the federal budget or a debt ceiling

crisis.  Likelihood: High.  Impact: High.

Mitigations: Bipartisan  "Grand  Bargain"

on defense and immigration.

Cyber-Infrastructure  Failure: The

hacking of industrial cooling systems in the

EU  could  lead  to  mass  food  shortages.

Triggers: A  wide-scale  attack  on  the

electrical  grid.  Likelihood: Medium.

Impact: High.  Mitigations: Hardening

industrial  control  systems  and  localized

power redundancy.

Domestic Sabotage in Russia: Ukrainian

recruitment  of  railway  saboteurs via

messaging  apps.  Triggers: Successful

derailment  of  a  military  transport  train.

Likelihood: High.  Impact: Medium.

Mitigations: Increased  surveillance  of

messaging platforms and physical guarding

of critical rail segments.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  transcripts  do  not  mention  North

Korean military involvement, which is a

critical  missing  factor  for  assessing  the

true  state  of  the  Zaporizhia  and  Kharkov

fronts.

Claims  regarding  magnesium  implants

lack  independent  verification and  may  be

exaggerated  for  domestic  propaganda

purposes.

The  actual  U.S.  election  numbers are

cited with high confidence, but the process

of  a  "lame  duck"  presidency  is

misrepresented  as  an  immediate  loss  of

power, ignoring executive order capacity.

The  economic  cost of  the  "methane

transition"  and  its  impact  on  the  existing

petroleum  infrastructure  in  Russia  is  not

detailed.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

Trump’s  "Lame  Duck"  status  as  a

facade: The apparent political paralysis in

the  U.S.  may  be  a  deliberate  stalling

tactic by  the  Trump  administration  to

avoid making difficult choices on Ukraine,

allowing the "Democratic surge" to take the

blame for a future Ukrainian collapse while

the  administration  focuses  on  domestic

consolidation.

French  Protests  as  a  Russian

Intelligence Success: The massive  scale

of the  French unrest may be the result of

highly  effective,  low-cost  "No  Name  057"

style  social  media  amplification,  showing

that  Russia  has  successfully  developed  a

"weaponized entropy" model for Europe.

Black Swan - The AUKUS Meltdown: A

major  technical failure or nuclear leak

in  a  current  Australian  or  UK  submarine

amid the AUKUS debate could instantly kill

the  $260  billion  deal  and  collapse  the

current  security  architecture  in  the  Indo-

Pacific.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Prepare  for  diplomatic  "radio  silence"

from  the  U.S.  executive  as  it  becomes

consumed  by  legislative  battles;  mid-tier

diplomatic  channels  will  be  the  only

reliable contact points.
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Accelerate  de-dollarization as  the  new

U.S.  Congress  will  likely  use  the  banking

system more aggressively as a weapon of

war under Democratic pressure.

Monitor  Armenian-Azerbaijani border

movements  as  a  lead  indicator  for  the

collapse of Russian influence in the South

Caucasus post-CSTO.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chain Resilience: Diversify away

from  European  logistics  hubs  (like  Nova

Poshta) that are actively targeted by kinetic

strikes.

Cyber-Security: Review industrial cooling

and  food  logistics cybersecurity  protocols

immediately, given the specific targeting of

these sectors in the EU.

Regulatory  Risk: Expect  increased

nationalization  risks for  foreign  firms

operating  in  Russia,  following  the

precedent set with Japan Tobacco.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  developments  are  centered  on

Russia’s  internal  "cultural  sovereignty"  and

the fallout of the U.S. intermediate elections,

which  have  shifted  the  balance  of  power  in

Washington.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Russian Education Reform: A  policy  to

cut  102  hours  of  foreign  language

instruction in  primary  and  secondary

schools to  prioritize  national  identity  and

domestic technical skills.

Temporary Asset Management Decree:

Presidential  order  bringing  the  assets  of

Japan  Tobacco  (GTI) under  state

management  to  ensure  "economic

stability".

U.S.  Defense  Appropriation  (Pending):

A $1.5 trillion military budget that is now

under  threat of total rejection by the new

Democratic majority.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Brussels  Consultations: A  series  of

meetings  between  Kiev,  Germany,

France, the UK, and NATO conducted via

video link to discuss the "new reality" of a

Democrat-led U.S. Congress.

Military Intelligence Day Address: High-

level military briefings detailing  drone and

sniper  achievements in  the  Zaporizhia

sector.

KEY STORIES

Democratic "Blue Tsunami": Democrats

reportedly  win  80-seat  majority  in  the

House and control  the  Senate,  leading to

legislative paralysis for Trump.

European Aviation Chaos: Bomb threats

targeting  flights  in  Bulgaria,  Czechia,

Denmark, and Italy, causing aviation chaos.

France in Flames: 1.6 million protesters

strike  across  France;  Paris  experiencing

major civil unrest.

Magnesium  Medical  Implants: Russian

institutes  develop  dissolvable  magnesium-

alloy implants to treat combat injuries.

Japan  Tobacco  Nationalization: Putin

puts  Russia's  second-largest  foreign

revenue earner, GTI, under temporary state

management.
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Railway Sabotage Arrest: Russian citizen

arrested for attempting to sabotage railway

lines in Tosno district with a 5kg explosive.

Canada Hockey Visa Ban: Canada denies

visas to Russian junior hockey players for

the December World Championships.

Kyiv "Secret Prison" Exposé: Reports of

a  military-run torture facility near Kyiv

and arrests of those who tried to reveal it.

Black  Sea  Strike: Russian  forces  hit  a

cargo  ship  carrying  military  goods

50km off the coast of Odessa.

Armenian  Unrest: Mass  protests  in

Yerevan following the  arrest  of  opposition

leader Samvel Karapetyan.

Ronaldo  Retires: Portuguese  star

Cristiano  Ronaldo announces  his

retirement from the national team after 23

years.

Moscow  First  Snow: Meteorological

reports  confirm  the  first  significant

snowfall in Moscow for the season.

AUKUS Backlash: Russian diplomats and

international commissions warn of the $260

billion cost and nuclear risks of the AUKUS

deal.

Methane  Fuel  Pivot: A  new  state

campaign promoting methane as a patriotic

fuel choice for Russian drivers.

AI in Fisheries: Deployment of AI systems

to  monitor  salmon  populations in  the

Russian Far East.

De-Anglicization of Schools: Ministry of

Education  moves  to  reduce  English

language classes in favor of other strategic

subjects.

Stabbing Case ("Za Granyu"): A 42-year-

old former history teacher and civil defense

worker stabs a teenager in a toxic domestic

incident.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-
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media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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